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MOVING PICTURES

Rosalie (Mari-
anne Saege-
brecht) ac-
cepts another
overdue bill
from the post-
man (Bill But-
ler) in “Rosalle
Goes Shop-.
ping.”

“Rosalle Goes Shopping” (D, PG,

‘Rosalie’ goes nowhere

“‘Chattah " (C-+, R, 35 min-

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

‘Cook’ leaves a bad taste

By John Monaghan
spoclal writer

Each night, the entourage arrives
at the swanky, red velvet-drapes res.
taurant, Albert, an ill-mannered
gangster who sells “protection” to
local cateries, talks non-stop, food
flylng from his mouth, physically
and verbally abusing everyone In
sight.

B!

After almost two hours of the Brit.
ish-made “The Cook, the Thlef, Hls
Wife and Her Lover,” the audlence
feels beaten, too,

Though artlstically rendered with
a palette of colorfully 1it theatrical
sets and glorfous wide screen. Peter
Greenway's morbld study of sex, vio-
lence and flne cuisine leaves a very
nasty taste in your mouth.

The movie could be called “The
Kitchen, the Dinlng Room, the Bath-
room and the Parking Lot” because
the actlon takes place almost solely
In these settings. Greenway makes
up for space Jmitatlons by bathing
his strlking sets in green, yellow,
red, blue and purple lights.

A stark white bathroom with plnk
accents glves off a hypnotic, almost
three-dimenslonal effect. A ware-

strung with large copper kettles,

IT'S HERE that Albert's battered

wlle takes a lover. She first eyes him
across the restaurant, rcading a
book. After Interrupted Intercourse
in a bathroom stall, she whisks him
away into a back room, where they
make love atop reeently plucked
goose feathers,
The cook offers his assistance. He
likes the woman and quietly secks
revenge on Albert, who regularly in-
sults his customers, In onc of the
fllm's cleverest stabs, patrons only
react to the abuse around them when
Albert dumps a bowl of hot soup on
thelr heads. Nothing short disturbs
thelr meal,

Food is the gulding force in “The
Cook, the Thief . . .” Controlllng the
restaurants beats power over banks,
accordlng to Albert, who fecls a
bonding with other great leaders
{like Napolean and Hitler) because
be shares thelr voracous love for
scafood.

Peter Greeaway, a prollflc Inde-
pendent fllmmaker known for his
maddeningly symbollc work, Is a
regular at festivals and art houses.
HIs first film to get wide exposure is
bold and expertly handled, but also
pretentlous and calculated to clleit

extreme disgust Irom just about ev.
e

ryone.
“The Cookthe Thlel . . ." Is cur.

rently enjoying an extended run at

the Maple Theatre In Brimlngham,

Drive-In to Michlgan:

A sUcky night at the drivein s
nearly a thing of the past. That’s why
Frank Uhle, a projectionist at the
Milchigan Theatre in Ann Arbor, has
taken the fun indoors by scheduling
his fourth edition of Frank’s Driveln
Movle Night.

The features Include Roger Cor-
man’s "t Conqucred the World"
(1956), with Peter Graves and [ce
Van Cleef battling mind-controlling
Venusjans, t's followed by “The
Cool and the Crazy” (1958), where
marijuana-smoking turns teenagers
into psychotics.

In between features, Frank un.
reels amazing artifacts from his
growing collection of films. There's
shackilme promos with dancing hot
dogs and unnaturatly colored pizza
and pop. Preview tratlers advertise
movies llke “The Bloody Brood”
(1961) and “Rock, Baby, Rockit'
(1957).

The only thing missing from this
nostalgic night at the drive-in is the
mosquitoes.

Izes a plot to assassinate Gorbachev.
Clancy (Gavan O'Herliky), an IRA
terrorist, Is to be the hit man. Natu-
rally, the CIA gets wind of these
doings and sends In a spectal agent,
Stoner (Tom Skerritt).

Here things get cornball and
confused as It turns out that Stoner is
a retired, former hot-shot maverick
agent with a chip on his shoulder and
the burden of his wife's death on his
soul,

Since all these matters are highly
sensitive, Stoner Is sent “unofficlal-
1y" into the unnamed Eastern Euro-
pean country (Hungary) where Tu-
layev is plotting. If caught, Stoner
will be disavowed, disowned and nei-
ther rescued nor ransomed. Not to
worry, he gets around pretty easily
and calls Washington from a pay
phone.

Hungary just happens to be the
station swhere Stoner’s wife was
murdered and where Steger had an
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met foods (and lats of other stuff) so
number two son, Schoukkl, can prac-
Uce being a chef. There's another
boy, the oldest, a soldler in the
American Army, twin daughters, a
younger daughter and an older
daughter, Barbara.

ROSALIE'S family videotapes ev-
erything and eats superb haute cui-
sine prepared by Schnukki. Watching
them s much lke surreptitiously
watching welrd pelghbors perform
blzarre acts in the middle of the
night. Hardly amuslng satire, partic-
ularly Dad who is the biggest grin-
ning dfot to hit the screen !n & Jong
time, Extremely excessive behavior
is embarrassing and not at all hu-

morous,
Although Dad makes a good woge
Ilying his crop duster, it's not enough
for this family’s living standard, But
credit Is the American way, 0 Ro-
salle seams on 43 credit cards when
she Iso't kiting checks, A major flaw
right here: If Rosalie was as good at
this as the film pretends — and if the
point is that credit in Ameriea is a
flawed system walitlng to be abused
— then why Is she continually hound-
ed by credltors? Why do town mer-
chants demand cash?
The answer Is that no one thought
. out the'plot ar concept very careful-

Iy as In the instance when Rosalle
adds a “1" and raisesa cheek from
$1,400 to $11,400 and nothing more
is said about that event.

