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The Sovlet band Gaza, which is visiling the area in a Surface-to- 25,000 rubles {$3,300 in U.S.) in order to repay debts incurred in
Surface: Rock Not Rockets cultural exchange, needs to raise order to come here.

Gaza: Soviet band loves people

By Larry O'Connor
staft writer

Over the world’s two favorite
vlees — clgarettes and beer — Sovl.
¢t rock group Gaza discusscd the
real reasons why they find Amerjca
appealing.

Sorry, it's not MTV, the availablli-
ty of Recboks or even the beer in the
pitcher. Bouts of mass consumerism
are not on the agenda.

“It sometimes looks like a shop,”
said Azamat, the English-speaking
mémber of the group. “The peaple
are very warm and tolerant. The
rr;al.n richness of America s the peo-
ple.”

People Gaza hopes to reach with
music and a message.

The band is visiting the arca in a
Surface-to-Surface: Rock Not Rock-
ets cultural exchange, Gaza mem-
bers need o ralse 25000 rubles
($3,300 in U.S) in order to repay
debts incurred in order to come here,

‘Gaza wlll perform a handful of
shows, including one April 27 at Pay-
check’s in Hamtramek, to help carn
the money,

* Surface-to-Surface: Rock Not
Rockets is the bralnchlld of a Mos-
cow State Universlty student group
Pangenel. The group promates West-
ern bands who perform In the USSR,
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trying to make rock'n'roll universal
withaut borders.

‘That doesn’t ring clear until Gaza
takes (he stage. At a recent perform-
ance at Rick’s Cafe in Ann Arbor,
the group tore through a 10-song
sampling of its “dirty pop” sound.

GAZA'S MUSIC possesses the splr-
it of punk without the amties. The
guitar-driven sound is primal, snake-
like in rhythm. Valentine Hlup sings
in Russian, but the heartfelt num-
bers transcend language barriers.

Gaza formed in January 1989.
Along with Azamat and Hlup {pro-
nounced Klup), the band features
Yurl Surnik on bass and Igor Mesh-
kovski on drums.

Hlup has performed with such So-
viet underground bands as Inter-
courler and Fanya. He's also made a
reputation as a solo artist. Mesh-
kovskl hud experience with popular
music outfits of Briganda § and Dia-
na,

Hlup and Surnik collabarate on the
music; Hlup and Azamat handle the
lyrics. Gaza Is wrapplng up its first
album, “Liberty,” which members
deserlbe the music on as “tragical
optimism.”

“It's rather hard to make an LP in
the Soviet Union,” Azamat sald.
“First of all, the qualily is bad, Also,

it depends on the musicians. They
don’t pay money to musictans. We
also don't have copyright (laws).”

In many ways, Soviet bands face
the same obstacles as American
groups, Moncy is a major stumbling
block. A band receives anywhere
from 1000 to 2000 rubles a gig.

Sinee the reforms brought forth by
Mikhail Gorbachev, bands like Gaza
have emerged {rom the under-
ground. When Gaza performs a
show, the band makes a list of things
needed like a drum kit and PA sys-
tem. The hall provides the eyulp.
ment.

ALSO, IT only costs the band 50
rubles an hour to record in the stu-
dio. Whether “Liberty” sees the light
of day outside the USSR is another
matter.

“1 don't know,” Azamai said, “It
gocdszll't depend on us. It depends on

0d.

When reminded the Sovict Unlon
is a godless state, Surnik clarified:
“Soviet god."

Band members are staying with
Bob Molr In Ann Arbor. Moir has
been busy showlng the four Saviet
visilors the area.

“It's funny,” said Moir, who per-
forms with a band Pop Artillery.
“They have friends back home who
think we have televisions in trees

here. I'm driving them around in my
van, which is rusted out. Still, they'd
love to have samcibing like that in
the Soviet Unjon.™

At Moirs' residence, Gaza has
been able to rehearse regularly In
the home-built studio. In the Soviet
Union, bands can enly practice four
hours once a week because of the
lack of facilities.

So far, they like what they see in
American music. The band had an
opportunity to perform with Frank
Allison and the Odd Sox.

“They're very professional,” Aza-
mat said.

