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By Virginia Lee Clark

spectal writer
Elalne Grohman takes her own
advice, As a by teacher,

calligrap
she tells'students who dont think
they can do something, “Yes, you
can, you just haven't done It yet,”
phllosophy is reflected In
the 1,700.

Work exhrblted at CCS

exhlhll at Center lur " Creative
Studies Gallery, Park Shelton, 15
East Kirby at Woodward, Detrolt,
continues through Friday, June 8.
In addluon to works by Elainc

square-foot renovation built
around her original $00-squarce-
foot home In Farmington Hills.

It is apparent in the distance she
has traveled from belng an adver-
tising deslgn student taking a re-
quired calligraphy course at the
Ceater for Creatlve Studies to hav-
ing two pleces of her work acoept-
od by the International Typeface
Corp. for a cultural exchange exh!.
bition with Russla that opens in
Moscow 1o October,

This multifaceted artist grew up
in Farmington and now lves in
Farmington Hills with her hus-
band, Richard, and thelr two chil-
dren. She has been an oll painter
and has worked with stalned glass,
but she sald that when she walked

Into the late Joseph Firden's callig-

raphy class at CCS, “I fell in love
with letters and knew what I want-
edtodo”

After she married, she taught
palnting In an art store while
learning and practicing calligra-
phy o her own. She met other cal.
lgraphers In the area when she
Jolned the Michigan Association of
Calligraphers and sold one of her
pleces the flrst time ahe exhibited
In an MAC-sponsored show in 1981,
“My husband has always encour~

have a spceial L‘al:l]fm and should

Hills, lo-
cal nrllsLs represented  includy
Elaine Borruso, Bloomfleld Hills.

Janice  Cc

Hills; Elleen Merline, Soullhﬂcld.
Jacl Sulllvan, Rochester; and Clau-
dia Witlamy, Southtield.

Gallery hours are 10 aum. to 5
p.am. Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday. For In-
formallon, calt 874-1955.

AFTER THE BIRTH of her sece
ond child, Grohman earolled in the
Calllgraphy Diploma Program at

and cventually was asked to
teach there by Lathar Hoffmann
who had started the program and
Is now the chalrman of the CCS
graphics department.

She has also taught in a LIvlng
Through Aris program in South-
ficld where her classes Included
many handlcnrpcd students. She
wu partlcularly gratified by thelr

gress, She bcxm teaching cal-
llzraphy at the Birmingham-
Bloomfield Art Assocation (BBAA)
in 1985, the same year she started
her own business, Grohman’s Stu-
dlo,

“1 love teaching and it docsn't
matter to me what leve! the stu-
dent wants to reach. The only im-
portant thing Ls his love for callig-
raphy.”

The Grohmans bought thelr
small home and two acres of land
in 1978 and for several years, all
the beautlful and imaginative wall
pieces and creatlve graphles pro-
duced b s Studlo came

use it. I am s
though, every time I look at my
own wedding invitatlon which 1
did. T thought it was so0 good at the
ﬂme, but It just looks awlful to me

waged me,” she sald, “He feels 1

Y
out of a tiny, cramped kitchen. The
“drawing table'" had to bo cleared
every night so the family could eat .

dinner,
Therefore, the first bullding

block In the renovation of thelr
home was a large, well-lit studlo
bullt by her husband where she
turns out an incredible amount of
work,

She has an lnnate scnse of deslgn
and that coupled with her daring
use of color makes her calllgraphy
vibrant and alive. She partlcutarly
11kes to make her letters dance on
a black background In her non-ver-
bal work and is now Incorporating
some paper-weaving techniques
that produce dramatic results.

When using a quote as her cens
tral theme, she crcates an overall
mood for the plece on her in-
terpretation of the words,

SHE WORKS RAPIDLY and Is
constantly experimenting wlth pa-
pers, writing tools Including pepst-
cle sticks, and inks and palnts to
get the myrlad of color effects she
wants

Wl\en doing commerctal projects
including logos, ads, certificates,
Invitatlons or brochures, she shows
her clients preliminary sketches
leading them away from the trite
and toward designs with “some
plzzazz." Her cllents run the gamut
from the Wayne State Medical
School Alumnl Assoclation to the
Kronk Bozing Team.

