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Artists Series
follows tradition

Injuries sldelined two Americon
Artists Series regulars, but the April
22 concert at Cranbrook/Kingswood
went on thanks to capable replace-

ments.
Violinist Linda Snedden-Smith,
who [s 1

wlth only touches of 20th cenlury
harmonles,

‘This performance attempted to
bring out some of the more serene
aspects of this muste, penetrating
the cxle'l:iur. technical pollsh.

rom was
replaced by Velda Kelly. Violist
Hart Hollman's left hand fingers
were Jammed in the door al hls
home. He was replaced by fellow
DSO violist James Van Vankelberg.
Both Injured musiclans are expected
to recaver fully,

The tradition of scldom-per-
formed works of high quality contin-
ued on the season's fInal program.
Works by Haydn, Antheny Miller,
Czerny, Holst and Frank Bridge
were presented at this well-attended
event.

NOT ALL sclectlons were insple-
ing, but the ones that were made this
evening extremely waorthwhlle.

Haydn, by far the most established
composer on the list, wound up at
the botlom of the heap in terms of
quallty. His London Trlo No. 3 in G
mafjor, for Flute, Oboe and Cello in
this arrangement, is hardly an ade-
quate representative of his more
malure works.

At the other end of the quallty
scale was the Quintet for Piano and
Strings by the English composer
Frank Bridge (1879-1941).

This elaborate work, which was
performed in this series a few years
ago, Is a true musical gem that Is
still overlooked by many chamber
groups. Its style Is highly Romantle,

Van Vankelberg adapted well to
the demanding vlola role, conferred
on hlm unexpectedly, Kelly blended
successfully with the rest of the
group, In additlon to producing her
own shinlng passages. Professlonal-
ism prevailed,

CARL CZERNY was primarily
known for his plano ctudes, which
are effective, but boring. Seldom (s
he featured as a true composer, His
Fantasia Concerlante Op. 256 for
Flute, Cello and Piano is substantial-
ly more exciting and entertaining in
its bravura flashes of dlsplay, even
though It isn't rich with profound
musical ldeas.

Two other short works with sub-
stantial merit were a Quartet for
Oboe, Violin, Viola and Ccllo by An-
thony Milner and a Terzelte for
Flute, Oboe and Vlola by Holst,

Even though Holst may have
reached beyond the plancts for this
witty plece, It does appeal to carthly
cars. Flulist Ervin Monroe and
oboist Donald Baker made these
works sound even more slgnlficant
then their scope would suggest,

This evenlng, dedicated to the
memory of Peggy de Salle, marked
the end of the 20th scason,

Joanne Freeman, planist, artistic
director and founder of this unusual
serles, continues to build an insplring
traditlon.

By Mary Jane Doerr
speclal writer

*'La Traviata’ wlll be your call-
ing card,” Richard Bonynge once
told soprane Nova Thomas,

He [s Dame Joan Sutherland's hus-
band and is the expert In bel canto
literature. Thomas will sing Violetta
in the Michigan Opera theater pro-
duction of “La Traviata” at Masonle
Temple, May 5. Nelly Miriciolu was
orignially scheduled for the role.

“Think about saying no a lot," Bo-
nynge told her. “Forget about But-
terfly. Plck up Lucia. Put Mimi
aslde. Pick up Gllda, And, learn all
the herolnes of Hoffman.”

“Those squeaky things?" Thomas
batted back.

“Learn them and I will agree to
work with you," Bonynge promised.

Thomas learned the roles and
since 1985 Bonynge and Sutherland
have coached Thomas on all of her
career declsions and role selections.

“Ardis Kralnlk had asked me to
cover for Joan in ‘Anna Bolena® at
the Lyrle Opera (of Chicago),” sald
‘Thomas, who was a finalist in the
Metropalitan Opera Natlonal Coune

Guild winner projects style and skill |

By Isabolle A, Smith
spaclal wrlter

— Opera’s top names reached out

‘There is so much to learn from
someone like Dame Joan. What is so
special about her is what she is willing
to share. She has taught me
everything from how to sing staccato
to how to lift my skirts.”

— Nova Thomas

cll Auditlons in 1984 with the mad
scene from “Anna Bolena.”

“I SAT IN A CORNER for three
weeks and watched all the rehears-
als and performances,” she sald. "I
don't think the Bonynges knew me
from Adam's house cat.”

‘Two months later, Thomas got a
call from the Houston Grand Opera
saying Bonynge asked for her to cov-
er Sutherland.

