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BERKELEY CLAIMS THE FIRST THANKSGIVING

By Lorinda Holde
spocial writer

~The bright sunshinc was almost blinding as my hus-
band and I traveled along Route § toward Richmond,
Va.

»Although we were tired after 2 day of sightsecing in
Jamestown, we had one more stop to make, the Berke-
toy Hundred Plantation. Berkeley is reportedly Virgin-
ia’s most historic plantatlon and the site of America's
first Thanksgiving.
y.We rcached the entrance to Berkeley at 4:30 p.m.,
1ear closing time. The dirt driveway was lined on both
dides by a dense growth of tall oak trees as we drove
p to the three-story, red brick mansion,

Shrubs bordered the walk leading to the front doar,
phich was surrounded on both sldes by two windows,
s I looked up, I counted elght more windows and two
dhimneys that stoed llke sentries upon the triangular,
ray roof.

AN ELDERLY woman dressed in a leng, floral cos.
umne dress greeted us at the door and introduced her-
elf as Roberta Luce. She then directed us to the base-
hent, where our tour began.

As we descended Into the damp basement, it was
bvlous that it served as a museumn. Large palntings
Jepieting carly life at Berkeley hung on the walls and
n the right was a large display case containing bul-

eLs,

.Close examination revealed that many of the bullets
contalned teeth marks, During the Civil War, Berkeley
served as a Union hospltal, Roberta said. Wounded sol-
dlers were given bullets to bite because no pain medl-
cation was available.

{Belt buckles and cannonballs were other Union rel-
ics found on Berkeley's soil.

:BERKELEY BECAME home of the Harrisons, the
famlly that Included a signer of the Declaration of
Iadepend; and two U.S. p It's said to be
the oldest three-story brick house In Virglnia and the
first with a pediment roef.

* It was built in 1726 by Benjamln Harrlson 1V and his
wlfe, Ann. Their son, Cot, Benjamin Harrlson V, inher-
Ited Berkeley at the age of 19 when his father was
sfruck by lightning while trylng to close enc of the
upstalrs windows durlng a storm.

:As we proceeded into the North parlor, Roberta

A taste of
the Old South
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: Thave a vlvid mental pleture of the Loulsiana
plantation country, and It has nothing to do with
cither the Mlsslsslppi or the Civil War.

- It Is a picture of a young gulde in a beautiful
antebellum dress, She was restlng on a grand
19th century veranda, fanning herself in the
summer heat. Her hooped skirt lifted fust far
enough off the wooden floorboards to reveal her
footware, a pair of scuffed white athletic shoes
and a pair of short white socks.

at’s the way It Is along the Misslssippl Riv-

The Rose HIll plantation In

pointed out an Impressive looking portrait of Col. Har-
risen hanging above the fireplace. He was a signer of
the Declaration of Independence and he also served
three times as the governor of Virginla.

Apparently, Col, Harrison enjoyed entertaining and
Berkeley was often visited by his close friem, George
‘Washington. America's next nine presidents also en-
Joyed Berkeley’s legendary hospltality In subscquent
years.

As we passed through the rose-colored double
arches leading from the north parlor to the south par-
lor, Roberta informed us that the arches, as well as the
handsomely carved woodwork, were Installed by Ben-
jamin Harrison VI at the directlon of Thomas Jeffer-
san.

THE FLOOR in the south parlor is covered with a
dark blue tapestry rug wlth a floral pattern.

The antique, ple-crust tea table In the center of the
room is unusual In that it not only turns but also tilis
for serving, Roberta said. The table is set with a beau-
tHul sliver tea service,

Above the marble fireplace hangs the porteait of
Elizabeth Berfoot, Thomas Jefferson's niece and
great.great-great grandmother of the current planta-
tion owner, Grace Jamleson,

As Roberta concluded the history of the Harrisons,
she sald that Willlam Henry Harrlson, Col. Harrison's
younger son, was clected the ninth president of the
United States in 1840,

He was the first Harrlson to become a president,
and returned to Berkeley to write hls inaugural ad-
dress in the room where he was bern.

HIs specch is the longest on record of any U.S. presi-
dent (2% hours). Harrison also galned the unfortunate
distinctlon of belng the ilrst U.S. president te die in
office. His grandson, another Benjamin Harrison, be-
came the 23rd presldent [n 1888,

ORIGINALLY, THE land on which this home sits
was part of a grant made by King James I in 1619 to
the Berkeley Company. On Sept. 16, 1619, a small band
of 38 men ied by Capt. John Woodllef set sail from
England for the New World aboard the Margaret.

On Dec. 4, nearly three months later, these men ar-
rived on the sloplng banks of the James River. Follow-
ing the orders In their charter, they fell to their knees
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in Franklin, La, where

they gracefully stroll the halls of the historic home offering hospitality and charm.
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er north and south of Baton Rouge. The great
houses bullt before the Civll War are there [n all
thelr pillared grandeur, but If you peek beneath
the surface you flnd the 20th century.

