Election

is May 22

By Casey Hans
staff writer

« Wl Farmington voters pay for a
$12-mlllion sewer separation and
§mprovement program through debt
miitage on property taxes or through
an increased water and sewer usage
fee?
: That 1 what voters in the older
community of Farmington will de-
cide during a special election on
Tuesday, May 22, as officials move
quickly abead In planning the project
~ the largest and costilest in the
vity's histery.

Either way, resldents wlll pay.

“We'se in.a very, very tough perl-
aod, asking. ﬁoplc to Increase proper-
ty taxes,” 3ald City Manager Robert
Deadman. “It's a dirty word."”
- But If residents reject the $12 mil-
lion general obligation bond propos-
al, they wilk pay for it just the same.
Tity officlals stress that at least

roperty taxes are tax deductlble
when filing federal income taxes for
Taxpayers who ilemize. Water and
ewer rale fees are not,
< The project Is expected to cost
cach household between $120 and
$210 per year for the next 20 years,
How much each resldent pays wlil
depend on how voters choose to pay
Jor the project, and how much water
‘they use If usage fees increase,
- Farmington Is one of 47 Michigan

in the thre ity

‘Rouge River Basin that must come
4o grlps with the river's pollution.
<The project is a necessary compo-
“nent of Farmington's efforts to com-
‘ply with federal and state mandates
;to clean up the Rouge.

. THE PROJECT Is expected to
«start this year and take 18 months to
“complete. Cleanup will last another
*slx months.

~ An estimated 50,000 feet of new
“lineal pipe will be lald, causing roads
2in the city to be torn up, A new 3.2-
milllon-gallon concrete underground
“retention tank will also be bullt on
“the dlrt portien of Nlne Mile to hotd
sexcess sewer water until It can be
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sent to Detroit for treatment. That
will replace a current tank, which
holds only 150,000 gallons.

‘The project wil) ultimately sepa-
rate and improve the comblned por-
tion of the clty's older sewer system.
Now, during heavy rains, sewage
and storm water gocs Into the Rouge
River because the system Is not de-
signed to handle the overflows,

Although only a portion of the city
has comblned sewers, Deadman
stressed that the entire city wiil ben-
eflt from the system upgrades.

The project was origlnally ear-
marked at $9.6 milllon when ap-
proved by the city council last No-
vember. City offlclals soon found af-
ter tests on the system that other
work was nceded. Now estimated to
cost $11.2 million, the city Is asking
for up to $12 mllilon to allow for
flexibllity on the project.

THE CiTY has reccived approval
on 3 2 percent loan through the
Michigan Revolving Fund Loan Pro-
gram, which is expected to save the
city more than $7 mlllion in interest
over the 20-year life of the bonds.

The city’s bonding attorneys have
developed a debt service schedule
that begins with interest-only pay-
ments during construction and with
interest and principal payments be-
ginning n the 1991.92 budget year.

Residents query officials
on plans for sewer work
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Voters to decide how to pay for sewer project
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crete retention basin on the dirt stretch of Nine Mile, southwest
of Grand River and Orchard Lake Road, Monday afternoon.

Ballot language for the speclal
electlon on Tuesday, May 22, when
Farmingion voters will conslder a
major sewer improvement project:

“Shall the City of Farmington,
County of Oakland, Michigan,
borrow the principal amount of
not to exceed Twelve Million Dol-
lars ($12,000000) and issue its

allot language:

acquiring and constructing im-
provements to the City’s sewage
disposal system consisting gener-
ally of an approximately 3.2 mil-
lion gallon retention facility, new
sanitary and storm sewer lines
and repair and upgrade of exist-
ing sanitary lines and existing
sewerage pump stations in the
city of Farmington together with

general obligati d tax
bonds therefor, for the purpose of
paying all or a part of the cost of

all appur and attach-
ments reasonsbly necessary
therefor?”

Farmington City Manager Robert Deadman sald he
“doesn't have a feel” for how residents will vote In the
upceming special sewer improvement election, but said
he Is flelding lots of questions at city hatl.

“Most of the calls . . . are not a great deal aboul the
need,” he sald this week. “Most people are convinced
there's a need to do the project.

“The talk Is about how we pay for it.”

The city will ask volers to approve up to $12 milllon
in general obligation bonds during a special clection
Tuesday, May 22, to separate and improve the city's
sewer system and build a mult-milllon-gallon retentlon
tank. The improvements come on the heels of clean wa-
ter and alr mandates from federal and state govern-
ment.

The clty council held an information sesslon Monday
to again describe the project and its impact on the clty.
+ About 20 resid ppeared (o ask ions and hear
about the project. The information was previously pre-
sented at a required public hearing in March.
Mayor Shirley Richardson sald she had not received
any calls from the community, but several residents
* told her they had recclved a professionally done flyer,
which describes the project and Its costs.