The North Carolina soprano's
break came in Houston, At the flnal
rehearsal, Sutherland suddenly de-

The concert was a fltting tribute
to his principal teacher, retiring UM
plano  department head Charles
Fisher, who was among the heartlly-

Cranbrook Music Guild's 38th sca-
ding U of

8 Y
Scholarship Concert performance on
April 24 by pianist Frederick Weldy
was proof of the old adage: “Save the
best for last.”

In a fincly-crafted, varled pro-
gram that began and ended with two
quite disparate 20th-century com-
posers (Gershwin and Prokofiev),
UM doctoral candidate Weldy, who
won the same award as a master’s
degree student 15 years ago, dls-
played a mature artistry that ful-
{tlicd his earller promise.

audience,

A recent prize winner in the Gina
Bachauer, Young Keyboard Artists
and East and West Artists's interna.
tional competitlons, Weldy's technl-
ceal and interpretive skills have been
honed to the kind of razor-sharpness
that allows him to command the
keyboard. His playing, full-toned and
clear, is characterized by restralnt,
elegance and ease, as well as by per-
sonat charm and an infarmality that
draws audiences into his perfor-
mances. The result — a rare kind of

Tasty treat served despite weather

By lsnbello A, Smith
speclal writer

Barogue music, played on baroque
jnstruments, Isn't everyone's cup of
tea. But last week’s season-ending
{thelr 19th} Ars Musica Program at
Christ Church Cranbrook proved
ihat “The Baroque Orchestra™ has
successfully convinced an  ever-
growlng audlence to slp thelr special
carly musle brew.

Ars Musica also proved that there
is more than one Bach In Ba
and that (with to Thomas

The successful Ingredients In the
Ars Musica brew Included an Inter-
esting program (musle of J.S. Back
and three of his four composer sons),
and a committed and Immenscly ca-
pable {mostly young} ensemble {one
gloriously schooled in the special
technlques of bavoque performance:
shorter arm movements; light or no
chin support, ete.).

Also In the brew was a potpourri
of flve guest artlsts {flutlsts Michae]
Lynn and Kathy Sweet; celllst Debra
Lonergan; recordist Michael Lynne;
Elizabeth Farr with

Wolte) you can “go home agaln™ if
the you is harpsichordlst Penclope
Crawlord, Ars Muslea's artistic di-
rector and frequent soloist.

Richard Seraphenoff and Willard
Zirk, horns}, plus a commanding and
handseme young American conduc-
tor, Richard Roscnberg.

Thls recipe, when mixed well,
adds up to a tasty treat — and that
was mostly the case on April 20.

Unfortunately, that old instrumen-
tai bugaboo, humldity, which is a
problem for all instrumental musl-
cians, but especlally so for early in-
strument performers, caused havec
with intonation and — In spite of re-
peated tunings — the harmonic
blend was (too often) wrong.

Also, the beautiful Christ Church

sancivary, which serves so well for

organ and choral works of the peri-
od, muddies and muffles the delicate
flourishes and clear delineation of
contrapuntal lines so necessary to
true enjoyment of this music.
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MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET
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462-0770

$8.95 Children under 12 Years
Cash Bar Avatlable
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A pity! Because Ars Muslea has a
quality product which they present
with style and grace, Perhaps, the
Christ Church Guild Ilall or Kings-
wood Audltorium could be consid-
ered for certaln future programs.

In any event, here's to 20 morc
years of Ars Mustea's Informed and
informative performances.

For Informatlon about next sea-
son's program, call 662-3976 or
wrlte ARS Muslca, P.O, Box 7473,
Ann Arbor 48107,
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RESTAURANT

Come spend MOTHER'S DAY...
the kalian Wayl
Sunday, May 13th .
Sarving from 12-6 p.m.
Foatuting o Authontic lialian Family
yh

+Poast Eye flound of Deet
+ Rakan Roasiad Chahen
« Momemace fakan ¢, Dven Roailed
Potxio, Vegetable, Fresh Fron
A& Rakan ke
« ALL YOIS CAN EAT -
ADULTS '12.95
CHILOREN UNDER 10 - '5.95
Roesorvations Suggosiod
32030 Plymouth Rd. » Llvonia
A422-0770

cided nat to sing and Thomas was
glven a few minules to preparc for
the mad scenc in “Anna Bolena.”

“On a wing and a prayer, I took
the stage and Maestro began con-
ducting. When it was over he polnted
for me to come to the edge of the
stage,” Thomas recalled.