"THE BEST example of this is found in the
wonderful old plantatfon houses offering bed-
and-breakfast accommodatlons on the stretch of
0ld Man River that runs from New Orleans
north past Baton Rovge.

These antebellum manslons are old in al) the
expected ways, but they have the mattresses
and modern facilitles that you and I expect
when we stay overnight in Amerlea.

If you read your history, you won't be
sirprised to learn that change is a natural part
of the Old South. This remarkable collectlon of
plantations, and the Jush Southern Iife they rep-
resent, come out of a very short perlod In Amer-
Idan history.

{Mississipp! plantations were bullt because of
{our 19th century changes. Innovators learned to
granulate sugar and to remove sceds {rom the
eqtton plant, Napaleon ceded the Loulsiana Ter-
ritory to the United States, And Fulton invented
the englne that put steamboals on the Mississip-

? 1t was only 50 years between the first grand
- plantation house and the war that desiroyed

&mnl_allan 1lfe, but you should sce what ls leit
hind from that half cenlury! ..

{YOU CAN visit but not sleep In Rosedown,
!

e
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Frederick, Md. displays its pil-
lared attractiveness.

Houmas House and other grand plantation hous-
€3 open to tourists but not to evernighters,
There are bed-and

at Oak Alley, Madewood and Nattaway planta-
tions between Baton Rouge and New Orleans;
and at Cottage, Asphodel, Myrtles and Millbank
in Feliciana Parish north of Baton Rouge.

Madewood Plantatlon, a Jarge white pitlared
house on Bayou La Fourche, Is straight out of
“Gone With the Wind.” Rates for two are $100 a
night. Oak Alley, where you walk through a tun.
nel of century-old live oaks to the Mississippi,
ranges from $80 to $110. Nottaway, sald to be
the largest sugar plantation In the South, costs
from $120 to $250, .

All are on the old River Road between Baton
Rouge and New Orleans.

NORTH OF Baton Rouge, In the Fellclana
Parish area around St. Franclsville, rates are
lower.

Cottage, P: and Millbank pl:
are all $75 or less, Myrtles Plantation ranges
from $75 to $130. The SL. Francesville Inn, a
historic house but not strictly speaking a planta-
tlon, Is a charming stop for $59 a night.

For more information, contact the Baton
Rouge Convention and Visitors Bureau, Drawer
4149, Baton Rouge, La, 70821, or telcphone toll-
free (800) 527-6843. .
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The oak tree path Icading up to Rosedawn

Plantation in Louiatana echoes with the sound

:l horse-drawn carriages from pre-Civil War
ays.

The Eden plantation house near Panama City,
Fla, welcomes visltors with extended balco-

Yanks head south
for yearly battie

In the North, we call It the Civll
‘War, In the South, they call it either
the “War Between the States,” or the
“War of Northern Aggresslon.”

Whatever you call {t, It brought
the luxurious llfe of the Old South 10
a bloody end.

‘The plantation houses still stand In
Virglnla, along the Misslsslppl and In
a few other parts of the Confedera-
cy, but there were no men and no
slaves to operate them when the Civ-
it War was over.

That war has been refought year
after year at historic sites around
the United States. The war scencs
are carefully re-enacted on old mill-
tary battlefields, among the cos.
tumed soldiers who eamp at places
llke Greenfleld Vilage in Dearborn
and at New Market Battlefield Park
:n the Shenandoah Valley of Virgin-

a,

THE BATTLE of Newmarket took

" place on May 15, 1864. It's. remem-

bered as the baltle fought by tecnag-
ers, The annual commemoration is
held on the weekend before May 15
every year, This year It wlll take
place May 12 and 13,

I never really understood the Civil
War until Jim Geary, now retlred,
took me through the battleficld park
and museum at New Market. The
first thing I saw at the entrance was
I: ghow;nph of Thomas Garland

, who wds a private in

Company B when he died In Bush.
nong Farmhouse two days after the
Batile of New Market, He was 17
years old.

Pleture the Shenandoah Valley, a
lush green valley west of the Blue
Ridge, with bulldings that go back to
Revolutlonary days. The Virginia-
Military Instilute was long establlsh.
ed In the valley city of Lexington.
Stonewall Jackson and his Confeder.
ate troops rode up and down the val-+
ley diverting and defeating Unlon:
troops Intent on capturing the Con-
federate stronghold at Richmond.

FEDERAL troops had been sent to+
cut a rail line when confronted by
the Southern troops under Major:
Gen. John C. Breckinridge, His sol.
diers were joined by a most unusual
army; the cadet corps of VMY, boys!
too young to {lt into thelr butternut'
gray untforms, .

It was May 15, 1864, when the 257!
cadets* jolned Breckinridge's sca-:
soncd troops in the Baltle of New:
Market, Ten of the cadets dicd, 57.
were wounded, and a stunned adult}
world pledged that they would never
be forgotten, H

The re-ennctment usually beglns}
with @ volley of Unlon cannon fire!

- from the top of Bushnong HIN, with »

Confederate cannon answering from
thelr downhill position. This year, di-!
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