SINCE ROCK'N'ROLL became
“officlal,” bands have multiplied in
the Soviet Union. Moscow, Lenln-
grad, Siberia and the Ukraine have
become the music hotbeds.

All four members of Gaza hall
from different arcas of USSR. Aza-
mat is [rom a reglon ncar Soviet
Georgta, Surnik is from the Ukraine,
Hlup is from Odessa, and Mesh-
kovskl Is from Moscow.

And like many musiclans here,
there's a disdain for radio,

1 don't like to hear radio or TV,"”
Azamat said. "I can select some
tapes If I llke, I don't like to listen or
see what someone has already se-
lected for me.”

IN CONCERT

® Hannlbale

‘The Hannibals will perform on Mon.
day, April 23, a1 the Rick's Cafe, 611
Chureh, Ann Arbor. For information, catl
9962747,

® Cult Haroos

Cult Heroes will perform on Monday,
April 23, at the Blind Plg, 201 First,
Ann Arbor. For information, eall $96-
8555

@ Buttalo Tom
Bultalo Tom will perform on Tuesday,
April 24, at Club Heldelberg, 215 N.

@ The Ditterence

The Ditference will perform oo Friday,
April 27, at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For informatien. cal) 996-2747.

#® 13 Nightmares

13 Nightmares will perform  with
guusts, Holy Cows, on Friday, April 27, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arl
For information, call 663-7758.

© Paul Vornhagen Quintet

Paul Vornhagen Quintel will perform
on Frday and Saturday, April 27-28, at
Bird of Paradise, 207 5. Ashley, Ann Ar-

Main, Ann Arbor. For call
663-7758.

® Thoe Hypnolics

Thee Hypnotics will perform on Tues
day, Aprid 24, at the Blind Pig, 208 S
First, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
4968555,

® Penlisc

- Pontiac will perform with guests, Cra-
ay Lizard. un Wednesday, April 25, at
Club Heidelbery, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor.
For informatian, call 663.7758.

® Idy! Roomers

1dy) Roomers will perform on Wednes-
day, April 25, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
Fisst, Ann Arbor. For information, call
9968555,

® Phincas Gage

Phineas Gage will perform on Wednes-
day and Thursday, April 25-26, at the
Waiting Hoom Launge, 3216 Carpenter,
Hamieamek  For informalion, czll 891-
9797

® J.0.Lamb

1.amb will perform on Wednesday,
Aprll 25, at the Jukubox. 4616 N. Wood-
ward, Royal Oak. For informalion, call
549.2233,

® Ash Can VanGogh

Ash Can VanGogh will perform on
Wednesday, April 25, a1 Key West, 24230
Six Mile, Detroit. For information, call
592-0090.

© Bobby Radelitf

Bobby Radeliff will perform with
fuest, Cattish Lodge, on Thursday. April
26. at Sully’s, 4758 Greenficld, Dearborn.
Radeliff will also perform on Friday,
April 27. For information, call 846-5377.

© Polson idon

Poisen Idea will perform with guests,
Guilt Parade and Mol Triftid, on Thurs.
day. April 26, at Club Heldelberg, 215, N.
Main, Ann Arbor. For information, call
663-7758.

© The Chllts

The Chills will perform with guests,
Blake Babies, on Thursday, April 26, at
the Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
For infnrmation, catl 996-8555,

® Lucky Paterson

Lucky Petersen will perform on Thurs-
day, April 26, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church.
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996~
2047,

® Goorgla Sstellites

Georgla Satellites will perform on
Thursday, April 26, at The Ritz, 17580
Frazho, Roseville. For information, call
778-8150

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 albums receiving
airplay on WORB-FM 90.3, campus sta-
tion of Oakland Community College Ore-
hard Ridge Campus.

1. “Deep,” Peter Murphy
Blue Sky Mining,” Midaight I
P}, David Bowle

s, Skiany Puppy
- “Flood," They Migst be Glasts

2. “Winking ln the Bush," The Laughing
Hicks

B." Sclulng for Lexs,” The Colors

9. “Welcome to the Terrordome,”
Public Eaemy

10.“Paul's Boutique,” Beastie Boys

8
(EP) 9.

bor. For Infars , call 662-8310.