THE FLYER referred to the project as an “Environ-
mental Improvement Program,” explains the construe.

- tion, a history of the system and payment cholces, “A
* ‘yes' vots means Farmington citizens pay for the sewer
. Improvements by ratsing the local property tax rate. A
. ‘no’ vote means Farmington citizens pay for the sewer

Improvements by raising water and sewerage rates,”
the flyer sald.

A total of 5,000 flyers were malled out to residents
and businesses, according o Deadman.

Historically, the Farmlington sewer system began as
Individual scptle ficlds to treat sanltary flow. As these
flclds failed, residents hooked Into the clty's storm sew-
er system. Accordlng to Deadman, the state disallowed
this practice and ordered Farmington to hook into De-
troit’s treatment system [n 1953,

Farmington then bullt a 150,800-gallon, storm-water
retentlon facility, which will be obsolete when the new
3.2-million gallon tank is bullt under the new project.

“It was then Innovative,” Deadman said. “But today,
1t no longer meets the comblned sewer treatment re-
quirements established by the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency.”

Deadman sald although most residents seem to under-
stand the environmental need for the project, many had
specifle questions Monday. They wanted to know if their
street was golng to be torn up by the construction, how
the system would operate in the future and the costs for
that, and how the financing would work.

Others were concerned about the odor that might sur-
round the retentlon tank. Deadman assured residents
the tank would be required to be operated with a char-
coal-filtered system to control the odor, and would be
completely automated.

Absentee voter ballats are available by calllng CRty
Clerk Jo Bushey's olfice: 474-5500,

;’Church schedules open house
to show off new Hills building

: An open house will be 9:30 a.m, to
» 10:20 a.m. Sunday, May 6, at the De-
! trolt Flrst Church of the Nazarene to
+ show (he new Farmington Hills {a-
- cility to npighbors and passing mo-
* torista.

' The church is on a hill facing I-
+ 275, north of Elght Mile.
. A formal dedication will be an-
: nounced later when the expansion Is
+ completed, But the flnishing touches
+ are far enough along to offer a sneak
. preview for {olks who have asked
« what the construction s all about.
Sunday, visitors may walk through
the sanctuary, tlan Education
i rooms and children's facilitles, or
pause at the glass-enclosed atrium
wilh the stained glasa crosses facing
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staff members and laymen.

Immediately after the open house,
First Church will have its first wor-
ship service In the new sanctuary,
beglinalng at 10:50 a.m. Visitors are
welcome.

MARKING ITS 70th anniversary
in 1990, First Church of the Na-
zarencevas chartered In Detroft and
was in several locations throughout
the city during Its first 50 years.

After moeting at temporary altes
In Livonla and Farmington Hills, the
church moved 10 its present location
10 years ago,

Because of Its urban roots, the
chureh has long-time members from
Detrolt, Dearborn, Redford, Grosse
Ile, Allen Park, Southgate, Livonia,
Blrmingham, West Bloom!icld, Pon-
tinc, Southfield, Warren, Plymouth,
Canton, Northville, Howell, Brigh-

prime
growth area of the I-275 corridor,
the church draws its largest num-
bers from Novi and Farmington

Hills. The congregation numbers
about 700 in Sunday attendance.

DETROIT First Church of the Na-
zarene is part of the Nazarene de-
nomination, headquartered In Kan-
sas City. An evangellcal church, the
denomination traces [ts historical
Jjourney in falth to Joha Wesley.

‘The local chi offers a range of
activities for adults, children and
teenagers,

They Include separate Infant and
toddler nurseries, tlan educa-
tion classes, a mid-week Blble study, °
Ladies Bible Study, men's prayer
groups, Boys Brigade and Glrls Plo-
neer Scouting-like programs, Work .
and Wilpess teams that annually
spend a week or more in South
America ;u‘hAlrlu mmrhl:o: flelds, a
prison ministry, a ca ministry
for Lhe needy in the Detrolt area, &
full music and drama ministry, and
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ENAMEL
COLLECTION

Thursday, May 10
Birmingham
Friday, May 11
Livonia

Noon to 8 p.m:
Fine Jewelry Salan
for your personal
collection, unique
stetling silver

and 14X gold
enameled necklaces,
bracelets and
earrings of
extraordinatily
original design.

Bold, important
pieces from
Commonivealth Gold

by Ronjen.

Jacobson's

unity
grams, in addition to regular Sunday
mornlng worship time and Sunday

_ Wo wolcome Jacobson's Charge. MasterCard! VISA! and Americen Expreas: 1" 1
Shap untit 9 pm, on Thuisday and Fri d

evealng family hour.

Until 8 pm, on Monday, Tunsday, Wednesday and Ssturday.
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