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Big Brother

Feds off base with mandate

HE FEDS should butt out and not try to \
mel";;]eagnlt?it;zlllﬁyr?;l Protection Agen. Home rule is a cherished

: cy's push to require the six ccmmunglties A_merlcan concept. But the EPA’s
along the route to legislate wetlands protection bid to mandate wetlands

has jeopardized constructlon of the Haggerty protection ordinances undercuts

Road Cannector. : the value of that concept. Bluntly

put, requiring local ordinznces

. Haggerty is much more than a two-lane coun-
ty road. Its presence in booming west Oakland

doesn’t fall within the EPA’s
purview.

Robert Sklar editor/477-5450
O&LE  Monday, April 9, 18

County controls the lives of many who travel it,

© The best shorl-term solutton proposed by the

state to the peak drive-lime gridlock on Hagger-

ty seems to be the Connector, a multi-lane boul-

evard about a half-mile west of Haggerty, be-
tween 12 Mile and Pontlac Trail.

’| . Some communities affected by the $75-million

improvement project, such as West Bloom(icld

-and Novi, already protect their wetlands by ordi-

nance. Others, like Farmington Hills, don’t.

- But that’s immalerial.

. Heck, the project meets the state’s environ-

mental rules, which are far stricter than those

MAKING ROADS flow more frecly oftep.
opens the floodgates to more growth and devel}
opment. But in this case, much of the urban
sprawl came first, leaving Farmington Hills and
its neighbors stuck with incredibly crowded

roads,
Killing the Connector won't stop the urban
sprawl or make it go away. Development can'l

Guv’s plan rewards
those who stay put

GOV. JAMES Blanchard would
give same nlce property tax rellef to
people who already own a house.

But the young bucks and does
planning to buy houses in the years
ahead will pay “full retall price,” as
they say in the ethnic jokes about

Richard

on houses
have been rising with the market, at
double-digit rates in recent years.

Blanchard's plan is aimed at cap.
ping property assessments at the
rate of consumer price inflation In
Detrolt,

The long-term effects of the gov-
ernor's plan will be to reward those
who stay in one place for many
years and sock newcomers.

Here's how it could work:

SUPPOSE BLANCHARD'S rellef
plan’ had gone Into effect 10 years
ago. Suppcsa I had bought a house
then for $50,000. It would be as.
sessed at 50 percent, or $25,000.

Suppose market prices rosc 10
percent a year compounded. In the
10th year, my house would be worth
$117,890 and assessed for $56,949.

Ab, but Bianchard’s treasury has
been there to help me.

My effective assessment would
rise just 5 percent compounded, the
CPI rate. So I pay school property
taxes on the basis of my original
$25,000 assessment times § percent
compounded — just §38,783 in the
10th year.

The state treasury pays my school

be stopped. But over and d
growth can — through local planning and zoning
boards.

Home rule is a cherished American conecepl.
But the EPA's bid to mandate wetlands protec-
tion ordinances undercuts the value of that con-
cept. Bluntly put, requiring local ordinances
doesn’t fall within the EPA's purview.

If the mandate succeeds, will the EPA skip

set by the feds in scope and, equally important,
e{nrurccment.

5' THE EPA has vowed to reject the Michigan
Bepartment of Transportation's pending envi-
rbnmental impacl statement unless the Federal
Righway Administration requires the locals to
legislale wetlands protection. Rejection could
throw up a roadblock so laden with bureaucratic
swrangling, it could take years to penetrate. from town to town, requiring local wetlands law;
YUS. Rep Bill Broomfleld, R-Birmingham, every time a federal highway project approaches
whose district includes southwest Qakland Coun-  a sensitive area? :
ty, is one of eight Michigan congressmen who've :
accused the' EPA of holding the project hostage.

_: "This Is a case of bureaucracy run amok,” said
U.S. Rep. Bob Carr, D-East Lansing, in a partie-
utarly incisive comment.

. Quite simply, il's a case of the feds infringing
on state and local rights. The project’s linchpin, a
new 1-696 Interchange near Haggerty, Is already
# year behind schedule. It remains in the wings
ps Haggerty Road congestion worsens,

+ The pel loss of wetlands from construction of
he C d to be Mean-
iwhite, future P that b wet-
fands adjacent to the Connector would have to
pass muster with Michigan's tougher environ.
ymental rules.

'

WE'RE AS concerned as anyone about our
vanishing wetlands, But the inefficiency of such a
mandate is mind-boggling. One town could stop a
major highway project for political reasons, us-
ing tack of a wetlands protection ordinance as
leverage,

1f federal environmental rules are so weak,
then toughen them; don't try to compensate b,
mandalting local rules. M

And if the locals sense a need [or grassroots
protection of wetlands, then they should make it
their & to enact appropriate ord!nancﬁ
— through thelr initiative, with feedback from:
their residents.

It's none of Washington's business.
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We see eye to eye
with all our patients.

Clara VanSé);oc, M.D. and -
Amy Kowalski, M.D. are pleased to |

announce their affiliation with - ! Clara VanScyoc, M.D.
; Amy Kowalski, M.D.
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital Diplomats of the

in the practice of : iatri
Pediatric and Adolescent medicine. American Board of Pediatrics
\ Our offices are located in the
MercyCare Family Medical Centers:
Farmington Hills - 855-6773
28270 Orchard Lake Rd.
(nonth of 12 mlle)
Union Lake - 360-1200
2900 Union Lake Rd.

