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Co stars spark

Dracula’ done St. Bede show

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of
“Dracula” continue through
Sunday, May 20. For ticket in-
Jfermation call the boz office at
377-

0,

Fog creeps ominously over the
door sills, dogs howl and organ mu-
sic sets the scene for melodrama in
Meadow Brook Theatre's mystery-
comedy, “Dracula,”

The production, directed by Rob-
ert Spencer, goes for sophisticated
camp and succeeds. High-tech spe-
clal effects combine with the old-
fashioned stagecraft to make fog
ereep, bals swoap and chairs move
mysteriously. From the baronlat
sptendor of Peter Hlck's set to the
voluptuous allure of Mina's slinky
gowns, the subtly self-

i Campy

styie

century villain in Wallachta (near
Translyvania). The script plays
with puns and unabashed double
entendre, but the cast deltlvers out-
rageous lines with a deft, comic
touch on the dry side of melodra.
ma. The play creates an English
mystery based on anclent myths
about nocturnal vampires who
feast on the blood of the llving,

Dracula, played with impeccably
smooth manners by Tom Spack-
man, revitalizes a grand, eloquent
concept of evil. Unlike the heavy
accent made famous by the “The
Count” of Sesame Street and oth-
ers, Spackman plays Dracula with-
out accent.

HE USES hls commanding voice
and his handsome, cool superiority

comedy enjoys Its own flamboyant
realism. Real dentists even provid-
ed the fangs for Count Dracula and
for his Ennocent, blond victim,
Mina,

The play, adapted by Charles
Nolte from the 1897 novel by Bram
Steker, revives the vamplre story
about Count Dracula who suppos-
edly descended from a real 15th-

to create a
tion of the evil Count. When he
fourishes his black cape and lights
transform the satin lining to blood
red, he Is a villala of the grand old
schoot.

The three good guys who con-
splre to save the beautiful Mina
from the curse of the llving dead
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Tom Spackman is Count Bmcula and Surnh McCord Williams
is Mina, the object of his aff: in * at
Brook Theatre.

'Female ‘Odd Couple’ an amusing pair

Performances of the Farming-
ton Players production of “The
Odd Couple” (female version)
continue through Saturday, May
19, at the Farmington Players
Barn. For ticket information call
the box office at 538-1670.

In Neil Simon's female verslon of
“The Odd Couple,” Felix and Oscar
become Florence and Ollve, and we
see how this oft-told tale of
mismatched roommates works from
a woman's perspective.

Gane is the Friday night poker

" and lonely In her apartment.

game with the boys, replaced by
Trivial Pursult with the girls, The
glggly English Pidgeon sisters are
now the charming Spanlsh Costazue-
Ia brothers.

You probably remember the story.
Sloppy, casual Olive Madison (Mary
Ann Tweedle) is recently diverced
Fastidi-
ous and compulsive Florence Unger
(Cynthiia De Wolfe) is near suicide
over her Impending scparation.
Olive invites Flo to move in, and the
rest is well-documented domestle
mayhem,

Mark S.
Carley

As Ollve, Tweedie Is loud and convincing as hostilities grow.
crude. De Wolle Is a very prim and

proper Florence. The two develop a

ONLY REAL PROBLEM with the
show s that “The Odd Couple” sim-

relationship which becomes more

Pleasa turn to Page 8

Performances of the St. Bede
Players production of “The New
Moon" continue through Sunday,
May 6, at the Southfield-Lathrup
High School Auditorium in South-
Jield. For ticket information, call
8576527 ar 557-7245.

Outstanding singing and worthy
stage dlrectlon are two important
reasons to see the St. Bede Players
newest offering, “The New Moon,”
at Southfleld Lathrup High School.

Star of the show Jacquellne Turri
Bacus is a Martanne wilh a Jeanette
MacDonald volee who superbly sings
the show’s hit luncs “Wanting You,"
“Lover Come Back to Me" and even
a refrain of “Stouthearted Men.” Be-
sldes belng lovely, she is a good ac-
tress,

Her lover Robert (Thomas J. Mur-
phy) Is just as dynamlc. His baritone
voice did not cover the lower notes
in the role but sailed the upper rang-
es.

Last-minute replacement David
Curils {Phllippe) of Ann Arbaor is a
marvelous addition to any produe-
tion. He sang “Soltly" with the kind
of tenor valee that left this reviewer
wondering what other parts he has
performed. He s a real {ind for any
company.

ACTING CREDITS must go to the
very aglle Audrey A. Wilamowski,

Jacqueline Turri Bacus
is a Marianne with a
Jeanette MacDonald
voice who superbly
sings the show’s hit
tunes ‘Wanting You,’
‘Lover Come Back to
Me’ and even a refrain
of ‘Stouthearted Men.’

by Michael J, O’Nell, has come look-
ing for him.

The romantic events take place at
the Beaunoir home, on the deck of
the New Moon, and on the Isle of
Pines. The intrigue and mystery that
develops makes a more plausible
story than that of mest absurd musl-
cat plots.

