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NLESS THE ATTIC Theatre
can raise $550,000 by the
end of August thls year,
the Detroit theater that

dares to produce first-run plays, In-
novative Interpretations of the clas-
sics and off-the-beaten-track musi-
cals and dramas wlll close perma-
nently.

When Attlc Artistle Director Lavi-
nia Moyer announced the thealer’s
dire financlal position in March, a
devoted group of Attic supporters
from Bloomfleld Hills responded
with a grass-roats fund-ralsing plans
of its own. Seven season ticket hold-

ers — Mercedes and John
Llchtwardt, Gerald and Jane Con-
way, Bob and Julle Fiynn and Betly
Page — declded to throw two the-
ater parties to hetp fill the Attlc's
depleted coffers,

Good ideas, once launched, spread

Bob Loiko is Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof,” the annual
outdoor musical presented by St. Dunstan’s Gulld of Cran~
brook at the Greek Theatre in Bloomfield Hills, Show dates
are Friday-Saturday, June 1-2, and Thursday-Saturday,
June 7-9. For ticket information call 644-0527.
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upcommg
things to do

® LISTENER PARTY
Radlo station WQRS will present
ts sccond Radlo Listener party
:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 24, at
e Troy Marriott Hotel. Listeners
It have the opportunity to meet
3 e WQRS staff, munch on hors
Woeuvres, lsten to clessical musie
grovlded by members of the Lyric
hamber. Ensemble and drink
Riwhatever they pre!cr from the
,cnsh bar.

e

HEADERSTHEATER
Final performance of the Spring
rles of Readers Theater will be

at 4 pm. Sunday, June 3, in the
DeRoy Theater at the Jewish Com-
munily Center in West Bloomfleld.
A complimentary wine bar will
open at 3:15 p.m. The program will
feature Joyce Fuerring, Henrletta
Hermelin, Evelyn Orbach, Stacy
Passon and Cect Orman-Stone and
will present works by Wendy
Wassersteln, Nora Ephron and
Ruth Whitman. Artistlc Director
Yolanda Flelscher will serve as
host of the program, Tickels are
avallable at the door beglnnlng at 3
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“ALL THAT BOURBON ST. JAZZ”

s Cajun, Crecle & American Cuisine
+ Specialty Desserts, Cocktails & Doncing

with
DOUE JACOBS & THE RED GARTER BAND
EVERY FRIDAY 6-10 PM.

CALL
349-4000

JC

NOWVI HILTON
1-275 at 8 Mite Road

like fuff (n a high wind.
Because the Attle Is dear to the
hearts of the seven (riends, they
hope thelr idea takes root all over
metropolitan Detrolt, among those
who value the Attic’s advenlurous
artlstle splrit, its professlonal pro-
ductions, and its dedleation to prem-
fering now works,

Barrle Werba, the Attic’s director
of development, says, “It's lmpart-
ant to develop new veices for the
stage.” The seven frlends heartlly
agree, Page says, “The theater con-
sistently has Innovatlve shows that
whet your appetite for the new and
different.”

BETTY PAGE remembers how
the idea for the “Theater Evenlngs”
was born, “We were sitting around
at T.J.'s (a Detroit restaurant) before
golng to see ‘Hamlet' at the Attle,
The business of the theater threaten-
ing to close down had been in the pa-

per, and Mercedes (Lechtwardt)
said ‘We can't let that happen. Let's
get up a potluck and invite friends.” "

Page explaios their immedlate ob-
Jeetives were to bolster attendance
and bring In contelbutlons, and long-
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THEATER & FINE DINING
COMPLEIE BROADWAY PRODUCTIONS
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ave the Attic

range, they hoped to interest people

in becoming subscribers.

Mercedes Lichtwardt says simply,
“The Attlc is the best theater in
town. It presents plays that other-
wise we'd never have the opportunt-
ty to sce, Where else would you see
‘Sand Mountaln' or 'Piaf' except at
the Attic.”

‘The seven frlends concelved two
“Theater Evenings,” beginnlng with
cocktalls and a buffet dinner, then
car-pooling to Detroit’s New Center
Arca to altend an Attic production.
They invited fricnds interested In
theater to attend one or both parties
— the first, was April 27, to the
world premiere of “Coda” by Detrolt
playwright Bill Harris, and the scc-
ond, Saturday, June 9, to "Song-
baok,” an original musleal that won
the London West End Musleal of the
Year Award in the late '70s,

With each iavitatlon sent, the
group enclosed a stamped cnvelope
addressed to the Attic, as a no-pres-
sure suggestion that guests might
want (o contribute to the Attic’s
fund-raising drive. The fricnds coor-
dinated and cooked potluck dishes
for the April 27 buffet. Thirty guest
came to dinner, and afterward the
entire group attended “Coda,” a play
set durlng the '50s when Detrolt jazz
greats “cooked" musle In little cor-
ner bars like the one where “Coda
takes place.

HOSTS AND hostesses for the
“Theater Evening” provided cock-
talls and dinner, Guests bought their
own tickets to the performance, and,
if they wlished, made a contrlbution
to the theater.

Qut of curiousity, the group asked
the Attie to kecp a tally of total con-
tributions. recelved from those at-
tending the first party, The Attie's
Werba says the first party netted
“just under $500" — welcome con-
tributions to the campalgn that has
raised a little over $200,000 of the
$550,000 needed. Not only are contrl-
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May 25th, 26th, 27th & 28th
Arts & Crafts « Vegas Room « Beer & Wine
Raffle »

* SUPER SPECIAL
Thursday, May 24 from 4-10 pm

All Rides Only $8.00 per person

PUGH SHOWS CARNIVAL

Ride All Day For Only $13 vurpsnan

(Individual tickets also available)

' IDEAL FOR FAMILY OUTINGS
Bring Your Famlly & Friends

BAAND LARE

Bingo

*

Thursday 4-10
Friday 8-11, Sat, 1211
Sun. 12-11, Mon, 12-6

LAKE FRONT SETTING

Grass-roots fund- ralsmg helps out

Von H. Washington (left) and Booker Hinton appeared in the
recent Atlic Theatre production of “Coda.” Next attraction at
the Attic is the g " opening W y, June
6.

butlons tax-exempt, but many corpo-
rations will match danatlons dollar
for dollar or ‘even double contribu-
tlons their employees make to ellgi-
ble organizations. The Attic quallfles
as an arts and cultural organlzatlon,
and the theater appreclates cvery
dotlar added to the fund.

The 14-year-old theater's financlal
woes began when the old building on
Latayette In Grecktown, In down-
town Detrolt, burned In 1984, On a

week's notlce the company moved to
temporary summer quariers In the
Fox Theatre and had to replace de-
stroyed costumes and sets so it could
resume the {un of “Strider.”

In the fail, the Attic settled into its
present New Center Pavilion loca-
tion, in what was the auditorivm for
a pursing school. The butlding necd-
ed extensive renovation to wark for
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MEXICAN SampLER
Dlno n onzy- ks Coupan « Expited 6-6-90

FREE BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE 1 -
sxkcan or Amarican Cuisine

Includes;

Steak Fajita, 2 Tacos, |

GCheose  Enchitada, El |
Padro Burrito, Tostada,

Guncamolo Oip, Rice &

Mot vakd with sy Other olfee.

24366 GRAND RIVER
(3 Blocks W, of Telegraph) » 537-1450

SUNDAY
TRADlTlON

]oln us for

Sunday Brunch

10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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o §11.95 Adults o |
- $6.95 Children (5-12) K
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