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9 are in running for 2 seats
on Farmingion school board

HE NAMES of ninc candi-

dates for the Farmington

Board of Education will

appear on the June 11

Farmington Publlc Schoots bailat, at

which time two non-partlsan seats
will be filled,

Of the nine contenders, cight re-
turned an Observer questionnaire
about lssues surrounding this year's
race. Those whose answers arc fea-
tured on this and the facing page are
challengers Cathleen Webb, Allen
Warner, Laura Myers, Robert Ran-
ney, Sharon Rands, Richard DeVrles,
Kim Jaske and Incumbent R. Jack
Inch.

Another candldate, James Barnes,
sald he did not Intend to actively
campaign but missed the deadline to
remove hls name from the ballot.

AN have filed to run for anc of two
four-year terms, which become

election 90

Monday, May 14. Voters also will (il
three seats on the Oakland Commu-
nity College Board of Trustees from
among four candidates.

A candldales forum has been

available when the terms of Inch and
Janlee Rolnlek expire June 30, Inch,
the board treasurcr, has served three
four-year terms, Rolntck, the board
secrelary, Is not seeking re-election
after 12 years of service,

PRESENTED HERE are six ques-
tions asked of cach candidate, with
their verbatlm answers except when
edlting was required due to exces-
sive length. Other questions will be
featuved in upcoming edltions of the
Observer.

To vole In the June 11 election,
residents must register by loday,

heduled for tonight at 7:30 pm., at
Farmington Hlgh, 32000 Shlawassee,
sponsored by the Ametlean Assocla-
tion of University Women-Farming-
ton Chapter and the League of Wom-
en Voters-West Bloomlleld/Farm.
ington area.

A candidates night scheduled for
May 22, and sponsored by the Coun-
cll ‘of Homeowners Assoclatlons of
l-'nlnnlngtan Hills, has been can-
celed,

The Farmington school district in-
cludes all of the clty of Farmington,
most of the city of Farmington Hills
and a portion of West Bloomfleld
Township a half mile north from 14
Mile along the Middlebelt corridor.

Name: Allen P. Warner

Address: Perrys Crossing, Farming-
ton Hills

Employment: Faculty member, De-
partment of Accounting, Wayne
State University. Teaches senlor and
graduate courses in accounting and

first-hand experience with the edu-
catlonal process, attendlng local
school functlons, meetings of dis-
trictwide groups, and board meet.
Ings. An Involved citlzen, 1 served on
the Finance Committee of the Farm-
ington HIils Year 2000 Task Force,

sysiems, Ce
School of Business Administratlon's
MIS Program.
Length of residence In district: 1%
years

- Why are you
runolog  for the
school board?

The board nceds
qualified mem-
bers, who will
work responslbly
with the parents,
teachers and com-
munity, in over-
seeing an effective
administration, to
provide our children with the best
education possible,

1 have those qualifications: in-
volved parent of two young school-
children; Involved ncighbor, board
member of the Rolling Oaks Home-
owners Association; involved cltlzen,
having served on the Farmington
Hllls Year 2000 Task Force; educa-
tor for almost 20 years; a CPA with
natfonal experience as an auditor
and chief flnancial officer; a master
of sclence In computer science, with
20 years' experlence in systems,

Yhat special do you

which I the clty's flrst
strategic plan,
As 2 unlversity faculty member, I

tlon or our local government. Untll
every school In the distriet s ac.
credited, MEAP scores are higher,
and our students earn more academ-
le honors, we should not feel that we
measurse up.

What are the top three shings on
which the district should focus in the
pext four years?

have almost 20 years' in
classroom teaching, curriculum de-

1. Fl long P
We should support u:eb Patterson/
And A which would

and student motlvation. As a CPA
and former chief financial officer, I
have extensive experience in
flnance, taxation, and budgeting.

What do you perceive as the
atrengths and weaknesses of the cur-
rent bonrd? What i3 their role?

The board's role Is to: represent
the electorate; set policies; oversee
the administration’s carrylng out of
those polictes; support the teachers;
exerclse fiscal responsiblilty, and;
represent the district’s interests with
respect to the state and other organ-
1zations.

The board needs to: reduce the
taxpayers’ heavy burden; develop a
strategle plan, and carefully assign
appropriate commlttees within that
{ramework; and contlnue supporting
the superintendent in restoring an
fﬂlcient and effectlve administra-

on.