® Kutchle

Kulchle, a reggae band from Chicago,
will perform on Friday, April 27, at Pul-
lum’s Place, 6001 Woodward, at Bur-
roughs, Detroit. For infarmatlon, call
8314188,

® Spoaker's Corner

Speaker’s Corner will perform on Frie
day. April 27, at the Hamtramek Pub,
2048 Caniff, off 1.75. For information,
cal} 3659760,

@ The Violanl Fammaes

‘The Violent Femmes wil) perform on
Friday, April 27, at the Latin Quarter,
3067 £, Grand Bivd., Detroit. Tickets are
$17.50 in advance. For Informaltion, call
99.-MUSIC.

@ Coronor

Coroner will perform with guests,
Atrophy, on Friday, April 27, at Blondics,
21138 W. Seven Mile, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call $35-8108.

® The Mission UK

‘The Misston UK will perform on Fri-
day. April 27, at the Royal Oak Musie
Theatre, 318 Fourth, Royal Oak. For in-
farmation, call 546.7610.

® Yrinidad Tripoli Steel

Trinidad Tripolt Steel Band will per.
form on Friday and Saturday, April 27-
28, at the Blind Pig, 208 5. First. Ann Ar-
bor. For lnrnrmallon call 996-8555.

# Ruthloss Horde

Ruthless Horde wil) perform 2 few
songs off l1s new Lape 4:30-6:30 Saturday,
April 28, at Blrmingham Music, 378 S.
Hunter Blvd., south of 15 Mile.

ﬂobb no, will perform on Saturday,
April 28, at Hamiramck Pub, 2048 Can-
¢, off 175 For Information, cal} 365-
9760.

& Ako-Ben

Ako-Ben reggae band will perform on
Saturday, April 28, at Pullum's Place,
6001 Woodward Ave., at the corner of
Burroughs, Detroit. For Inforamtion, call
8354188,

® The Cramps

The Cramps will perform on Saturday.
April 28, at the Latln Quarter, 3067 E.
Grand Blvd.. Delrolt. Tickets are $14.50
in advance. For informatlon, calt 99-MU-
SIC.

® Son Saal

Son Seal will perform on Saturday,
April 28, at Sully's, 4758 Greenfield,
Dearbora. For informatlon, call 846-5377.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 sann reec)vln; -lr
play on “Detroit Music Scene,” which Is
hosted by Scott Campbell and heard 4.5
p.m. Sundays (repeated 5:30-6:30 p.m.) on
WDTR-FM.

L. “Primal Fen,” Jimmy Bones

2. “Ground Sound,” Seasitive Blg Guys
3, "My Friend,” Cappa Joe

4."Public Perception,” Freemasons

5. “Take You There,” Viess B 23

6, "Llitleheads,"” The Hazaibals

7. “Could It Be You,” Sce Dick Ran
"Substitution,” Termlnal White
Funky Cowbay,” Goober & the Peas
10. ‘Nccd Your Love," Mare Ludeman

BEHIND
THE MASK

— Fleetwood Mac

In its first album since the depar-
ture of songwrlter-gultarist-guiding
light Lindsey Buckingham, rock’s big
Mac faces two blg questions.

. Towlt:

1. Is Fleetwood Mac still o band,
or merely a back-up group for Stevie
Nicks or Christine McVie, whenever

T lew T S

band isn't the self-contained song
factory it once was.

And Buckingham Is indecd missed,
‘l‘hctes nolhlng as ear grabblng here
as “Blg Love” or “Tusk,” the two
oddbatl Buckingham-written singles
that lead off previous Mac albums.

The flrst single here, “Save Me,”
and familiar, with its

cither takes the

2. 1s Buckingham's dcpnrlur-.- a
obstacle the new band, however tal-
ented, can't overcome?

~The answer to the first questlon is
that Flectwood Mac is still a reason-
ably cohesive ualt, New members
Billy Burnette and Rick Vito are
miore than just hired guns, They even
tatn in some of the album’s best
moments — on thelr joint rockabil-
ly-styled “When the Sun Goes Down"
and on Vito's “Stand on Rock.”

