Jane Broomfield once had dim view of poI|
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SIIE IS QUTSPOKEN on the
abortion issue — “I really think
that should be left up (o the Individ-
ual, I don't think we have cnough
women in Congress. 1 don’t sce how
men can be decldlng women's is-
sues.”

Last fatl her husband changed
his stance and voled to overrlde the
President’s veto of a bill to easc re-
strictions on Medicaid abortions In
cases of rape or Incest. "1 think 1
have been doing a lot of lobbying,”
she commented.

Since their three daughters —
Susan, Nancy and Barbara — are
grown, they no longer have to wor-
ry about getting a baby sitter {o go
Into Washington for a soclal cn-
gagemenl, or back to Michigan for
a weekend of politicking or to ene
of the countries Broomfleld visits
as vlee chairman of the House For-
eign Ci

up with a solution.”

Programs for illitcracy, mental
retardatlon and mental illness, and
cystle fibrosis have also drawn her
support. “I guess the next one I'm
going to be Interested in is spina
bifida. Our youngest granddaugh-
ter has it.”

Her hobbies Include needlepalnt
and bridge Bored with deing small
needlepolnt pleces, she is now half
way through a three-panel floor
screen depleting thelr famlly histo-
ry, which she envlsioned then com-
missioned an artist to sketch.

She describes hersell as ecleetle
- in (e causes she champtons, her
decorating and In her dress.

“I sort of like to do my own
hing."

Her home “Is kind of a hodge

ge" of pieces they like, many
from their travels. She prefers
clothes shapplng in Birmlngham to
“When we first came

“There was always a sitter prob-
lem. We didn't have parents to
come ln and take over."

Early on the Broomflelds made
the decision to make a white, brick
colonial house in Maryland thelr
home. “It's the best way for most
(congresslonal) peaple,” Jane satd.
“Going back and forth was just too
hard on the children.”

But, “1 feel home is Mlchigan —
all our thoughts are there.” They
recently gave up their apartment
In Birmingham, and now stay in

the Lake Orlon Inkeside home of

Broomfield's brother, Robert, and

wife, X

“We're there once or twice a
month ~ and in the summer. We
get along so well."

THROUGH THE YEARS, Jane
hos had a number of causes:
“Whatever is immedlate. 1 worry a
1ot about the drug situation. I think
about it a lot. I would like to come

to Washington there were very few
shops. I couldn't wall (o get back to
Michigan to look for a dress.”

SHE STILL seeks out Blrming-
ham stores — *“They carry what
people in Michlgan are wearlng.”
She favors a tailorcd style and buy-
ing things that mix and match.

Although strapless Is back, the
Jane Broomflcld of today might
wear to the While House a black
velvet Jacket from a favorite suit
pul together with a chiffon skirt.

Where, by the way, she expeels
to be attending affalrs for somc
{ime. By most accounts Bill
Broomf{ield, who will be 68 on April
28, Is expected to win his 18th Con-
gressional term this fall. There has
been speculation for the last 10
years that he would retire.

There’s no substance to that, ac-
cording to Jane. “He's so consclen.
tlous and works so hard at it. He
just loves thls job so,”

Her view of Washington:

o On Washington nightlife: “Peo-
ple in Washinglon are all business
when they go to social events, They
go to bed carly. They get up carly.
Your socinl life Is nearly all work-
orlented. April and May are the busi-
est months.”

© On Washlngton society:
different than any place in the
world. I flnd you get all the tidbits of
gosslp in the (newspaper) columns.
IUs sort of like the movie colony in
California.”

® On belonging to Washington's
Capitol Hil) and Congresslonal clubs:
“I like to do the nilty-gritty work.
The social part doesn’t particularly
appeal tome.”

® On new administrations: “The
style of doing things will change. The
calerers change the type of food. The
clothes style wil} change. The enter-
tainment changes. I'm not great on
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® On a President and First Lady
who move up from Congress: “The
mood changes with Cangressional
wives. It's so great when it's one of
our own. They just know how you
feel”

® On Barbara Bush: “Barbara is
Just s0 down to earth and a lot of fun.
h\'mn look forward to dolng things for

or."

® On  Washington friendships:
“I've always trled to have friends
outslde government. It helps you
keep your perspective.””

e On major cvents: “They're all
excitlog. There’s something new
golng on all the time. One of the
most exclting times was when China
was opened up.”

# On traumatic times: “The Viet-
nam War, Watergate — a very sad,
sad era.”
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PHOTOPRESS INTERNATIONAL

Family photes and memorabilia from Rep. William Broomfield’s 34 years in Washington flank Jane Broomficld as she recounts
her life as a political wife.
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