She needed the 11 grand to buy
Barbara a computer for her birth.
day. Barbara was justifiably an-
gered when Rosalie sold Barbara's
car to cover some other debt. That
was Rosalle’s style, pay blg interest

50 no one will complaln that she ,

stole the principle.

FOR REASONS which escape me,
Rosalie regularly confesses her sins
to the local priest (Judge Reinhold).
Near the end, just when every rea.
sonable expectation is that “Rosalie
Goes Shopplng” will collapse of
beredom and foolishness, Rosalle
gets hooked on Barbara's

schools as battleflelds. White the
producers contend that this is the
coming trend, one suspects “Class of
1889" is more exploitation than ex-
ploration of problems facing urban
school dlstricts in Amerlea,

STILL PLAYING:

“Camitie Claude” (R).

Oscar-nominated {best actress and for-
eign {lim) story of Auguste Redin's mls-
tress, a sculptress in her own right.

"Cinema Paradiso" {A-, 120 minutes).

Ezcellent story of Alfredo (Phlllippe
Nalret), the prajectionlst in a small Sicili-
an town Just afier World War I1,

“Crack House™ (%, R),

‘Woman living In dangerous, [nner-city
eavironment struggles (o survive,

“Crazy People™ (C-, R, 90 minutes).

Ad exec (Dudley Moore) proves that
mental patlents are nicer than sane peo-
ple but weak and underdeveloped strue.
ture undercuts that humorous thought.

-political ideas that go beyond the
shooting and chasing.

The - first, “Red King, White
Knight” (106 mlnutes) is not rated
but probably deserves an R, It looks

affalr with Anna (Helen Mirren), In
the background of these unbelfev-
able coincldences is a retired KGB
type, Szaz (Max von Sydow).

Some of the acting isn't too bad —
von Sydow s appropriately

at the great changes ping East-
ern Europe and the Saviet Union
since Gorbachev instituted glasnost,
What does glasnost mean to hard-
line Communist officlals, in particu-
lar KGB types, who have thrived on
Cold War activitles and the budgets
assoclated with hi-tech lurking In the
dark? Well, comrades, there's politi.
cal unemployment as well as techno-
logleal and economie ramifications,

TO AVOID the poorhouse, a KGB
officer, Tulayev (Tom Bell), organ-

at the pi Sker-
ritt, however, tends to posture and
mug too much, Bell Is quite hard, as
he should be.

THE REALLY Interesting facet of
“Red King, White Knight” s the
American CIA C d

whether or not the President should
informed and advised to call and
warn Gorby. As it turns out, peace Is
bad for a 1ot of peaple's business,
The other side of the ocean gels
Into glasnost as well In “The Cold

Front” (R, 94 mlnutes), starring
Martln Sheen as John Hyde, a Drug
Enforcement Agent doing some se-
cret stuff in Vancouver. He and his
Royal Canadlan Mounted Police De-
tective partner, Derek McKenzie
(Mlchae) Ontkean), get involved with
the CIA and the KGB, both of whom
are trylng to ellminate a rogue ter-
rorlst/assassin, Mantha (Kim
Coates). Sound familiar?

Right — and so does the well-worn
plot device uf an ex-wife and the
husband's gullt and longing. In this
case, Hyde's wife, Amanda (Beverly
D'Angelo), conventently sings in a lo-
cal supper club where Mantha hangs
out. The sax player has some pretty
neat sclos.

It gets pretty murky insofar as
flguring out who Is dolng what to
whom but It is clcar that too many
CIA und KGB types find peace and
the erumbling of the Berlln Wall bad
for budgets.

THE FILM concludes with the
usual — and In (hls case fairly well
done -~ chase uence. Amanda
runs through dark, lenely streets;
Mantha chases her. Hyde chases
Mantha, Hyde corners Mantha high
up on bridge girders. They flght —
and 50 on,

Both flims are fairly entertaining
but of greatest Jmumﬂ are their
very clear messages: Entertalnment
media have a lot to say about what's
golng on in the world,

The world, In particular sples and

that deal in
may not be able to afford peace and
good will to all men, women and
children, Now, that's depressing.

and’quickly becomes a world-class
hacker and fraudulently sets up mul-
ti-natlonal corporation, among other
cqually Incredible capers,

Glve me a break!

Her raticnalizatlon to the priest —
“The blg coporations do it all the
time.” — is as convincing and makes
as much sense as aetlal polnt-of-
view camera work for land-based
sequence. Rosalle should have gone
shopping for a screenwriter and a di-
rector with common sense,

SHOWCASE
- CINEMAS

FILM-
WIN MOVIE PASSES
SHOWCASE CINEMAS Mﬂwl}l}.ﬂ
. Winners will be drawn at random.

It's simple and fun! Answer the
wwmms

Robln Williams stars as a car
salesman whose penchant for

Gbgerver &
frtmtru

Qulz

&

fim

femala companlonship gets him
into hot water with the husband
of ona of his lady loves In this
off beat comedy.

. QULE: Kame the recent film starring Robin Willlams
ihatresutted [ his academy award namination for Bas! actor.
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