(across from K-Mari)

. A n on-going relationship
with a favorite doctor is important.

- You and your child feel more
" comfortable about seeing someone
you know and like... a doctor who
has an understanding of you
heaith care needs, .

e
Office hours by appointment évcning
and Saturday hours available. .

Same-day appointments welcome,

..~ Ifyoufeel one-to-one "
relationships between doctor and

[ I

Lomnvemeraa e cmame—————— -

" Clip and save these important numbers

property taxes on $20,166
- the dlffercnce between the true
SEV of $56,849 and the adjusted rate
of $38,783,

A good deal for me, eh?

THE AVERAGE school tax rate in
Michigan is about 33 mills, or $33
per $1,000 of assessment. Without
Blanchard's relief plan, I would pay
_the full $1,945 in school taxes in the

10th year.

But wlth hls plan, the state treas-
ury writes a check to my local dls-
trict for 33 mills times $20,168 or

$665.

1would pay just $1,280.

‘The longer I stay in my house, the
greater the share of my local school
property tax paid by the state. In my
hypothetical 10-year period, the
state would have paid a total of
$2,772 of my taxes.

Morcover, the state ald 1 recelve
encourages me to vote hlgher tax
rates for schools, Shucks, my young

the stnrevownen pay

neighbors and
* the full bill, but I won't.

LET'S SAY I sell my house In the
10th year for any rcason — growing
family, empty nester, retirement, a
new job fn a dlfferent town.

The newcomers start by paylng
the full shot of $1,945 in schioo! prop-
erty taxes,

That's not a nlee thing to do to
ylmmg people trying (o start fami-
lles.

The Greeks had a word for it
gerontocracy, government by the
clderly.

THE IRONY Is that Blarichard
also is pushing a program called
HOST, home ownership] savings :
trust, The propsective house buyers -
put thelr savings In a state-operated, -
tax-sheltered fund and earn interest
to accumulate a down payment on
thelr first house. . .

With one hand, the state helps .
them save. With the other, It socks
them with a property tax bill larger
by half than the last one I paid.

Let's look at it from the ploneer
point of view — westward the wag-
ons, adventure ho, new opportunity.

What incentive do I have to take
the risk of a new cconomle adven-
ture clsewhere it I'm golng to be
punished for moving by paying $665
a year more In property taxes for
the same-sized house? -

Tim Richard is director of the
SCC Netws Service for the Observ-
er & Eccentric Newspapers.

from our readers

Old photos
are needed

To the editor:

Would anyone in the Farmington
area have a photo of:

1. The Greck Revival house that
once stood on the west side of Farm-
ington Road just south of the present
1-688 Expressway; it burned In the
early "60s.

2.The house that stood where the
present NBD bullding Is at the cor-
ner of Farmington Road and Alta
Loma.

3. The large tree that once was
smack-dab in the mlddle of the Inter-
section of Farmington Road and 13
Mile.

4, The barn and house that were
located In the '50s about % mile
south of the present U.S. Post Office
in Farmington city.

5. The former Owen House, and

Rlver on the south side and a bit cast
of the Village Mall.

I am [n the process of revising
“Farminglen: A Plctorial History,”
and I would like to include the above
photos. Further, ) anyone has a pho-
to that was not in the first edition
and would (It with any of (he topies
of the 1970 printing, I would be in-
terested in hearlng from you by
phone or letter.

The new edition may be out in De-
cember; If not, then in early 1991. If
you would llke to receive notice of
the pre-publication price, so Inform
me in wrltlng.

The History Room at the down-
town llbrary is missing the bound
volume of the Enterprises for the
years 1923.24, which carried the
centennial of Farmington storles
and obiturary storles re: the death of
Farmington's Gov. Warner,

Also missing is the 1807-08 vol-
ume. I used both in the earller edl.
tion. Would anyone know of their
whereabouts?

untll cn. 1960 the offlce of Dr. Lee Lee S, Peel,

Halsted. It was sct back from Grand Farmington
Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's v
time to register with Selective Service n‘é{};

at any U.S. Post Office,

It's quick. It’s easy.
And it's the law.
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Kitchen Cabinets”
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WED. - APRIL 18th - 6:30 pMm -8 pm
AT OUR LIVONIA SHOWROOM
JOINUSFOR: - - . : '\ SPECIAL
- THIS SPECIAL EVENT. SLIDE PRESENTATION
e * on kitchen styles and features. -
_ Bring your questions and your* Inspect our complete kitchen
kitchen dimensions, We will * .- displays at your leisure.
. demonstrate design possibilities :. D N A
for you on'the spoti..... - - _ Refreshments will be served.

SEATING IS LIMITED.
PLEASE CAILL 261-6960 FOR RESERVATIONS.

KITCHEN SUPPLIERS, INC.

g ’ ‘s

R8H

. © LIVONIA ~
34724 Plymouth Road—East of Wayne Road
T 261.6960 S

patient are important, call-us, |

Hours: Mon, & Thurs. 88, Tues.-Wed.-Fri-Sat, 9-5.