Like her customers, the New

Artist’s life story written in calligraphy

Elaine Grohman works at calligraphy in her studlo in her Farmington Hills home.

York Clty-based International
Typelace Corp. recognized her tal-
ents, ITC, one of Lhe country's
most-respected (ype design houses,
lssued a cail for entries for a cul
tural exchange show with the Sovi-
et Artlst Unfon,

OF THE MORE THAN 600 en-
trles from the United States, only
71 pleces from §4 artists were ac
cepted. These included two by

Grohman. After the show opens [n
Moscow In October, it will travel
to several clties in Russia for nlne
months, arriving In New York Clty
in carly 1991, The jolnt venturc
will then tour the Unlted States for
the next two years,

Closer to home, Grohman’s work
may be seen at the CCS Gallery In
an_exhibitlon entitled “Michigan
Calllgraphers,” On display are 51
pleces by 20 calligraphers who

have won awards In Juried Michi-
gan shows during the past five
years. All are member of MAC.

The gallery Is located In the
Park Shelton, 15 East Kirby at
Woodward In Detroll. The show
closes Friday, Junc 8, For infor-
mation, call 874.1955.

The “yes, you can” theory is ob-
vious in the original concepts used
in Grohman’s newly enlarged
home. But that's another story.

Mother bought him a flute —
he’s been playing it ever since:

By Carolyn Bamett-Goldstein
spoclal writar

“Musle Is for everybody. It be-
longs to everybody, and it's accessl-
ble,” the Detrolt Symphony Orches-
tra's princlpal flutist, Ervin Manroe,
zays emphatically.

“You don't have to take five years
of college Lo be able o enjoy what
you're golng to hear. And when you
talk down to somebody — there's no
reason for il. If somebody has not
had exposure to a Brahms sympho-
ny, you can talk about it. You ahould
make it accessible to the person.”

. Mocroe, being lntervlewed in tlh‘e
hls wife

‘parent that this belie! is rooted In his
childhood, his more than 25 years as
a musician and teacher and his expe-
rience as past president of the Na-
"tiopal Flute Associatlon,

! With a hint of a Southern accent,
he recounted the obstacles and lack
of educational opportunities and ac-
‘cesslbllly to cln.ulul music he en-
-countered growlng up la Niceville,
‘Fla, as uu: youngest of six, He re-
vealed how his Jove for the flute
helped overcome thesa obstacles l.uld
opened oppartunities, mnklng‘ o

haod never heard orchestral music in
my lfe.”

The salesman recommended
Brahms' Second Symphony, Bectho-
ven's Third Symphony (“Erolca”)
and Schubert’s “Unfinished” Sym.
phony with Beethaven’s Fifth on tho
flip side. “Stlll to this day I nover get

rﬁd of Brahms' symphonies,” he
sald,

“The Second Symphony I used to
turn up — wide open — when I
would get home from school. I was
the only one there and I would just
blast It out into the woods, We lived
In the woods. I would go out and run
with my dogs. You could hear it
through the woods.”

Meanwhile, at that time in the
mid-1950s, what Monyoe could listen
toon Inuknlghl radio was Jazz from
New Orleans and rhythm and blues,
Includlng B.B. King “long before he
became porulnr.“ on a hlack station
out of Galveston. Today, he likes
playing blues,

His “flrst real exposure” to
orchestras also came the summer ho
was 12, at Florida State Unlversity’s
Tallahassee Camp, By tha seventh
grade he played [n a nearby hij
school band. In the 11th grade he
was Pcrlormlng In !he Pensacola

one of the most
the country.

In the great room, a flre glowed in
the fireplace on a chilly spring eve-
ning as Monroe sat talking to a visl
tor, A tall man, Monroe i3 a gregari-
ous host with an open manner,

HIS MOTHER, a schodl teacher
and “real mualc Jover,” gave him a
ngalo when ho wu 10. However,

P

in
8 h]gh lchool jm blnd It wasn't un-
i1 he went to Oberlin College in Ohlo
that he studled with a private teach.
er.

