Earth Day alive

Panel focuses on environmental action

By Pat Murphy
slaft writer

Keep Earth Day allve.
That was the focus at the 20th an-
niversary meeting of the East Mickl-

gun Environmental Action Counclt President of EMEAC your | arca. “Stay at home | misconduct loosely connected with letter, however,reacted with

last week at the Cranbrook Institote when you want to clean up the envl- an attempt of the Oakland County amazement, shock or 0y,

of Scivnee. WIENER OPENED the dlscussion  mistakes or bad habits.” ronment.” he said. It's better to Taxpayers Association to block the “This is ridleulous,” said Alezan- |- |
About 300 peuple attended the  with a retninder of the link between That approach is paying divi clmn up a nearby river or protect « sale of $800 miltlon in bonds with- der, a Birmingham lawyer. *“His |-

conemoration which included & public health and conceen for the en-  dends, Wiener inslsted. "“Ten years al wetland than to be overly con- out first halding a vote of the peo- (McMmcr'l) facts are wrong and |°

reception folluwed by a business
anceting and a panet discussion,
EMEAC is “one of the most in
fluencial envlruuuunml organiza-
tions In the state,” according to State
Rep Judith MUler, R-Hirmingham,
who presented a House resolution
cormnemorating the group's anni-
yersary

!'MEA(. founded (n 1970, the
sde year as the first Earth Day
celebration - celebrated both anni-
versaries with a panel discussion on
cavironmental jssues,

“We want 10 keep the Earth Day
spirit alive,” explained EMEAC
president Alice Temboutlan,

The panelisis were Raj M. Wiener,
dieetor of the Michigan Department
ot Public Health; Jonathan Bulkley,
professor of natural resources at the
University of Michigan; and Paul

Tomboulian, a member of the tive,” she said. ment, ¢ simple,” sald. “"And expeet him to investi- ment campaign to pressure legiti- ‘
EMEAC Bourd of Directors who is t's better to teach people healthy  Tomboulian gave some common they are often unglamorous and in- | gate" and, il appropriate, prose- mate candidates into withdrawing” | +
also u professor of chemistry at Oak-  chuices {for their lifestyles as wellas  sense tips on translating a concern sl’ﬂ"-ﬂ't"l But there's always 4 po- | cute. from the race. .

tand University

‘We want to keep the Earth Day spirit

alive.’

— Alice Tomboulian,

actions, They included;

®  Become environmentally
aware. Learn about ecology und the
environmient from different sources
to get a batanced view.

& Work on the environment in

virunment.

“When we volce concern about the
eavironment, we are voleing concern
that human beings as a species wlll
survive,” she sald. Society must ney-
er lose site of the common link be-
tween the two.

When envitonmentalists, ke
EMEAC, volee concern about clean
air and unpalluted water It is be-
cause humans must breath that air
and drink that water, she said.

"The earth will survive if the alr is
fouled and the water polluled “
Wiener said, “But humans won't."

Soclety has made “visible prog-
ress” In some arcas of protecting the
cnvironment, Wiener sald. But cnvl.
ropmental groups — as well us pub-
llc health officlals - should focus
more un prevention. “For ene thing,
it's cheaper as well as more effec-

the environment), than to correct

ago, who would have thought non-
smoking would be the normi? A dec-
ade ago, who wenld have believed
we'd be wearing seatbells like we
are?”

BUCKLEY, WHO is part of the
court-ordered eleanup of the Rouge
River system, said he is encouraged
by the number of declsions being
made — and problems being ap-
proached — as a regional concern.

There's a growing awareness that
envirenmental problems are region-
wide and thus require cooperation
from different communitles and, at
times, difterent states, Buckley said.

This regional approusch was
“unheard of" two decudes ago, he
continued, and the emergence of this
cooperative attitude is an indlcation
of a mature concern for the environ-

for the environment into everyday
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When it comes to our health, nost
ol us could use nwre infor
Now, thanks t» Merey Hospitals
thered o convenient way to get it

Ask-A-Nurse is a professional health
care information and referral service
stalfed by registered nurs
confidential, free of charg
availuble 24 hours a day,

24-Hour Health Care Answers

Ask-A-Nurse will make
rrals, fill you in on
health care programs — even asess
sytptoms and help you decide
what to do about them.

Gueestions,
dactor rel

ion.

and
I addicion

So now you know. When you have
health care questions, Merey
Ies Hospitals have the answer:

Ask-A-Nurse.

cumd about an issue in « distant
state or reglon.

o “Think global and act local,”
Tomboullan advised, Referring to an
old Chincse proverb, he reminded
the audience that the longest journey
begins with a single step,

® Set an example by doing, not
by saying. Each person should
have as if he or she Is to be a role
model for goud environmental con-

uet.

® Don't preach about protecting
the environment and don't try to
make people feel guilty if they don t
share the same environmental goals.

o While indjviduals are personal-
Iy doing the right thing environmen-
tally, they must not forget that the
solution to every problem has a po-
litical connection.

“Enyi lruvnuv.'mal wluuons are nev-
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Grenade or i

By Pat Murphy
stait wrlter

Political warfare in Oakland
County is heatlng up, with tax foe
Willlam D, McMaster throwing a
verbal grenade. . .orisita dud’

In a letter lo the prosecutor,
McMaster accused three well-
known Republicans of eriminal

who

a?

“l HAVE RESEARCHED the
law,” McMaster said. *‘And
whether or not it’s a mlsdemeanor
or felony depends on how much
money was involved . . . and that's
up to the prosecutor.”

Oakland County Prosccutor
Richard Thompson was unavaila-
ble for comment Wednesday.

People accused by name in the |- -

re wrong. In my |-

ple ~ and oust
gree.
The letter, dated Tuesday, ac-

17 years of pm:udng law I've nev-
or heard of ;uch a "
e |

cuses Jim Alexander,
county chairman, and Patrick An-
derson, co-author of the Peuemn-

with
Alexander Hnmllwn LIIe Insur-

ance CoA, sald, “’l'hae wild and ..

Anderson Cltizens’ Tax

Amendment, with * unlnwtul inter.

lerence wlu: the American elector-
process.”

‘l‘hn same letter accuses County
Exccutive Danlel T. Murphy and/
or the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners of not glving prop-
er legal notlee prior about meet-
ings related to the solld waste pro-
gram.

“I have called these (transgres-
sions} to the attention of the pro-
secutor’s offlce,” McMaster said
Wednesday. “Now ft's up to him.
We (McMnchr and the taxpayers

Titical link

Cull .

Tase e " tudicrouns y
McMaster sald Alexander and |

Anderson “repeatedly phoned and |* |

otherwlu badgered, intimidated |-

d coerced several Republlcan |
candld:ls" recruited by the tax.
payers assoclation to run agalnst
incumbents who did not agree with
its contention that a vote is re-
quired before the county sells the
$600 million worth of bonds.

“MESSRS. ALEXANDER and
Anderson personally, and through
their agents, engaged n a harm
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to answering health care

Catherine McAuley Health Center - Ann Atbor » Merey Hospital - Port Huron
* Mount Carme! Mercy Hospital & Samaritan Health Center - Detroit
+ St. Joseph Mercy Hospital - Pontiac
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