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‘: WHEN THE LONGEST-serving
~¢Republlcan fn Congress and his wife
sisomeday leave Washington, they'll
s:bave to mave out of his cholee office
::wl(h its exqulsite view of the Capltol
z2and probably away from their colo-
tanlal-style home in a nearby Mary.
“Zland suburb,
Is But Blll and Jane Broomfield will
«leave something permanent behind,
something that most people in the
Qakland County subtcbs - which he
has represented for nearly 34 years
— know nothing about,

When Republicans in Washingten
congregate for business or pleasure,
it's often at the Capitol HHN Club, a
tive-story, while painted brick, fed-

Clerical dut

Q: With all we have heard fately
about students acd drugs and now
student sulcide, I wonder what our
counsclors are dolng? Do our school
counsellng programs perform the
services Intended and are theystruc.
tured properly? Are our studenis re-
celving sufficient Individual and
group counseting in our schools?

A: No students are not recelving
sufficlent individual and group coun-
sellng In most school settings. How-
ever, let’s not point our finger at the
typlcal school counselor untl we
‘consider what counseling was sup-
-posed to be and what it is.

I am familiar with the courses re-

- quired for a counsellng degree.
“These course are approprlate for
tralning future counselors. Most fu-
ture counselors when they entered
the profession pletured themseclves
spending most of thelr time In the
direct counsellng of students. This is
ot what happens in the real world.

Let’s break down a typlcal high

. school caunselor's school year. In the
fall counsclors are required to make
many class schedule changes. Sched-

. ute which counselors developed with

:the students and their parents during
the prevlous spring. Course changes
In September include overloaded

Broomfields will

eralstyle bullding located just a
short walk frem the Capltol and
from the bulldings where our leglsla-
tors have their offices.

During an Intervlew earlicr this
month with Jane Broomficld, she
told me: “Blll was instrumental in
bullding it. When he did the bullding,
he asked me Lo do the interlor.”

£
,é" %l Judith Doner
2\ /%, Berne

C . the
took me to the Caplto] Hllt Club for
lunch, so I was able to see it for
myself.

TIIE CLUB was buzzing, although
Congress was on Spring Break.
Durlng a brief tour, Broomfleld,
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Test of the Callfornla Achievement
Test, All this testing activity takes
considerable time from the [ndividu-
al counsellng many students need.

But it doesn't let up. Next are col-
lege entrance test, the SAT and the
ACT to organize and adminlster. And
1t a district has Its own Crlterfa Ref-
crence Test Program (homemade
test that measure achlevement in
cach subject tavght) both classroom
teacher and counseling time Is re-

uired.

Then at the end of cach marking
period, those students having diffi-
cultles (grade-wisc) are called In for

In the spring,
are often sent to the middle or junior
high school to develop class sched-
ules for elghth grade students and
thelr parents n preparation for en-
tering the high school setting. A
great program but time consuming,

viee of (he powerful House
Foreign Relatlons Committee, polnt-
cd out the varlous receptlon areas,

leave legacy

event - or {hat some were missing.
She made a mental note to track
theen down.

‘The club s both elegant and prac-
tical, Republicans who beleng may
use it for a quick mecal in the grill to
a major meeting In one of its many
banquet rooms or to take a visiting
Journalist to funch In its main dining
room.

1t can be taken over on weekends
for parties and events. Both of the
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of raising the money and finding a
site on which to bulld,

FUND-RAISING is ncver casy,
but the building also ltes within the
Capitol's histaric district. Anyonc
living in one of our communiiies
with historic districts, such as Bir-
mingham, Farmington, Troy or Ro-
chester Hllis, knows what difficultics
that peses. It had to pass analysls by
both the House and Senate building
committees as well as the Capitol

meeting rooms and
Meanwhite, his wife checked out the
conditlon of upholstery, explaining
that a piece of furnlture had been
moved — perhaps for a special

es rule

really a direct conflict with the
counseling process.

Don't get me wrong, All these
tasks and responsibllities are essen-
tial in runnlng an effective high
school program. But too many of the
services are clerlcal in nature.

You ask If counscling programs
are properly structured. I don't be-
lieve so.

What I envislon would be a coun-
seling program is one that begins in
elementary school. A program butlt
on preventlve intervention, a pro-
gram that addresses the chlldren’
prablems before they become major
issues be they drugs/alcohol, dl-
vorce, physleal/sexual abuse or sul-
cidal tendencles.

1 envision a secondary program
where para-professlonals  handle
most of the clerical work, (he testing
program and college applications
{proof read by the counselor).

I envision a program where coan-
selors are more avallable for indi-
vidual and group counseling, for
time to present seminars on suicide
preventlon, for training teachers ete,
The real world says this probably
won't happen because it would take
lots of money.

Futhermore some are
given the respansibility for senior

, ‘classes, of certain
classes or teachers by students or
parents.

i Once the schedule changes are
‘over, the task of filling out college
applications for senlors begins.

No sooner do the college applica-

. tlons pile up on counselors' desk than

. the Mlchigan Education Assessment

. Test (MEAP) rolls around, Thls state

- mandated test Is usually accompa.

«nied by the local school district's

“own adopted standardized test such

,as the Metropolitan Achlevement

3 exerclse, ca-
reer counseling and llaison with aca-
demlc department heads.

In May and June, counselors have
to identify those senior students who
many not graduate, counsel them,
plead wlith the students to get thelr
acl together, plead with the parents
(o help and hope teachers will grant
the student a last opportunity to do
the necessary work to graduate.

In some school systems, such as
Detroit, counselors also are respon-
sible for student disclpiine which is

cs, perform the ser-
vices Intended under our present
structure, unfortunately, too many
of those services are clerical. Free
from these clerical tasks, counselor
would then have more time to per-
form the services you belleve should
be delivered §n the school setting.

