Super musical is updated
in fresh, modern version

Performances of “Jesus Christ,
Superstar” continue through Sun-
day, June 17, at the Birmingham
Theatre. For ticket information
call the box office ut 644.3533,

“Jesus Christ Superstar” at the
Blrmingham Theatre is simply super
— full of super music, super chore.
ography, super cnergy, sotne super
performers and super cleverness In
the updating of thls 1971 musical.

‘The first smash hlt from composer
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyricist
Tim Rice, “Superstar™ caused major
controversy when it promtered be.
cause of ils very unorthodox ap-
proach iIn retelling the last seven
days in the life of Jesus,

Jesus (Adrian Zmed) is portrayed
as a rock star whose natural charis.
ma and swelllng ranks of devoted
fans make hlm a threat to the estab.
liskment. While the historlcal names
are used, the costumes and many of
the plot detalls reflect modern

times.

‘Though orlginally billed as a rock
apera, in typleal Webber fashion the
music covers a wide range from
rock to blues to ballads. Best known
are the title song with Its haunting
six-note openlng and the moving “1
Don't Know How to Love Him," here
sung in a terrific blues vendition by 2
very sensual Mary Magdalene (Na.
talie Ollver).

THE FRESH CONCEPT for the
show Is the insplratlon af the Bir-
mingham Thealre's exccutive pro-
ducer Jay Brooks and director/clio-
reographer Victor Valentine. The
productlon is slick, and most of the
changes work exceedingly well. Val-
entine’s jazzy choreography, some.
times pleasantly reminiscent of Bob
Fosse’s work, Is sklllfully performed
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Fund-raising helps the Attic-

Continuad from Page 8

tlve theater. Some seating had to be
torn out; Ldnsslnx rooms and back-

stage were added, and

P

.

Michals

Barbara

by the high-octane, super-charged
dancers.

While Zmed does not have thé
maguetic presence of a superstar,
his singlng voice I8 pleasant, his

F apprapriately gentle and his
1'assion niost convincing.

Judas s the most Intriguing char-
acter in the play, and Lawrence
Claytons outstandlng voice domi-
naies any scene In which he appears.
Judas fears Jesus has let success go
to his head, blunting his principtes.
Ueset by private demons, Judas
agonizes over the betrayal,

Ken Parks' deep, rich volce makes
Pontius Pilate cqually stately In his
red judge’s robe or in tennls togs, Pl-
late is always anxious to wash his
hands of Jesus so that he can get on
with his golf and tennis matches,

The priests Annas {Cheryl Stern)
and Calaphas (Richard Pruitt) are
here turned into a palr of television
evangelists, though their new ldenti-
ties are a bit unclcar. They host a
shuw called “AM. Jerusalem”
whose title  suggests newscasters
more than evangelists, Stera is nice-
bitchy, though, and Pruitt is be.
lievable oily. The powerful lyrics ¢f
their number “Jesus Must Die”
shows the inevitability of Jesus® fate.

GARY HERD is a real crowd-
pleaser as King Herod, portrayed
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here as a jovial song-and-dance man
who leads a chorus of swimsult-clad
chorines and dancing beach cabanus,

Other interesting updates include
showing the moncychangers in the
Temple as Wall Street stockbrokers
and the Last Supper as a black-tle
event wehre the Apostles get tipsy,
In public Jesus dresses like Michael
Jackson in a drum major’s red fack-
et heavy with gold braid. He leaves
his footprints In wet cement, has his
face adorning countiess T-shirts and
Is constantly pursued by legions of
reporters and TV cameras.

Desplte its serlous , “Je-

lighting, llre exit doors
and a loading deck were installed, at
a total cost of $350,000.

A General Motors grant fo)
$150,000 helped, but remalning mon-
ey for the renovalions and for the
two moves came out of the opera-
tions budget. That left the Atllc with
no cash reserves to handle the ad-
vance expenses of mounting new
productlons and to absorb normal in-
come fluctuations,

WITH A BUDGET of a little over
$1 million, the Attic mounts seven
malnstage productlons each season
and runs oulreach pregrams. Six art-
Ists In residence work In middle
schools and high schools In the city
through Arts In Education in the
Publlc Schools, and a troupe of sen-
ior cltizens called the Oldsters per-
torms in churches, schools and nurs-
Ing homes. In additlon, the Attic pre-

sents more' adventurous
programming Monday nights and in-
vites visiting troupes to perform on

stage.

Werba explalns that 60 percent of
revenues for the theater comes from
ticket sales and subscriptlons. Forty
percent comes {rom grants and con-
tributions from foundations, corpo-
rations and individuals. “Large
grants from corporatlons are pend-
ing.” she says, in hopes that corpora-
tien generosity will help the theater
survive. "But we won't know until
June.”

To date, more than 50,000 people
have responded to curtain speeches
after every performance and o
mallings sent to scason subscribers,
donors, single-ticket  buyers, and
those who have Llaken classes
through the theater. Even vendors to
whom the Attic owed money have
forgiven $36,60C in debts to help the
theater get back on Its feet.

Despite progress and hopes that
grants will come through, Werba
says, "We aperate every day as if

sus Christ Superstar” is an upbeat,
Jjoyous show whose spiril is Infec-
tious, .

As Webber's musleals confinue to
draw enormous audlences world-
wlde, Webber-bashing has become
very popular with some critics whe
pratest that the man has never writ-
ten any musle that Is orlginal and
not derivative. The same could be
said of Shakespeare and all his bar-
rowed plots; he just happened to be
better than most at what he did.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English in Southfield. A

upcoming
things to do
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p.m. There is an admission charge.
For _more information, call Read-
ers Theater at 967-4030.

© SHOW CHANGES
A third and flnal performance by
David Bowle has been added at B

p.m. Friday, June 22, at the Palace.
Tickets are $25. Bowie also is play-
ing the Palace at 8 p.m. Sunday-
Monday, June 2425, as part of his
current “Sound Plus Vision™ world
tour. The voncert by Madnana sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 30, at the
Palace has been changed 1o Friday,
June 1.

we're In 2 pressure cooker. We bave
to keep our hopes up.” She Is pleased
at the “groundswell of support,” and
says, “It's encouraging to see that
people really care, but we have a
ways to go. We're not out of the
woods yet,"

The seven frlends hope their sce-
ond theater party, June 9, when they
sce “Songfest,” wlll add to the At-
tle’s fund, The tongue-ln-cheek musi-
cal running Wednesday, June 8,
through Sunday, July 1, follows the
career of a flctlonal song writer, one
Mooney Shaplro, who Is a cross be-
tween Cole Porter, Noel Coward and
Stephen Sondhelm. The musical
tracks Mooney's life and the changes
in Amerlcan music frem the 1920s
through the 1970s.

Sound interesting? Why not get up
a potluck, Invite frlends to see
“Songfest” and joln the grass roots
campaign to save the Attlc Theatre.

For ticket information call the
Attic Theatre at 875-8285.
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