“Say young lady what do you have
to say for yoursel{?” sald Bonynge to
her in his Australlan accent.

‘Thomas responded in her Southern

accent, “Say from up here you look 2
whole lot like Rlchard Bonynge.”

Bonynge sald, “Just never you
mind. Mect me Lomorrow mornlng.” s,

*1 thought he was going to say ‘go - -
home and do your sewing,'” salq
‘Thomas, N

Instead, Thomas fell in love with *'
Sutherland and her husband and they .
with her. o

NOW THOMAS ACCEPTS 1o con;
tracts without thelr approval and
learns no roles without his careful
guldance, N

““There Is so much to learn from™"
someone like Dame Joan. What s so
speclal about her is what she Is will;
Ing to share. She has taught me ev-
erything from how to sing staccaté’™
to how to llft my skirts. Rlchard "
taught me how to get my train out of '4
the way,” sald Thomas laughingly, '

Between “Norma” rehearsals in'™
Detroit last year, Bonynge marked..
‘Thomas' “La Traviata” score, noting |
places to breathe, the cadenzas she
should sing, where to rest and the
phrasing.

“Trust your Instincts, Bonynge
once told me. If I make a difference
jn the opera world, it is largely Rlch-
ard Bonynge who Is responsible. He !
cares.”

review

musleal “conversatlon.”

In additlon - true to his years of
work in New York’s musical theater
— Weldy has the canny showman's
ability to surprise. After a delightful,
but understated, rendering of Beee
thoven’s joyful Opus 78 sonata (24th
of the 32 he wrote, and in distinct
contrast to the preceding “Appasslo-
nata”) he launched [nto such a full-
blown, Great-Romantie-Tradltion
verslon of Liszt's Funerailles (with
it's consplcuous references to the
just-deceased Chopin’s Ab Major Po-
lonaise) that he left the audlence
breathless with delight and caused
one hearer (o declare that “Weldy's
planistlc pyrotechnics are a fitting
match for Mother Nature” {referring
to the awesome thunder and light-
ning display outslde).

‘The sccond half of the program —
three deeldely pleasant sonatas by
Scarlattl protege Antonio Saler
{played with clarity and grace), a

masterfully-assured performance of
Prokoficf's fiendishly intricate Sona- &
ta No. 7 and a poetic Rachmaninof |
encore {Prelude in D Major) — con:
firmed Weldy's artistlc Nowering +
and placed him In the vanguard of |
such other, now-renowed Cranbrook ~
Music Gulld Scholarship Concert
winners as Ashley Putnam, Muriel
Greenspan and Anl Kofavlan, This
made it a fitting tribute, Indeed, to
the vislon and commitment of CMG.

NOTE: For those who missed
the Cranbrook Program, Weldy's
impressive talents will be fea-
tured (in the Gershwin Pretudes)
on the May 11 “Musica Viva"”
Program at OCC - Orchard Ridge
and in a Clarkston Conservatory -
Clarkston Foundation Benefit
Recital on May 18 at N
Sashabaw Elementary School in
Clarkston. For information, call
471-7700 (Musica Viva) or 625
3640 (Clarkston Conservatory).
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$14.95 Adults
10:00 am 1o 3:00 pm

Mom hav done s much for you all
year Jong - nuw (Cs your wen, And
that means treating hee to the very
best: our famous Marriont Balfet, It's
a beauriful presentation of the most
dardling array of . fuxls any Mom
could imagine.

Delichous appetizen. Garden-fresh

0

This Mother’s Day, give Mom
everything she deserves

$7.95 Children under 12

LIVONIA “ Livonia, MU 48182
attached 10 the NEX Laurel Park Malt arrio . 462310057

perfect roast beel. Desserts so
luscious, she'll have a hard time
chooning,

Su bring Mom to Marriote « we'll
make surc she gets eventhing she
deserves

AMarriott People know bou.
17100 Laure) Park Dr.

Celebrate Mother's Day, Holiday Inn Style
..Your Mom Deserves the Best!
Enjoy Chel Ct 3

Sunday, May 13th From 10:30 a.m. lo 3 p.nt.

occaslon. Indulge yourself with our dessert extravaganzal

$14.95
$12.95

Adults
Senlors

Reservations Suggested 464-1300 - ‘

\ —wppe———
1-275 at Six Milé R

*A 15% Gratulty and 4% Salcs Tox will be.
. addedto eachBill. ,: ; .

for the -

Chlldren
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