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Civilians risk own lives
in evacuation maneuver

By ANNE WHEELER

As despicable as evenis In the
Vietnam war became, even that war
produced some happy endings.
“Last Flight Out,” ajring Tuesday,
May 20, on NBC, tells the true story
of a brave group of people who
risked their lives to evacuate others
Just before the falt of Saigon.

James Earl Jones and Richard
Crenna portray American Pan Am
employces who organized their own
unofficlat, separate cvacuation el-
forts, but combined them to help 463
Victnam natlonals escape certaln
death at the hands of the communlst
Khmer Rouge.

Jones plays Allan H. Topping, the
director In charge of operations in
South Vietnam who was organizing

Vietnamese — who are shunned by
their own soclety over there. And I
wish I could have done mare. And
that stuck with me all these years,”
Hood said,

Hood made quite a change In the
life of one of those children, howev-
er — he adopied a little boy. Now
20, Hood's son was not quite § dur-
ing the evacuation, Hood said he has
spoken with the boy's mother twlce
since that day In 1975,

“The Vietnamese had a tremen-
dous underground pipcline of com-
munlcatlon, and she was able to get
a letter out to me through France,
and all she wanted to know was,
‘was her son OK, and whal was hls
situation?"” Hood said. Then he got
another letler in 1985, “1 recelved

the evacuation of Pan Am employ
ces and thelr immedlate families. It
proved a bittersweet task, since
Vietnamese include any relative as
an immedlate family member, so
more people wanted to leave than
room allowed.

“The process took place by reduc-
ing the numbers to immediate fami-
lles, basically people living within
the same household: mother, father,
sister, brother, and in some cases,
grandmothers,” Topping explained.
“That was a very difflcult process
because peeple were aware of the
{act that Saigon was deteriorating
rapt’dly. and they wanted a way
out.”

A happler endlng brought about
by the evacuation, however, was the
story of Dan Hood, who piloted the
plane safely to the Philippines.

Hood had personal reasons for
riding the last plane into the coun-
try, but had no intention of piloting
the cralt out of Vietnam. He had
gone to Salgon at the request of a
former classmate, a doctor who was
caring for children of an orpbanage
Injured earlier in an airplane accl-
dent. Hood was to help take the chil-
dren to Medlvac planes so they
could lcave the country. He was
able to belp many, but many were
left behind.

“We were on the airplanes, we
were taxilng out of Salgon, and all 1
could think of is all those little kids
that we left behind, who didn’t have
a chance — half-American, half-

her letler just req a pic-
ture and wanting to know If he was

OK, which — I sent a pleture back  New Orteans Otficor eslro dot
and told her that ke was doing just patrola during Mardl Gras [n ggPs.
Salurday on FOX.
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sabar-tooth amllo of a

The grimace of a slaepy goldfiah becomes as menacing as tho
hungry shark In Garfieid's Feline
Fanlasias, alring Friday on CBS.
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Michaal Douglas plays Gok-
ko, a corporate raidor, in Walf Stroat,
Wednosday on FOX.
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