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HE CRUMMY, BOORISH behavior of a
few pro-life proponents has caused Blg
Brother to step into West

Free speech
Pickets louse it

up for everyone

The pro-lifers’ twisted

and put a regulatory clamp on freedom
of expression,

Yo, pro-lifers: got any plans to erode anything
else in the Constitution or Bill of Rights?

On April 2, the West Bloomfield Township
Board passed an emergency ordinance banning

interps of the First

A V's right to fr
expression crudely and
thoughtiessly exploited and
walared an individual’s Fourth

of

pickeling directed at a single b Id. It goes
into effect immediat,

The board’s action is an example of a cause/
effect relationship,

Last month. a clot of pro-lifers took it upon
themselves to take their battle directly to the
hiomes of people they believed to be doctors who
performied abortions. They picketed in front of
the home of one Orchard Lake doctor. The rest of
eir misinformed band of happy privacy invad-
ers visited the privite residences of 20 other
people they believed Lo be doctors who per-
formed abortions,

WE RECEIVED an advance call telling us
they would picket. The woman who called said
they were going to picket the homes “of those
who grind the bones of babies to dust for a liv-
ing.”

The pro-lifers were so pleased with the media
event, they've sugpgested that next time, as scon
as Mother's Day, Sunday, May 13, they might do
it again, targeting doctors in West Bloomfield,
Farmington Hills and elsewhere,

On April 2, (he township board received infor-
mation about that Mother's Day pickel, hence the
enactment of the emergency ordinance.

Enough already.

The pre-lifers’ twisted interpretation of the
First Amendment’s right 1o freedom of expres-
sian crudely and thoughtlessly exploited and vio-
lated an individual's Fourth Amendment right to
freedum from invasion of privacy.

The pro-lifers viotated the spirit and intent, if
not the technical letter, of the law. Their
overheated rush toward righteousness has caused

IIEN THE 50-caliber machine guns
chattered and democracy died t
June in Beijing's Tiananmen Squ:

oneone on & college campus in Ru-
chester Hills trembled.

When & Romanian despot was overthrown in
the most violent method imaginable, prayers of
thanks were offered in a Troy church.

When several ice dancers decided they'd had it
with their homeland, Soviet People’s hell, they
figuratively skated away to frecdon on the ice of
a Bloomlield Township rink. For them, Mikhail
Gorbaches's reforms came too late,

And while thousands chipped away at that
symbol of oppression in East Germany, so many
from our Qukland and Wayne county suburbs had
much more than a passing interest in watching
with delight as the Berlin Wall tumbled.

Momentous events a world away leave their
marks on our suburban psyche just as an earth-
quake seven thousand miles away leaves traces

:| en the paper of a seismograph. And quite often,

i

it’s a lot more than just a trace.

Our newspapers offer a seemingly endless line
of city council and school board news. lunch
menus, sepior cilizen activiti high school
spm‘ls and all the other stuff of lifc in suburbia.

IT GOES ON and on like that. Life's predicta-
ble . . . and a little dull. The most important
thing In our town thal week is, say, tie decision
of the city zoning board of appeals or a spat over
the words in some silly school play.

But then one morning we wake to find that
there’s been a massacre, a war's been declared, a
wicked regime has fallen and another is on its
way. Is thal somebody else's news? Something
for only the big city daily papers and the CBS
Evening News?

We look around our communities (rom Oak-
fand Township to Garden City and discover that

A world away
Faraway events touch suburbs

di t right to freed
!rom invasion of privacy.

a government body (aclually a second govern-
ment body — Bloomfield Hills already did the
same thing for the same reason) to step in and do
a very serious thing: regulate how one can ex-
press one's opinion.

EVERYONE IN this community, pro-choice
or pro-life, should be upscl about that and pub-
licty censure this group before its actions cause
the dilution of some of our other freedoms.

The pro-lifers could take a lesson from a guy
who pickets in front of a Lathrup Village clinic
on Southfield Road between 11 and 12 mile. All
winter, this man has been pacing in frent of a
clinie, in any weather, on the shoulder of the
road, with signs against abortion.

His spivit, If not his stand, is to be admired. He
clearly believes in his cause and is not a fair-
weather pro-life advocate. He has a right to
picket that clinic and is exercising that rigt to
its fullest.