Dr. James Doyle is a former as-
sistant superintendent in  the
Troy School District. Questions
Jor this column should be sent to
Dac Doyte, ¢/o Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

» Established 1885
» Boarding/Day Students
» Accredited by

The University of Michig:

« Supervised Study
= 125-Acre Campus

« Excellent Sports
and Activities

« English as a Second
Language for
International Students

» 100% College Placement

ST. MARY’'S PREPARATORY

Orchard Lake, Michigan 48033

THE PREP PROMISE:

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND PERSONAL GROWTH

ST. MARY'S PREP provides an atmosphere of educational support
in & Christian Environment for boys grades 9-12,

an

We invite you to join
us for Mass at 11:00
AM in the Shrine
Chapel, Refreshmaents|
served after Mass in
the Dining Hall

ORCHARD LAKE SAINT MARY'S

PREPARATORY

Invites You To An
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, April 29, 1990

- 12:30 - 3:30 PM

Come meet our faculty,
students and
Explore The Prep Promise

Admissions Office

(313) 683-0532

For Additional Information Contact:
St. Mary's Preparatory School

Orchard Lake, Michigan 48033

Br marrled
held their wedding receptions there.
Before moving to this permanent
site, the club had apparently out-
grown rented space in a Washington
hotel. In the early *70s, when Gerald
Ford was Speaker of the House, he
asked Bjll Broomf{leld to take charge

Historic C¢

The Democrats have their own
club, the Natlonal Democratic Club
about three blocks away, but ne one
stands at the Capitol HIH Club door
asking to sce a GOP membership
card, and many members of “the
other party” rcportedly come as

behind

guests. “I understand there are lob-
byists that belong to bath of them,”
Jane Broomlield quipped.

Anyway, I found it Interesting that
though we track our congressmen's
votes, look o them for passes to
Washington sights and write them
when we have a particelar problem
or issue, not many of us would know
of this kind of involvement.

“It's probably the most lmportant
thing I've done for the party,” Bl
Broomficld said. What a very nlce
legacy for this long-time Oakland
County cengressman, and his wife, to
leave behind.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Fecentric,

Holidays: ‘I'm confused’

HERE I GO agaln, Getting all
confused.

In Rochester, which seems to have
been getting too much attention in
the news for the last few months, an-
other peculiar shtuation has devel-
oped.

It was in that northern suburb, you
may remember, that tempers flared
not 5o long ago over a controverslal
“hollday pollcy” that served to re-
strict the celebration of Christmas In
the schools

The policy, In effect, outlawed the
“celebration™ of the holiday in the
classrooms, limlting the observance
of the annual rlte to actlvities that
had educatlonal value. The pollcy is
a bit more complicated than that,
but that’s the essence of It.

I'm not sure that 1 totally agree
with the restrictions, but the under-
Iylng purpose of them sechs noble
enough,

As 1 understand lt, the purpose of
the palicy was to keep the “majori-
ty" (read that Christians) from im-
postng their views and beliefs on the
“‘minoritles” (anybody other than
Christians).

That Interpretation may be some-
what slmplistic, but it gets to the
heart of the matter.

The flap that ensued was so in-
tense that the schools declded to ap-
polnt a “task force™ to study the poli-
cy. And when the members of the
task force got together, they decided

. .

e Gladden
on what scemed like a logical ap-
proach at the time — survey the par-
cnts who have children attending

schools in the district and see what
they think.

So the surveys went aut — 10,000
of them. And now the returns are in
— more than 2,400, That represents
almost a 25 percent response rate,
and that’s quile good for any kind of
mail survey.

THE RESULTS - wel), they're
still subject Lo interpretation It, but
according to published reports, 52.2
percent of those responding indicat-
ed that they were generally satisfied
with the policy.

Of the others, 41.6 percent ex-
pressed dlssatisfaction and 6.2 per-
cent had no response,

Now the numbers are close. You
could report that “more than half of
the respondents were satlsfied with
the policy," or you could say that
"alenost half of the respondents were
dissatistied with it."

The interpretation depends on
whether you vlew your glass as half

full or half cmpty. But, whatever the
interpretatlon, none of it seems to
make much sense,

1f the point of the policy is to keep
the majority of the students/parents
from Imposing their views on the mj-
nority, then why bother to take a sur-
vey to sec¢ what the majority views
are?

Isn't that a contradictory concept?

If most of the respondents had
said “"We hate the pollcy and we
want to keep Christmas celebrations
in the schools™ wouldn't that simply
have added to the problem that the
policy was designed to address?

But now, since a majority of the
respondents {albelt a very small ma-
Jority) have indicated that they do
not want to lmpose their views on
l&lcn,orlllu. does that make the polley

Is it all right to de-emphasize ma-
Jority views if a majority of people
say It's all right? Put another way, Is
it all right to protect the rights of
minorlties as long as a majority of
the people approve?

Isn't something skewed about this
whole thought process?

I'm so confused.
But then, I never did understand
surveys.

Jack Gladden is a copy editor
at the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. He lives in Canton
Township.
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GIVE NEW LIFE TO YOUR JEWELRY. For one day only
we will have in our storc a large sclection of

scttings in 14 karat and 18 karat gold. We'll hcllp you make your
selection, and reset your diamond WHILE YOU WATCH.
TRADE IN YOUR OLD DIAMOND FOR A NEW, LARGER STONE.
In addition to a large selection of scttings, we will also have an impressive selection
of fine-quality loose diamonds, Now is the time to trade up to a larger diamond. An
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FAIRLANE~—APRIL 19
EASTLAND—APRIL 20
SOMERSET—APRIL 21
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3 please call for an appointment.
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