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At what cost will The Palace Gardens open?

:* THEY'VE THOUGHT of every.
thing — these savvy cntreprencurs
from our suburbs.

" Developers of The Palace of Au-
burn Hills are spawning The Palace
Gardens, an 18,000-scat, summer-
time, state-of-the-art autdoor am-
phitheater on 50 wooded, wetlanded
acres of the 140-acre Palace site,

The new facillty, scheduled for

completion next May, will have
something for everyone — concerts,
drama, opera, Broadway shows, bal-
let, family shows and community
events.

Yes, they will save woodlands and
wetlands — they will add to the am.
biance.

Yes, they will have three over-
sized video screens so lawn sitters
can see the stage action,

Yes, they wht have restrooms,
.concesslon stands and waiter-service
for all areas — from lawn to VIP
sultes,

Yes, they will have cloth-uphol-

stered pavillion seats - no more
hard benches, .

Yes, they will have nightcare ~—
baby sltting for youngsters back at
The Palace proper ~ while their
parents attend the event.

Yes, they will have quiet rooms
for parenis who want to stay and
walt for thelr kids.

Yes, 2,500 parking spaces witl be
added to the lot.

Yes, they wlll attempt to stagger
starting (imes — most certainly
when there are events both at The
Palace and the Gardens {the very
thought may give many Palace-
goers nightmares!).

THERE 1S no arguing with the
suceess of owners David Hermelln,
Bill Davidson and Robert Sosnick.
They have obylously glven metro
Betroit a quality arena, which is
both a moncy maker and a model for
other contemporary stadiums.

But at what cost?

‘The Pontiuc Sliverdome, the pride

‘g‘
of the area when it was built, is hav-
ing its problems. The new am.
phitheater s certaln to put it out of
bustness 2s anything other than the
den of the Llons,

And what of the other summer-
time entertalnment centers? Pine
Knob? Oakland University's Meadow
Brook? All three lle within a few.
miles radius, '

And then, of course, there's traffic,

Pleture a summet’s eve, Picture
you In your car. Plcture going to a
concert or on the way up north or
Just going from Southfleld to (he
home of a Rochester Hills friend for
dinner,
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Do homework before you
apply to major university

~ Q: My daughter kod a dream of
“astending & certaln major university
‘in the state and was rejected. She
was rejected because her overall
grade polnt average was not high
‘enough. We were told she Just missed
the cutoff palnt, She wanted to go
into Journallsm at that unlversity.
‘Her high school grades In Journal-
ism, English and related courses are
excellent, She dida't do as well in
“math, We talked to a unlversity ad-
misslon counselor by phone but It
dldn’t do aoy good. She hux been ac-
‘cepted at agolber college but it
‘wasn't her first cholce. What else
could we have done?

A: The universily you are refer-
‘ring to always has an overabundance
of applications and can enroll an en-
tire freshman class with 3.8 grade
polnt averages or better if they so

re,

* In your situation, your daughter
had-an 3.9 grade point average In
English, Journalism and social stud-
les, Her required math courses in
*high achool showed & grade point av-
‘erage of 3.2 Not bad consldering she
400k the more challenging math
courses, competing against future
‘englneers and the like.

However, when we average her
‘language arts/journalsm area
Brade point average (3.9) with the
math grade polnt average (3.2), it
rounds out to about 3.55.

procedures is harder
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Compoundlng the fssue were her
college entrance SAT scores showing
the same pattern, extremely high In
the verbal comprehension area but
only very good In math,

Your daughter never s golng to be
an engineer and doesn’t want to be a
math major, yet her 3.2 in math kept
her from the college she wanted to
attend. She wants to be a journallst,
did well In journallsm and related
courses, has won writlng awards but
doesn’t {it the mold, Why?

It is easier to use the overall GPA
and SAT results than to break these
results down and review the results
In relation to the student strength
areas and goals {n lfe. It also Is
Ittically safer to sereen out students
by using an overall GPA and SAT
scores because of the huge number
of applicants seeking admission,

Pragmatically, this particular uni-
versity aceds to demonsirate high
entrance standards for government
and private foundation grant pur-
poses. And “changing long-standing

than moving a graveyard,” as Henry
Bradgon sald in 1917.

Your mistake ls typical of parents
who don't understand the system.
Your daughter sent in her apptlca~
tlon without previous groundwork.
What she should have done and what
others can learn from your experi-
ence follows,

She should have met with her high
school journallsm teacher and lan-
guage arts department head, both of
whom say your daughter Is a glfted
student. Then she should have set up
an appointment with the powers that
be in the journallsm department and
the school newspaper dlvision at the
university.

Hopefully, her high school fournal-
Ism teacher, the department head
and/or counselor would have gone to
that meeting with your daughter,

All your daughter's journalism
awards could have been brought to
the forefront at that meeting. Hope-
{ully, your daughter would then have

. developed an internal advocate to

help her.

Dr. James Doyle is a former as-
sistant  superintendent in the

Of course you thought in advance
not to take 1-75 — or dld you?

EVEN IF the folks at the Dome,
Mcadow Brook or Pine Knob are
stil) speaking to the Palace people,
there isn't all that much Jeeway In
scheduling concerts. Pine Knob re-
cently aonounced it was reinstating
plenics va the grass, Meadow Brook
promotes them and one of the fea-
tures of the Palace Gardens will be
outdoor barbecues and prepared ple-
nie baskets, which can be ordered by
phone. .

So folks are golng to come when

.
they want, regardless of the per-
formance time, and of course, con-
certs are of varylng lengths,
Somehow, somewhere, some way
it scems that something as reglonal
and redundant as the Palace Gar-
dens should have had to go through
more than the cily government of
Auburn Hllls. That's the city which
opens its arms to any and all devel-
opment, be It an ircincrator, me-
gamall or outdoor concert hall.

SEMCOG, WHERE are you when
we nved you? And why don't you

have any clout? You can go on
record all you want about urban
sprawl, but when it gets down to
doing anythlng about it, you look the
other way. B

The new Palace Gardens wlll give
us still another reason (o stay away
from downtown Detrolt In (ho
summertime.

If we can get there, that is.

Judith Doner Berne is ussistant
managing editor for the Oaklund
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Racism, economics:
the American crisis

WE LAUGHED when it made lts
way through the newsroom. The am-
ateurish publicatlon heralded itself
as a newspaper of raclal unity, a not
too clever phrase for racism.

1t was chock-full of slek cartoons
and articles refiecting the ignorance
and fear of those who believe in
white racial superlority.

We laughed at the irony of it being
delivered to the driveway of photo-
grapher Guy Warren, a Westland
resident who works here, Warren is
black. But the laughs were uncom-
fortable ones.

Raclsm Is so stupid It's difficult
not to laugh and make fun of those
who believe the myths of lts ideolo-
&Y. But it also Is tiresome. After all
it’s a sickness which we as a society
Just can't scem (o shake,

That was brought home to us this
past weekend when the controversial
Japanese politician Shintaro
Ishihara pald a visit at the lnvitatlon
::f Democratic U.S. Rep. Sander Lev-

n.

The author of a book entltled “The
Japan That Can't Say No,” Ishihara
surmises that racism Is the founda-
tien of this country's economic rela-
tlonship wlith Japan,

Ishirara couldn't have picked a
more appropriate area in which to
come and speak of racism. After all,

through in
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in one study after another metropoli-
tan Detrolt has been labeled as one
of the most segregated areas in the
United States.

A member of the Japanese Dlet
for the past 20 years, Ishlhara made
hls remarks fn a town meeting set in
Southficld, also very appropriate. |

which an ethnic eor racial group has
been the brunt of some stupid slur.

Most raclsts assume that if you're
white you agree with their racist
venom. So thoy vent thelr sickness
all over you like some baby throwing
up sour milk.

Admittedy, such encounters are
becoming fewer. But that has noth-
ing to do with a change (n racial atti-
tudes. No. It's just that in the last
few years I've found the gumptlon to
administer instantancous feedback
outlining the stupidity of such re-
marks,

And although it may stem the tide
of ldiotlc remarks, unfortunately my
one person crusade does little to
stem the damage that Is heaped upon
our 11-bei|

At present Southfield N
black and white together, are wag-
ing a battle to maintaln an cconomi-
cally viable and raclally integrated
community, rather than a city where
p:mlcI anﬂ‘ white flight undercut its

g
Ishihara Is more correct than we
or even he belleves,
Raclsm’s power is In its subtlety,
not the goof-ball publications pand-
ering to it. Raclsm'’s power Is [n the

social,
base,

It's a valiant struggle with few al-
lies. The verdict is still out on the
outcome. .

Ishlhara's appearance reminds us
that racism comes In many shades.
As an Anglo-Saxon male I've had the
unenviable experience of sitting

great which
spreads the lles and hbalf-truths
haunting America.

And that's why Ishthara upsets us
s0. He doesn't whisper,

Steve Barnaby is the managing
editor of the 13 Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers.

Troy School District. Q
for this column should be sent 10
Doc Doyle, /o Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

Frank Tanana, Pitcher with the Tigers, says:
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