Agency focus is on the family

While Michlgan communlity organ.
Izations and agencles observe the
Month of the Young Child, it s fit-
ting to focus on a serlous problem
that can affect famllies in any com.
munlity — child abuse and negleet —
which Is the primary mlssion of
Family Focus, a private, non-profit
volunteer agency serving Oakland

County.

Family Focus belleves that “at the
root of many cases of child abuse
and neglect 18 stress, the lack of ba-
sle parenting skills, poor famlly
communications, along with the
need for better knowledge of money
mnrlmgemeﬂt and problem solving
sklils.” .

Therefore, the organlzation spon-
sors parenting classes, taught by
highly skilled professional teachers,
These cight-week sesslons are ol-
fered throughout the year at varions
Qakland County locations. While
some attending these classes are re-
ferred by the courts, churches or
other community organlzations, oth-
ers come on their own when they
recognlze that they are experiencing
difficulties.

“Some parcnts may get along well
with a twe-year-old,” explains Faml-
ly Focus director Dee Dise, “but
may not understand thelr leenager.
These classes can help gulde par-
ents.”

Diabetes isa major contributor
toheart disease, kidney disease
and blindness. So when you
support the American Diabetes
Association, you fight some

of the worst diseases of A 1
our tinie, .l

A modest fee Is charged for the
clbnlsscs, but scholarships are avail-
able.

Famlly Focus also maintalns a
parent advisory phone for the com-
munlty, Callers will be glven refer-
rals to agencies available to assist
them In their parttcular situation. A
mother at the end of her rope may
call,”” sald Dise. “Or, a parent who
suspects that his chlld may be on
drugs might call for guidance.”

MONITORED visltatlons erdered
by Probate or Circuit Court are a
primary functlon of Famlly Focus,
Thls program provides a visit be-
tween non-custodial parents and
their chlldren in a neutral location.
monltored by a tralned volunteer.

“The need for these visitations
arises when one parent has been
accused of abuse or neglect “sald
Dise, "These visltatlons wlll continue
untll the case Is adjudicated. We
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don't make a judgment. The allega-
tions could be wrong.

“With a monltored visitation we
protect the child at risk and see that
the chlld and parent have the oppor-
tunity to know cach other,” said

ise.

This program is unique to Ozkland
County and relles on volunteer monl-
tors, donated monltoring sltes, such
as the YMCA or Salvation Army, and
donated materlals.

A volunteer undergoes five train-
ing sesslons and usually works two
hours a week.

“Most volunteers work with one
family al a tme, although some
have two,” said Dise. “We have re-
tired teachers, col-
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Oratorical contest
inners announced

David Perty, an 0. E. Dunkel Mid- Minous, Power Middle School; and
dle School student, and Melissa Rob- Nima Paidipaty, Mercy High School.
bins of Mercy High School, took first
place In an oratorical contest spon-  The contest was for youth under
sored by Farmington-Farmington 16 years of age. First place winners|
Hills Optimist Club of Michlgan. wlll advance to the Michigan Dis-

Second place winners are Corey trict Region competition.

(Fi78

lege interns. There ls a constant
need for volunteers.”

For more information on volun-
teering, parenting classes or the par-
ent advisory phone, call Family
Focus at 642-3083.

Marcie Walker is a freedance
writer who has researched the
subject of child care in the Detroit
area,
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YOUR GOOD
SERVICE
SPEAKS
FORITSELF.

But who is speaking to po-
tential new customers in
row aroa about your serv-
co? Gonmg To Know You
helps new homaownars

{ind appliance or auto
repair, exterminator or
focksmith with a housewarming package filled with needed
information about selected cammunily service companies.
Join the finest merchants and professtonals by subseribing
to your Jocal Getting To Know You program, and help your
new nelghbors gotacquainted with you.

TO. KNOW- 4O
NEWCOMERS NATIONWIDE

‘became a sponsor, call {(B00) 845-6376

InNew York State (800) 632-9400
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, one of the couhtry’s finest communities for senior living, is centrally
located within only 10-15 minutes of almost all Detroit goinmunities...and to an excited Grandparent
ting that big hug from their favorite granq.t):ﬁ

s-also comforting to know that in the unIlkeIQ&E\rg
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‘Join us at m% and be closer to_‘}ipyr loved ones

Seniors care very much about being close to their loved ones — so do their friends
and families! '

r friend — that's important.
nt of an emergency, loved ones are close by.
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