MONROE'S DETERMINATION
agaln is shown In his story of how he
satiafled tho requisite audition for
Oherlln. Hearlng the Oberlin

Though sbe was mc fumlly s sole
‘supporter by then, she agreed to buy
*him another Instrument and told him
to pick one, Reallring there wasn't 2
{luta player in the Niceville Elemen-
tary School band, he chosa flute, Im-
mediately, he “loved It, and declded
that was It.”

Byt 12 be mtg'h"l was 50 ‘Eﬂmi“n
- abottt making this my occupation
1ite, I weat to find ont where you go
‘to make a living pluylnlﬂute.ﬂﬁl

“Beach record shop and told the guy I
'wmudtophylntheumbu and
~|unled ear orchestral musie, I

a3 o perform

in HnIUHburg. Mlu., hn took his
flute to the performance, thinking he
might be able to audition. Im-
pressed, he went backsizge to the
dresalng room of one of the players,
“who was w his

alnk,” aod announced, “T'd like to
play for you,”

Hesald, “Soplag.”

That particular muslcian turned
out to be the bassoon teacher, He
liked what he heard and the achool
occepted the room recit~
al," plnce Monroe eouldn't afford to
travel to Oblo, His studles at Obeslin

opened the opportunity to study o
Balsburg, Austrin, for & year, and to

As a student, Monroe sald, his attl-
tude was, “Wow, I've got this oppor-

-

BLAKE DIGCHER/stalt photographer

Ervin Monroo loved the flute from the firet timo he tried It at

age 10,
tunity to do this, I'm golng to really
work hard, I'm going to do (t.”
For hlas master’s degroe he went to
the Manhattan School of Music In
New York, becnuse that's where all

the orcheatras used to hold auditions,’

During that year, Impreasario Sol
Hurok contracied him to play wlf.h
the Ballet of London tour, the

Danlish Bajlet and the Bolahol eL

By 1988 he joined the Detrolt Sym-,

phony Orchestra. .
Monroe s editorat:] for the
“Flutists Quartetly,” and has a mu-

slc publishing wmplqy.!orwhlchbe
urfngu and transcribes compos!-
Uons for flute that he distributes
Internationally, A
HE'S ARTISTIC CONSULTANT

Ploasa turn to Page 2

Jo—Anno Pier
seminar speaker

Joseph Ruggiero
redesign {8 toplc

Home remodeling
in ’90s highlighted

“The state of RE; Redalgn. Rede-
corate,

cussion of home llving trends; styles
of fabric, color

na lpeclnl mgram by Home Mag-
azine on Friday, June 1.

Tho event, part of lhe Schoolcraft
College Deslgn Directions '90 serles,
will take place at the Michigan De-
algn Center In Troy. Fee for the all
day seminar {a $55 per person In-
eludlng Junch and Ls open to the pub-
He, A descriptive brochure {3 avall.
able by calling Schoolcralt College
at 462-4448,

Homo: Magazine Is comlng from
New York to present the program,
Just In time for the warm weather
when remodeling jobs both small
and large nﬁ tackled. The wr_nl.uar

and tabletop. There will be live dem-
onstrations of accessorizing with
febrics; mantel and tablescaping;
and entertaining Ideas for the table,
Jo-Anne Pler, Home Magaszine's
retall merchandising editor, and Jo-
seph Rugglero, editor-In-chlef, will
present the comprehenslve program.
Rugglero, a versatile des) and
artist whose cdltorial work includes
designing Interiors for numerous
prominent shelter magazines, Is also
author of a style and source book,
“Found Objects." He has designed a
textile collection, developed an au-
dlo-visua) magazine for Ethan Allen
lnc, and conceived and produced

all areas of

whether It is designing a new kitchen
or bathroem, adding Important win.
dows for effectiva lighting, making
the old new again, building a deck
for those summ e cookouts, or
creating a totally different lving
pattern,

The program begins at 9 a,m. and
includes a brief alide show focused
on 19303 design trends for the homo
23 well as remod:
three-

s first séries on decorating
:Jnd’enurtalnlng. “Liviog Maga.
ne.” :

His most recent award-winning
work Includes his role as chief deeo-
rating consultant for the PBS series

“This Old House Hls diversified
background Includes edll-urm dealgn
projects wilth participating manufa-
cutrers such as JP. Stevens, Lana
Furnlture, Draxel Hcrlnge,
Levelor/Lorenzen, