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A gathermg of people who like to sing

By Loraino McClish
statf writer

adults who have completed thelr
high scho}l e:ilucﬁnn, or perform In

HE 90 SINGERS that make
up Farmington Communi-
ty Chorus are on the count-
down now to their spring

concert, “Spotlight on Broadway."

Thraughout the past 10 years cach
of the concerts have been a little
more ambltious, a llttle mare cre-
ative, a little more progressive with
Innovations, has a llttle more pizazz
than the onc before,

"Qur winter concert was sold out
— that was the first time that hap-
pened — and we got our flrst stand-
Ing ovation,” sald Jeff Zorn, speak-
ing for the chorus. “For the spring
coneert all 90 of us will be In cos-
tume for a medley from ‘Les Miser-
ables,’ our biggest production num-
ber In the show, and that will be a
first, so we keep growing, keep mov-
ing with new Ide:u new duets, new
groups, new acts,

SHDWUmc for “Spolllghtan Broad-
way" is at 8§ p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, May 11-12, in Harrison High
Schoo), 29995 12 Mlle Road, Tickets
may bc purchased at the door for $4,
or $3 for senlors and students. Chil-
dren under 10 are admitted {ree,

It's just possible area resldents
could get a sneak preview of the
show about 9:30 or 10 p.m. on any
‘Tuesday night in Ground Round on
Orchord Lake Road and 13 Mile
Road.

“A lot of us meet over there after
rehearsal and It's not at all unusual
for us to break out In song ~ any
song we happen to be rchearsing,”
Zorn said,

WHAT THE FULL chorus s
rehearsing s anywhere between 20
24 pleces In any given September-to-
June year for its two formal perfor-
mances. The repertoire then makes
It possible for the chorus to have o
show that can be put together in a
hurry to answer requests for private
partles, slng at graduations for

‘It's a lot of work, but
we're people who like
to sing. There is one
rehearsal every week
and each of us geta
tape for homework. If
you are a member of
the Farmingtones (an
ensemble of 18 select
voices), or a soloist, in
a duet, in one of the
specially acts, it's a lot
more work. We always
have a couple funny
pleces, and this year
we have an extremely
humorous version —
written by one of our
members — of “You'll
Never Walk Alone.”*
—Jeff Zorn
Farmington Community
Chorus

By Loulse Okrutaky
spocial writer

‘es

“It's a lot of wark, but we're peo-
ple who like to xlng.” Zorn sald.
“There is onc rehearsal every week
and each of us get a tape for home-
work, If you are a member of the
Farmlnglones {an ensemble of 16 se-
Iect volees), or a sotolst, in a duet, In
one of the speclalty acts, it's a lot
more work.

“We always have a couple funny
pieces, and this year we have an ex-
tremely humorous verslon — writ-
ten by one of our members — of
‘You'll Never Walk Alone.’ "

Not only do the chorus members
lke to sing, they are willing to pay
todoso,

Their $25 per year dues make
them seclf-sustalning, though they are
underwritten by Farmington Hills
Department of Speclal Services.

A chorus commlttee decides on
the music they will sing. The muslc
Ilbrary is bought with thelr own
funds, and so is the salary of thelr
director, Donald Stromberg, and ac-
companlst, Susan Garr, pald with
thelr own funds.

“We have a high quality backstage
technical crew — all of the technl-
cians are volunteer — that all goes
towards maklng a high quality pro-
duction,” Zorn sald.

AS THE CHORUS grows more
creative on stage, so is It cxpanding
on several other [ronts,

A something new Is the patron list

Pleaso turn to Pago 2

New problems

Churches in the Soviet bloc move from survival to expansion

umph Mellowlng of nmdnl govern-
ent mlislon

towal

Churches in Soviet bloc countries
{ace new problems in the face of tri-

‘Schools are important
in Eastern Europe to
church activities. In
the West some leaders
don't have the task to
help schools, but in
Eastern Europe where
the state school
system is paralyzed,
there's a 400 year
tradition of church
schools.

