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County court
hailed for
efficiencies

By Tim Richard
statt writer

Chief Justice Dorothy Comstock
Riley wants Michigan to look at a
“unified trial bench™ as the best an-
swer to more efficient and accessi-
ble courts.

Tn her state of the judiciary ad.
dress. Riley praised the Legisla.
ture for creating a 21-member
commission to review the structure
of state courts.

Michigan's trial courts include
§5 circuit courts, which handle ma-
jor civil and criminal cases. De-
troit Recorder’s Court, handling
criminal cases in the city; coumy
probate courts, bandling estate and
Juvenile matters; 93 district courts,
handling minor civil, misdemeanor
and pre-trial criminal casess and
five municipal courts.

“MANY STATES bave deter-
mined that a unified triat bench is
the bedrock upon which meaning-
ful judicial reform has been buije.”
saic¢ Riley, who stopped short of
flatly rmmmendlng unification in
Mi

“Unification has enabled these
states to make opumum use ofbu-

‘Many states have
determined that a
unified trial bench is
the bedrock upon
which meaningful
Judicial reform has
been built.’
— Dorothy Comstocy A
stare e

Local judges ‘most respected’

By Ralph R. Echtinaw
stat! writet

® In two years the Court of
Appeals casaload has Jeaped 3¢
percent. mostly in crimira) cases.

@ The Legistature bas defined
bew crimes: dry;

medical waste dumping. food
samp fraud aod ethnic intimida-
tioa.

® A 1988 law opening public ac-
cess to juvenile cases has resulted
in probate courts coalrosting
shortages of courtroom space, file
storage space and staffs to process
requests for files.

¢ ]n two years, domestic rela.
tions cases increased 12 percent.
These include: divorce, separate
paternity, child cus-

man and
and thus assure their citizens equal
access 1o their courts.™

She pointed out that the US. Con-
stitution was written In 99 days,
hinting she didn't want the pew
commission’s work to drag.

tody, child support and visitation.
® “Drug activity, once thought
1o be only an epidemic, ts now vir-
n.ul]y out of control.”
in civil litiga-
uo: is spawped in large part by

The court commis-
sion 18 to include 21 members: six
appointed by the House speaker,
six by the Sepate majority leader,
three by the governor, three by the
chuef justice and three by the presi.
dent of the State Bar.

STATE COURTS are burdened
not oaly by the sheer number of
cases exceeding the rate of popula.
tion growth, but by more laws and
demands for work placed on them
by the public, she sald.

Examples:

RILEY PRAISED many effi-
cieocy steps already taken by
courts.

Oakland Circuit Court was
przised for Its videotape recording
esperiment. Oakland's Frieod ul
the Court office was singled out for
its system of storing court docu-
meats in computers.

Riley said the quality of child
protection has improved by
Foster Care Review Boards opera-
ting in Waype, Oakland and nive
otber counties.
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Four Qakland County judges were
among 25 state jurists named Machi-
Ban’s “maost respected” by Michigan
Lawyers Weekly newspaper.

“I can’t bchr\e it,” said Circuit
Judge Edward Sossick “It's a nice
honor. This is a very Jonely job. You
geoerally hear the bad and vou rare-
Iy hear the good.”

Sosnick, a Bloomfield Township
resident, has been on the circut
bench for 16 months. Previously he
served four vears i the 48th Distriet
Court.

Sosnick told Lawyers Weekly kis
most satisfying momest o the
bench was getting through his first
district court case in 1984, the King
Boots trial King Boots was a Bire
mingham sheep dog that attacked
and killed an 87 -‘w-vld woman.

The other three Oakland jodges se-
lected were Steven N. Andrews, Hil-
da R. Gage and Gene Schnelz.

The 25 judges were selected based
oa a Lawyers Weekly survey of

. more than 1,500 of its attorpey read-

ers. Lawyers Weekly editor Dan
Sharp cautioned, bowever, that judg-
es in the populous counties bad an
advantage over their more rural
counterparis.

With more attorpeys in counties
like Oakland. it was oaly natural
that Oakland judges would fair well
in the coatest. “The fact that some-
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Judge Edward Sosnick

one was 0ot selected doesa’t mean
ety Dol Guing & gUNE Wb, &pe-
c:al!y 13 the smaller counties.” Sharp
said. “There are & jou of judges downg
gc-cd work ant pobudy knows about
e

JUDGE SCHNELZ. wbo is known
for his bumor, agreed Witk Sosmick
that "1t's zice o gel & pat on the
back” adding that 11's “usvally low.
er and applied with a foot. You cant
Ret 100 excited because tomoTow
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an apd chel circuit court justice,
sras also “very booored to have been
selected. It's seldom that we hear
such positive statements™

Andrews told Lawyers Weekly the
biggest problem facing his court is
0 many casts and Dot eadugh time
10 baodie them. “Our criminal dock-
#1s consume an unprecedented and
disproportiozate am.nt of our time;
and energies,” be said.

Judge Gage. a 12.year Circuit
Court veteran and B)oo'nheld Town-

unmzmgczble proportions,”
said. “You've got 10 make these snap
decasions. Hopefull
\wan.bu!xls)mmu'cbdmg

Gage said winzing the Lawyers
Weekly honor was a plea.un!
surprise. “When we sit up on thal
besek. 1t's isolaung and we rarely
get feedback ™

CHARLES CLIPPERT, Oaklabd
County Bar Assaciation president-
elc'“.. tad high praise for :J.\ (vu

d Judi ‘winners.
certainly all very quahﬁed and m;b-
Ir respicied judges,” be said. “For
whe most part. (they're) bard work-
g inteiligest prople of iptegrity.”

Sharp said mest of the wizners in
his roplest wrole “nice and preiy
bomble Jeters” but some bad 3
1ot of them said,
extra copies (¢f
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