Haw do you fee! about public edu-
catlon, its role and how Farmington
measures up?
our children is critleal

bring to the job?
. As an Involved parent, I have

to preparing them for the future, It

require the state to maintain thelr
share of categorleals, A biue-ribbon
advisory panel of district officlals,
teachers, communily leaders and
citlzens should be called to scrutin-
ize the budget.

2. Computer technology: Encyclo-
pedia CD-Roms at seven schools and
a new computer-based curriculum at
Forest are but a flrst step, Our sce-
ond step should be local area net-
works, E-mall, shared data bases,
and on-line access to other schoot
districts, andg

Name: Laura Myers

Address; Shiawassee, Farmington
Employment: Bookkecper,  Jimco
Realt,

Length of residence lo dlstrlet: 8
years

Why are you
runslog  for the
school board?

We nced parents
of school-age chll-
dren on the school
board. As a parent
volunteer, I sce
how board policles
affect the way an §
Indivldual oper- .
ates. 1 want to
help cstablish those policles. With
Mlke Flanagan as superintendent,
the climate [s right for broader com-
munlty involvement. I will truly rep-
resent the community, respond to Its
desires and support the needs of Its
chlldren,

What speclal qualifications do you
bring to the job?

I have eight years of experlence
leading school and community
groups. I have worked effectlvely
with adminlstrators, staff, parents
and students. 1 was PTA president
and am now Involved with the
Scouts, booster club, facilities task

force and Community Forum. My
children attend all three levels; ele-
mentary, middle and high school, I'l)
be avallable to students, perents and
school staff by centinuing to be an
active volunteer in the schools.

What do you percelve as the
strengths and weaknesses of the cur-
rent board? What is thelr role?

Qur board tries to include parents
In the policy-making process. They
hirc and promote adminlistrators
with effective “pecple” skills, They
have the foresight to Introduce the
technology that cffective education
now requires. They need better con-
tact with siudents, parcnis and
school staff, They should reflect dis-
trict priorities in school spending.
The school board sets the tone for
the disteict and provides a sense of
contlnuity through changing ad-
minlstrations.

How do you feel about publlc edu-
catlon, Its role and bow Farmington
mensures up?

T am impressed with the profes.

and dedlcatlon of

our school system makes this com-
munity an attractive place to live,

What are (he top three things on
which the districs shoutd focus in the
pext four years?

We must focus on managlng our
burgeoning school population. To
handle the Increasing number of stu-
dents, we may need to put additions
on both our elementary and second-
ary schoots. We need to help students
and stafl keep pace with the new
technology and integrate it into alt
classrooms. We must produce gradu-
ates with marketable skills and a re-
alistlc view of higher education and
Ahe Job market.

There Is currently a study of the
gifted educatlon programs In Farm.
ington. How would you propose
changiog this program?

Some of the curriculum choices pl-
loted at Highmeadow should be of-
fered at all of the elementary
schools. The secondary schools need
more gifted enrichment. My sons
in the gifted (DELTA)

our
school employees. The stalf, faclll-
tles, course offerings and student op-
portunities provided by Farmington
Public Schools outshine any private
school [n our area. The success of a
community depends on its schools. 1
moved here because the quallty of

program. fn my experlence, we need
to recruil, counsel and communicate
with DELTA students and their par-
ents to encourage them to partlel-
pate In the extracerricular activl-
tles, scholarships, and special pro-
grams that are available.

Name: Richard L. DeVrices
Address: Chesapeake Court, Farm-
Inglon Hills

structural optl:
tien englneer, Ford Motor Co.
Length of residence In district: 10
years.

Why are you
running for the
school board?

Qur district Is
an afftuent com-
munlty, its stu-
dents come from
good homes, and It
spends nearly the
highest amount
per student tn the

state; however, e

while it is a good schoo) distrlet, It
falls short of its potential to be the
best. We can Improve its perform-
ance and reduce Its escalating costs

alsources.
3. We need to refocus the gifted
program. (sce below),

There is currently a study of the
gifted education programs In Farm.
ington. How would you propose
changlog thls program?

The gifted cannot, and should not,
“take care of themselves.” I know
from first-hand experience that thelr
needs are different, and cannot be
addressed through curricutum only.
We should note that improvements
lrj the gifted program will cascade

Is probably the most func-

g the other

Name: Robert Ranney
Address: Greenlng, Farmington Hidls
E

rum, Additlonally, I am an engineer
in private Industry, working with

englneer,
Michigan Consotldated Gas Co.
Length of residence In district: 2
yﬂﬂﬁ

! Why are you
running  for the
school bonrd?
. 1 am running
for the school

ard ause 1
tan make a posl
tive contributlon
to this district. I
belleve that witha
program of con-
tlnuous self appra-
isal, our school district can attaln its
full potential and dellver an equally
excellent education to every child.
Such a program will also benefit our
taxpayers, for we wlil be able to
inake the best use of our money.
+ What special qualifications do you
bring to the job?
My most distinctive qualification
i3 the districtwide view of the lssues
I have gained through my regular at-
tendance at board meetings and as a
partlcipant in the Community Fo-
.

budgets and schedules
daily, as well as a teacher's husband
and the parent of present and future
Farmington students.

Wkat do you percelve ns the
strepgths and weaknesses of the cur.
rent board? What s their role?

The role of our school board
should be to insure that the school
administration serves the best Inter.
ests of the entire district, Our school
board's strengths are its desire to
perform that role, as well as the in.
creasing preparation, thoughtfulness
and tolerance displayed by its mem-
bers. Its weaknesses are an overcon.
ﬁ:m with image, which lz_ﬂscnurngcs

e 0

the case of Farmington, our schools
are good, but should be better for the
resources we expend.

What are the top three things on
which tbe dlstrict should focus on
the next four years?

First, we must bring ourselves
into compllance with PA 25, as {ail-
aure to do 50 could cause the state to
take control of our schools,

Second, we must begln an Impar-
tat, obfective assessment of all our
programs, s0 we can concenlrate on
what works best,

Lastly, we must improve our plan.
ning. Both Hillside Elementary and
the gifted educatien study will finlsh
late thls year,

There Is corrently a study of the

ted eds in F'

and an underconcern with expenses,

How do you fee! about public eda-
cation, Its role and how Farmington
measores up?

Publle education should give eve-
ry chlld the basle educatlonal skills
(reading, writing and mathematlcs)
needed to become a productive
member of soclety, plus knowledge
of science and the arts, For this rea-
son, we should evaluate public edu-
catlen on the results, not the cost. In

Bif arme
ington. How would you propose
changlng this program?

Any changes I would make would
be done only after carefully reading
the report of the gifted study com-
mittee. I would consider offering a
program that allows a student with a
great aptitude In a speelfic arca to
develop his talent in that field. This
would be a supplement to the cur-
rent Delta program, which broadens
the gifted students’ horizons,

i\'lme: Jack Inch
Address: Meadowlark, Farmington

My experfence as a parent of four
children with very dlfferent goals

Y
tconomics-political sclence _chalr-
man, Oakland Community College,
Orchard Ridge Campus

Length of residence In district: 30
years

° Why are you
roonlng for the

ton school board
because service on

publlc education,
Belng a member
of this board gives me the oppartunl-
ty to contribute to my community in
a field of endcavor that I have devel-
oped some expertise {n as a parent
and a teacher, Belng a member of
this hoard Is a payback for me for
the benefits [ have recelved from my
public education.

What special qaalifications do you
bring to the job?

. After 12 years on the board, I bave
the experience to know my way
through what are some very com-
plex problems. Having taught for
over 30 years in many dlfferent edu.
cational settings, I have learned to
evaluate problems from all sides.

an aliows me another
{zcet of experience that would prove
of value to the Farmington Board of
Education. Unltke Hareld Hill In
*“The Muslc Man,” I know the terrl-

tory.

What do you percelve as the
strengths and weaknesses of the cur.
rent board? What lu thelr role?

The greatest strength of the pres-
ent board i3 its abillty to put as the
highest priority the objective that
does the most good for the entlre
school system, and not be caught vp

ton board, I fect that we have opened
the window of opportunity to all of
the students serviced by this district.

t are the top three things on
which the district should focus in the
next four years?

The number-one goal in this dis-
trict In the next four years should be
to have the best readlng program
that can be developed. It ahould be a
reading program that not only teach-
es students to read but one that
stresses an apprecintion and desire
to read. Second goal should be pro-
gram contlnulty [rom K-12 with con.
llslﬁncy of goals and objectives to

in single-l. personal

This board also has shown strength
in its abllity to listen and work with
Individuals and groups in the com-
munlty. Communlication Is an objec-
tive that this board must continuo as
a goal If it to be an efficient pollcy-
making {nstitution,

How do you feel aboat public eda-
catlon, Its role and how Farmlogton
measares 6p? 5

I feel that public education Is the
institution that can glve all members
of our soclety the chance to have a
fair atart toward a meaningful suc-
cessful life, As the nation has be.
come more heterogencous In the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, It Is
publle education that must make
sure that all members bave the op-
portunity to be all that they can be,
During my service on the Farming-

te all, My third goal would be
to develop both a meaningful gifted
program and a program to stimulate
underachlevers.

There ls currenily a study of the
muma ed:lcn(!ou pnl:mnu In Farm-

glon, How would you propose
ckn'rx':‘;lng this program?

e Farmington schi

currently dolng a study on glfted ed-
ucation programs, I feel we should
have the courtesy to look at the re-
sults before forming theorfes. One
sure way to destroy community par.
tclpation Is to form a committee
and come to a declzlon before the re-
port Is presented. The flrst change I
want (o the ‘g:omm is already in
process and that {s study of the pro-
gram (o define where we are now.
Next, where should we go, Theorles
without facts are meaningless.

by exp deflning the district's
obJectives and measuring perform-
ance agalnst costs,

What specinl qualificatlons de yon
bring to the job?

've been an active “school board
watcher” slnce 1987 and am
knowledgeable with respect to the
state of our schools. I have a bal-
anced perspectlve of publle educa-
tion as a parent, 10-year homeowner

and taxpayer, and spouse of a teach-
er. I am inclined to approach decl-
slon-making In a rational and rea-
soned manner and wlll demand more

and p
of the central administration.

What do you percelve as the
strengths and weaknesses of the cure
sent board? What is their role?

The role of the board includes
clearly deflning the goals of the dis.
trict, supporting the faculty and
staff in achleving those goals, and
critlcally evaluating the dlstrict's
progress agalnst these objectives.
Although the current board is re-
sponsive to public input, it has not
been very responsible In improving
the schools, exercising fiscal respon-
sibillty or defining a set of district
goals related to student outcomes.

How do you feel ahout publlc edu.
cation, its role and how Farmiogton
measures up?

The quallty and equity of public

sustalns our d

What are the top three things on
which the district should focus In the
next four years?

First, the district must clearly de-
fine its goals In terms of student out-
comes: speellic, measureable, at-
tainable, relevant goals and a time-
table for Implementation. This
includes curriculum alignment and
better assessment procedures.

Secondly, It must balance these
goals against lts finances to achieve
increased student performance and
greater fiscal respansibility,

Finally, it must satisfly atl North
Central and Michigan accreditatlon
standards at each of its schools.

There is currently a study of the
gifted education programs lo Farm-
ington. How would you propose
changing thls program?

The goals of the program should
be more clearly defined and the In-
structlonal strategy less rigid. Con-
sideration should be glven to better

and shapes our future in a global
economy. It should be the priority of
every level of goverament. With ene
of the highest per-pupll expendltures
In the state and with significant
demographic advantages, Farming-
ton should begln to live up to its po-
tentlal and produce comparable stu-
dent performance.

with the regular curricu.
lum, addlng components of curricu-
lum acceleration vis-a-vis horizonal
enrichment, more flexlble selection
crlteria to Include the “talented stu-
dent,” and better quality and quanti-
ty of services. All students, including
gifted, would benefit from more in-
dividualizatlon of regular classroom
instructlon,

HEIRLOOMS FOR TOMORROW
]

Meat Kay Eaton, ewner and designer of
Lamb’s Quarters quilts, folk art of tha post
Thursday, May 17, 11 a.m'5 p.m, Livonia
Friday, May 18, 1! a.m.3 p.am.. Rochoster
Inspired by the work of pioncer women \who
transformed everyday necessities into an ant
form, Lomb's Quarters bed fumnishings ate
a tributa to excellence. Handmade comforters,
quills, priscilla curtains, bafloon valances,
neckrofls and foss pillows ate unique in
their quality and werkmanship. Come see the
collection, adaptable to any decar.

Jacobson’s

Wo wolcome Jacabson's Charge, MasierCord® and VISA?
Shop untit 9 pm. on Thuisday and Friday. Until 8 pm. on Monday, Tuasday, Wednesday ond Saturday,