1t takes a lot to stand in front of that clinic,
daily, in rush-hour traffic, and have pcople honk,
yell, swear and give him the finger. It takes true
conviction and courage.

It is a coward who makes a public fight private
and tries to justify such bullying tactics in the
name of the unborn child.

Clinics are public places. Pickel them as you
ish. Homes are private retreats, The leni
whi h you have taken your ciuse do not justify
the result,

Momentous events a world away
leave their marks on our
suburban psyche, just as an

earth ke seven th d miles
away leaves traces on the paper
of a seismograph. And quite
often, it’s a lot more than just a
trace,

it is our news, too, because our people are caught
up in those events.

Four days prior to the massacre of Chinese
students in Tiananmen Square, Donald Foster of
Garden City had daily tried to convince students
to leave the square before government iroops
moved in. He told his story to our newspaper,

There were other witnesses to the tragedy i
the People’s Republic, and many of those wit-
nesses were our readers. They returned safely to
tell their stories.

THE RECENT reforins sweeping Eastern Eu-
rope were little help 1o Michaela Olivova, a na-
tive Czechoslovakian who lives in Troy — and
wants lo stay, It sounds incredible, but it's true
.. . 0T it was true in January when we told the
story.

Michaela would have a better chance at politi-
cal asylum here had the Czech regime been a
little more oppressive,

For area residents with ties to Romania — and
that includes the Rev. Benajmin Cocar of Troy's
First Romanian Baptist Church — it the best
Christmas ever, even though no one re knew
what was golng on in the country of his birth. His
was another inleresting story to tell.

Speaking of Romania, how about the Bloom-
field Hills family who opened their hearts and
homes to an orphan from that natio

Of course, our “worldly” conneclivns weren't
only with Eastern Eurpoe and the People's Re-
public. Consider the Rev. John Waltace, pastor of
Lola Valley United Methodist Church in Redford
Township.

Wallace had a whale of a story (o tell in March
after returning from Nicaragua, where he was a
member of a watch delegation invited to observe
the Nicaraguan election.

There were Russian students in Rochester and
at Birmingham Groves, and our studenls visited
Russia.

These are Just a few examples of how our De-
troit suburbs have become part of the erush of
world events. We know we've missed a bunch,

But we thought it was worth mentloning. Life
in our communities is more than just lunch
menus and zonlng decislons.

New law is small step
forward for education

THE WIDEST gap betwceen diag-
nosis and preseription is not in medi-
cine. It's in education.

‘Fen years bave passcd slnce we
were warned of a “rlsing tide of
medloerity” In our public schools,
Since then, we have been bombarded
by diagneses of the maiady.

You pick: We need more teachers

. belter trained (eachers ...
more authority for teachers . ..
more money . . . classroom disci-
pline. . . a longer school day .
longer school year.

Teachers unions are too powerful
... too many adminlstrators with
teo much power . . . and so on.

A COMMON diagnosis: We have
not spent enough on kindergarten
through 12th grade schoals. The casy
preseriptlon: Spend more.

And we have. Last year, total
state expenditures on cducation
topped $2.5 billion, up 58 percent
from the $1.6 billion five years ago.

The results?

For 17 years the stale Department
of Educatlon has tested achlevement
{evels in reading, muth and science
for grades 4, 7 and 10. Over the past
10 years, scores have drifted up —
an average of 18 percent for mathe-
matics, 8.5 percent in reading.

Spending $8 percent more to get
18 percent better results isn’t cost-
clfective. The prescription dida’t
make us well.

Another common dlagnosis is that
the way we distribute money among

schaol districts is unequal and un-
fair. Evidence supporis this, The
level of spending per pupil in rich
districts such as Birmingham or
Southfield is as much as three times
that of poor districts such as Detroit
or fron Mountain.

A prescription hns been hard to

Philip
Power

find. The state L last year
couldn't agree on how to equalize the
way dollars were altocated Lo dis-
tricts, So lawmakers ducked and put
lv.n quite different plans on the bal-

Nol surprisingly, both were de-
feated,

hO\\' THERE'S ANOTIIER at-
tempt to get from diagnosis to pre-
scription, Gov. James Blanchard re-
cently signed a bilt glving new pow-
ers to the State Board of Education
to oversee Jocal school distriets on
the basis of performance — what
kids actually learn.

House Bill 4009 empowers the
state board 1o set up a “model core
curriculum,” though It stops short of
tequiring partleular courses. It docs
requlre schools to set knowledge
goals or risk lostng state aid.

in extreme cases, it gives the state
power to send In a special adminis-
trator 1o run a school.that falls for
three years to meet the accredita-
tien standards — or even close It.

The Jaw requires districts to work
oul improvement plans, Including
“goals based on student outcomes
for all students.” Thelr plans are to
spell out what all students are ex-
pected to Jearn. Schools will start to

be held accountable for what stu-
dents achieve.

This is important, For years,
schools tended to focus on getting
kids to gradute. A diploma was the
index of performance.

But cmployers screamed they
were hirlng klds with diplomas who
couldn't read, write or think (helr
way (hrough a simple preblem. All 2
diploma proved was that a kid had
been an inmate in a school for a suit-
ably long time.

COUNTING DIPLOMAS wasto
concentrate on an irrelevant thing:
process (haw long a kid has been in
school). The right thing is to concén-_
trate on outcome (what a kid actupl-
Iy learas).

The new law wlil help correct the
mistake. Despite what politicians
say, House Bill 4009 is not a sliver
bullet which alone fixes our prnb
lems. But it is a step forward. &

Thcsu days, be grateful for sm;\ll

Plnl Power is chairman of au'
company that owns this newsi-
per. His state and nationat
award-winning column witl op-
pear periodically,

Farmington readers’ forum
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Chief Dwyer
is supported

To the editar:

Please allow us o go on record
supporting  Police Chlef William
Dwyer's position that the contract
between the Farmington Hills Police
Officers Assoclation and Midwest
Publishing Co, is not in the best in-
terest of the police department ner
the community it serves.

‘This type of telephene sollcitation
Is more than questlonable; it Is ob-
jectlonable.

Only 15 cents of every dollar is
glven to the POA, and tbe Farming.
ton Public Schools have already
stated that they will not use any ma-
terial provided by Midwest.

We have posslbly the finest police
department In the state, We have a
proactive, responslve group of men
and women who have served our
communily henorably.

‘We hope that thls contract will not
be implemented and that Midweat
will sce that the residents of Farm.
ington Hills cannot be duped.

We further hope that the city
councll wil glve its utmost attention

to the legitimate gricvance matters

of pension and retirement of the po-

lice offlcers who have completed ap-

propriate years of service and de-

serve the fairest treatment that our
city can provide.

Alex Keurejinn, chalrman,

Citizens Crime Preveation

Advisory Committee

Farmington Hillx

Ski flying
story good

To the editor:

Pat Schutte's article (with photoes
by Dan Dean) was an excellent pore
lruynl of the thrills, excltement and
eluclrlclly cxperlcm:ed by being

1]

where the ‘hang-times' are six timds
greater than the best of Michael Jog-
dan, and where a 60-yarder, llke the
Joe Montana TD klnd would only hc
considered “a bom/

Yes, Copper Peak ski fying i
America's premier sporting event,
bul you've got to be there to bcllcv,e

o\ mililon roses to the Observer h
Eccentric for an outstanding articley
Charles Snpercymkﬁ

Livenid

Doc Doyle
informative

To the editor:
Just a note to let you know (hn
the columns by “Doc” Doyle abou

R T T S N

in
tlonal Ski Fly-
Ingat Cnpper Peak n Ironwoood,

Yet Pat recognlzes that words and
photos alone cannot do total justice
to this sport as he concludes, “Seeing
i3 believing, yet you won't belleve
your cyes."” He's absolutely right.

How does one “experience” the
thrill of a skier fying further than
Kirk Gibson can hit a bascbail,

— bseruer & Eccentric® Newspapers —

are both relevant and
timely.

More people are today taking o
interest In the educatlonal processy
and this column is Indeed helpful. T
{ind the answers glven to be reflec
Uve experienced responses to the val
rlety of readers’ questions,

William J, Klootey
Northvill§
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