*5Uill, there are a surprising num-
bér of cutside songwriters making
cdntributions including Mike
Catnpbell of the Heartbreakers,
Sfmon Climie and new McVie part-
nér Eddle Quintela — Indicating the

v \

is

steady beat and soaring vocal har-
monies and should slot In nicely
alongside past hits on the band’s ex-
pected concert tour,

Some other songs, however, trudge
along, plagued by cliche-ridden lyr-
Ies (“Skles the Limit") or ponderous
melodles (“Freedom™).

In short, “Behind the Mask” cone
vincingly answers neither question.
But it should allow Fleetwood Mac
at least one more chance at doing so.

—~— Waypne Peal

THE SILOS
— The Silos

Critics seem to be failling all over
themselves to pralse The Silos self-
titled third album and major label
debut, Even the not-caslly-lmpressed
“Rolllng Stone” glves it four stars
and goes so far as to call the Sllos’
two earlier albums “near classle.”

And for good reason,

This Is the sort of album you think
of when you think of *good old
rock'n’rall.” The Silos don't break
any new ground with this album, but
that's OK, Sometlmes, you just want
to listen to simple heart-

to the songs with thelr rough and
raspy volees.

Instrumentation on (he album |s
sparse and understated — just your
basic sct-up of gultars, bass and
drums. There are few quict accents
of such Instruments as a voila, plano

felt lyrics and stralght-forward vo-
cals that have managed to escape
over-production in the studlo.

When you put on this album, you'll
find that it scems very famlllar.
Even though the album Is hot off the
press, the songs sound like they've
been around forever, or at least for a
couple of decades. This album
sounds like il could have been made
In the late "60s — it's that timeless,

The Sllos sing slmple melodles
that arc based in the tradition of
southern rock., But sometimes The
Silos veer out of southeran rock ter.
ritory and land squarely In straight
country and western territory, Bol
Rupe and Walter Salas-Humara lend
that old country and western twang

and a here and there, but
these touches are the exception.

Perhaps this subtlety comes, in
part, from the production by Peter
Moore — he's the guy who produced
the Cowboy Junkies,

The album kicks off with “Caro-
line," onc of the most immediately
appealing songs on Lhe nlbnm‘_ This

BLUE SKY MINING
— Midnight Oil

This Is certainly not an album you
would want to play at your next par-
ty, unless it's for “Earth Day” or
something. The cver-potitical boys
from Down Under are back with an-
other album that wears its idealogl-
cal heart on its sleeve, not complete-
ly unlike their gmundhmaklng 1987
album "Dlesel and Dust."

The listener who takes more than
a passing Interest in Jyrics and mes-
sage witl notice that cach track on
“Mining” is more than just a “song”
— the word “treatise” might be
maore nppmprln(e.

you're the kind of person who
pays no attention to words, you may
still enjoy (his album because the
music is an Infectious and provoca.
tive as its none-too-subtle vocals,

The recurring themes on this ale
bum are man's inhumanity to man
{explored heavily on “Diescl and
Dust”) and man's Inhumanity to his
environment.

“Blue Sky Mine,” the current sin.
gle, connects with both themes in its
cnr::\l:nury on lhn wcrklns ‘man

anl

o
e

Among the album’s hlghllghu are
“Forgetton Years," an antl-war song
that comes the closest to duplicating
the group's biggest single — "Beds
‘l;'re Bumlng." the escaplst “King of

accessible rocker Is a
barred-all-out southern jam. It's
hard to believe that 1t's a new song
because it sounds like it has been a
classic for nges,

Is Is an al um full of songs that
tell It like it s — without embarrass.
ment, without posturing. In the
hands on Salas-Humara, honesty
somehow seems like a fresh concept.

— Jill Hamilton

tempt with the omnlpotcnl Blue Sky
Minlng Co.

The upbeal melody of “Stars of
Warburton"” doesn't match the
track’s skeptical tone. This song
manges allusions to eavlrunmenul
abuse, media barons, Elvis and JFK.
If 1t hasn't become apparent yet,
sometimes all this political stuff l.| a
bit overwhelming. E

" everybody run to the

mountains to get away from the dis-

aster in progress below, and the

acoustic *One connl.ry ** which finds

its effectiveness In
“Blue

lead of Midaight Qil's previ

fort, but don't expect it to achieve

the same kind of commercial suce

cess.

- Bob Sadler :