— Gjula Csert

menf
leaves churches struggling
transition from survival ucucs
expansion atrategies.
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“Most churches In the Soviet
Unlon — Czechoatovakia, Hungary,
Romanla, Bulgaria — were nbso-

While a comparatively flesty
Catholic Church in Poland resisted
outright use as part of nn ln:t.rument

« lutely loyal to the C Part;

They'd lost their Identity and nutono—
my,” says the Rev. Gjula Cserl.

He's lecturing now In the metro.
politan area on the future of church-
¢ in Eastern Europe,

Before he escaped to West Germa-
ny, he was a pastor in the Hungarian
Reformed Church. A pastor in the
Evangellcal Church of West Germa-
ny, he's aclive in alding Eastern Eu-
ropean churches adjust to their now
status. Caeri I3 a lecturer In ethics at
the Justls Leiblg in Gles-

of g
poHcy goals, ou:m dldnt tare as

"ln Hungary, the churches lmvc to
deal with the heritage of Communist

enced by the democracy movemcx'x‘t.

Farmington Community Cho-
rus director Donald Strom-
berg (above) puts 90 singers
through their paces every
Tuesday night to prepare for
two concerts a year, At left in
foreground, Dixie MacMillan
and Don McLeod rehearse for
their part in the mediey of
songs from "Les Miserablea,”
the big production number in
the spring concert, All of the -
chorus members put togeth-
er their own costumes for the
show.
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to repalr long neglected church
and

They muat take over
said,

FINANCIALLY stapped churches
In Eastern European countries are
faced with a new opportunity to ex-
pand but lack capital and sometimes

ost basic malerlals, such as

mle > Cserl says. “Church leadership
by

wi(h the state.”

When the old Communist govern-
ments !ell, {t left church organliza-
tions stratificd. Religious leaders
who had been tied to the old govern-
:nenlt find lhemselves ll odd.! with
oca!

sen, West Germany and & rofmar
of éthlcal and i

“There's a tcn:lon belween the

mo Technlul Unlverslty of Glusen.
E{a ed by the Rev,
Rumld lens of F'nrmlnglan Hills,

UNDER THE old rellmc, rellg-
fous orgnin om ad hoc

lnndcnhlp. The memberablp Is
trying to hold the ludénhlp ace
countable, It remalns to

. wppofunnheplﬂyﬁno.&eduyx.

be seen how’
we tenslon will be resolved,” Cseri’

‘I‘hat doosn't mun . everyone, En" :
talnted, he. nld.,"Ym[ peopla Influ. -

texts. While Cserd would
like church leaders In the United
States help their Eastern bloc coun-
terparts to rebulld, he says there's a
thin line between granting ald and
directing the entire effort.

“There Is a 40-year lag in publish-
Ing theological books. Sometimes
they arc publishing books not helpful
to this sltuation. We should discuss
what would be Important. Discussion
la the first step,” ho sald. .

Since churches In different East-
ern bloc countries face different

problems, the type of atd wwld need
. to be tallored to the altuation; *+.¢ -
Money and materiala‘are neeﬂed :

schools suffered In most countries
during the last regime. “Schools are
important in Eastern Europe to
church activities. In the West some
lenders don't have the task to help
schools but In Eastern Europe where
the state school system Is paralyzed,
there's a  400-year tradition of
church schools. It'd be wise to sup-
port Christian schools.
In Hungary, the govcmmenl na-
tionallred church achools durlng lhe
19503, Now, the new government
returned some of we old buiidlnp (n
the churches. “In Budapest, the state
gave back the Hunxarhn Reformed
Church's high school building. It's in
such a desolate condition that the .
church needs millions to repalr and
* start the school,” Cseri sald.,

Unllke other Eastern hloc eoun—
tries {n which maf
even for buyers with Amerlw dol-
lars, Huupry bas bulldlna supplies -
avallable, * N