KATHI BUSH'S imaginative stag-
ing and choreography keeps the ac-
tien constantly moving and s the
reason for the success. It s {nnova-
tlve and natural, even though at
times it scems more like G&S than
Romberg.

Bush has gifted talent to work
with in this show, exquislte costumes
(designed by Jacqueline Turri
Bacus}, an appealing rococo set (de-
slgned by Thomas J. Murphy), in
pastels that include a dramatic
staircase, (The sofa s from the
wrong period).

who was spectacular as Julle. She For the most part, the stage dlrec-
made the comle role lovable, with tion is tight, despite lags which will
her ges- with each p

tures. But the show runs $% hours.

George Bloomtield (Duval) is al-
ways funny in his roles. He manages
to carry off hilariously such silly
routines as “Interrupted Love Song.”

Sigmund Romberg's 1928 operetta
takes place in New Orleans in 1792,
History buffs wilt know that as the
year of the French Revolution. New
Orleans was part of the French-
owned Loulsiana Territory.

Beaunolr and his daughter Mari-
anne, with their ship the New Moon,
are in New Qrleans. Unknown to
them, Robert Mission, thelr bond
servant, has escaped from France, A
very sneaky Rlbaud, well portrayed

Bush and music director-condue-
tor Joseph Gamache could have cut
selectlons of music and redundant
routines, shortened the time and the
show would have been magnificent.

This outstandlng group of ac-
tresses 2nd singers is used to being
on stage and projecting lines, In the
Southfietd-Lathrup High School audi-
torium, the cast’s efforts prove fruit-
less except when they are singing.
The Important dialogue is com-
prehensible only in certain seats. Ap-
propriately these trained voices are
not “miked." Microphones are not
the answer for trained volces.

———( AT SHERATON LITILE THINGS MEAN A LOT )

Wit until you see the size
of Sheraton's lavish
brunch buffet. Join us in
the Great Lakes Ballroom
on Mother's Day between
11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
and enjoy the ultimate
Buffet. Have your family
portrait takes, plus Momn
gets a beautiful red rose,
because at Sheraton, we
know it's the little things
that mean a lot!
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Stow Mom You Love
Her A Bic BruncH.
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Sheraton Southfield

It’s only $15.95 for acults,
$12.95 for Seniors, $6.95
for children 6-10 and
children under 6 cat free
when accompanied by o
paying adult. Tax and
Gratuity are not included,

So pick up the phone and
call us today at 559-6500
for reservations,
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HOTEL
16400 J. L. Hudson Drive e _Southfield

' 7/
Spectacular Mother's Day Buffet
at the elegant Radisson Plaza, with long-stemmed
roses for Mot and five music for your entertainment,

Menu

International Cheese Display, Fresh Fruit Display
Fresh Vegetable Crudites with Assorted Dips
Array of Salads with Dressings
. Deli Meats, Pates and Terrines
Smoked Whitefish and Lox, Fresh Bagels and Cream Cheese
Chef-carved Rounds of Beef and Ham
Belglan Walfles and Gourmet Omelettes made to order
Fresh Pasta made to order
Scrambled Eggs f Bacon and
Cheese Blintzes with Berry Sauce
Salfron Rice, Carrots Vichy
Green Beans and Mushrooms
. Baked Chicken with Champagne Tarragon Sauce
Lake Trout with Shrimp and DIl! Sauce
Luscious Homemade Desserts, French Pastries and Breads

Brunch served from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reservatlons suggested.
$17.95 for adults, $7.95 for children under 10 years of age.

Free sheltered parking for guests.

Call 827-1382 for reservations,
In,_hotel, call ext. 6400.

Radisson Plaza Hotel.
y. At Town Center .-

1500 Town Center « Southfield, Michigan 48075
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STRETCH
Fully Equipped
24 Hours Service
CALL 557-0122

. PRBMB * CONCERTSB * 8PORTS EVENTH
« NITE DUT ON THE TOWN

Spring Fling Special
ONI-Y sao per hour

Book four hours & GET ONE FREE|
“offer expires 6/30/90 « 3 hf, minimum

w2 Celebrate A Great
Lady This Mother’s Day
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5 Liberate your Mom with
the Troy Marriott's incredible
Mother's Day Buffet.
Mom will ke cloesing: (rom the over-
Mloawingg Dutlet of nuidestororler onwletios
el wallles,

v
ssarrted) saikads, b
nlous dessert fahle,
created 1o meet even Momy's highest
homevnked stndards,
Tur Mo on 3 prelestal whth our apecialt
Musthers |
avalable

For reservatio:
call (313) 600-9797. ext. 6606 N
10:00 a.m. + 3:00 p.m, . |

o st Mesimship of
hi and many -
mpanied with appetizens,

N trestts and ous
A hufiet carclully:

Wovkend 7t of S49*
(LI). Saturclay or Sunday,

200 W. Blg Beaver Rd. Tmy, M JBOM . lli!) 680-9797




