School equity bill gives more to poor districts:

By Tim Richarg
staff writer

State Rep. William Keith won a
major polltical victory this week
when the state House of Representa.
tives took $600 milllon in “categorl-
cal” ald to well-off schoo! districts
and sprend 1t around to poorer dis-
tricts,

“Thls is what I propose to break
the trend,” sald Keith, D-Garden
Clty, chair of the House Education
Commiltee. Under his bill, 78 per.
cent of Michigan's 562 school dis-
tricts will recelve state ald next fall
compared to 70 to 72 percent in
1985-80.

Rep. Maxine Berman, D-Southe
field, was among many suburbanites
casting a Joud no vote,

“There Is a persistent notion that
equily 13 more important than quall-

" sald Berman, whose home dis-
u—m spends more per pupil than vir-
tually any other in the state.

“There's no hew money (for
schools) put in this budget. Al they
did was take from out-of-formula

districts und spread It over hundreds
of distriets,”

She accused the House of making
lu gwl “across-the-board medloeri-

THE HOUSE passed, wlith a bare
S6-vote majority, Keith's substitute
for the state Scnate’s $3.15 billion
school ald bl

‘The bill now goes to a cruclal con-
ference commiltee — three mem-
bers from each chamber — to Iron
out differences,

Essentially, Kelth's bill takes $650
million the state paid for school dis-
tricts’ Social Securlty, pensions and
categorical (medla centers, pregnant
teens, professional devclupmenl) and
pumps it into the general aid formu-
la, making more schools with more
puplis eligible for state aid,

“Contlnually, major newspaper
editorials and out-of-formula people
say they don't get any state money
for their schools,” Keith sald. Actu-
ally, such distrlets as Bloomileld
Hills, Blrmingham, Southtield,
Farmlngton , Livonia, South Redford
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and Plymouth-Canton don't get gen-
cral state ald but do get retircment
and categorlcal afds.

No immedlate breakdown was
avallable on how the blll would af.
fect individual districls’ budgets.

KEITH SAID sald Michigan's cur-
rent pollcy “funnels midlions of dol-
lars into wealthy school dlstrict
budgets that otherwise would go Into
the formula to narrow the gap
tween the wealthy and poor school
distrlets.

County group aids motorists

Oakland County REACT will
agatn offer motorists on 1-75 a safe-
ty break over the Memorinl Day
weekend,

REACT, an all-volunteer, non-
proflt organization, will serve free
refreshments at the rest stop be-
tween Dixie Highway and Holly
Road from 4 p.m. Friday until 10
p.m. Monday.

Members of REACT will also

“We do not pay lhe employer's
portion of Soclal Sccurity and retire-
ment for any other Jocal unit of gov.
crnmen! — citles, townships, coun-
tles, ete.”

By nludlnx calegoricals, Kelth
said, the state hos seen more and
more districts go out-of-formula and
be foreed to ralse local property tax-
es.

The gap between what rich and
poor districts can spend per pupill
has grown to the point where Michi-
gan is In danger of a Jawsult by poor-
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er districts, he sald.

Keith cited Kentucky, where a
court declared its school funding un-
constitutional, Kentucky, he sald,
has adopted the system similar to
what he's advocating — putting
most of the money Into the general
ald formula and taking It out of ca-
tegoricals.

Among Observer & Eccentric area
lawmakers, only Justine Barns, D-
Westland, voted with the majority
for Kelth's bill.

AMONG THE 29 no votes besldes
Berman were John Bennett, D-Red.

ford; Jon Dolan, R-Farminglon Hills;
Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion; David, ;
Honlgmun, R -West Bloomfleld; Judy ;»
Miller, R-Birmingham; and Wll(n'd
Webb, 'D-Hazel Park.

Among 29 not voting were l-yn
Bankes, R-Livonia; James Kosteva, *
D-Canton; Gerald Law, R-Plymnuu:,
and Gordon Sparks, R-Troy.

“In splte of asking for 2% years,”.
said Berman, “no one can tell me
what it costs to eduate a child. How
much does it cost for quality educa-
tlon? We don't have a flgure.” .

monitor CB Channel 9 to relay infor-
matlon for motorists who need as-
slstance or directions.

In addition to free
maps and safety literature will be
avallable without cost in coaperation
with the Michigan State Police
CAR.E. program.

Additlonal Information about RE-
ACT is avallable at 673-9683,
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Detroit
Country Day School

Offers quality cducation for boys
pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. '
Instills an appreciation for moral integrity, the work ethic
and respect for others.

Focuses on developing each child's abilities in a supportive
environment and at a pace which provides encouragement
and nurtures self-esteem,

* Emphasizes preparation outside of class and the testing of
one's  achievement through competition in  academics,
athletics and activities as the student progresses through the
school.

Provides an cxcellent program for admission into hlghly
competitive colleges and umvcrsltic&

Adnusslons Téstmg
Saturday, June 20

To arrange for.an interview and appointment for” your chlld to
take the admissions test, please call the Admissions Oﬂicc .ar
the telephone inumber listed bclow for _the schoul with lhc
appmpﬂn(c gmdc level,
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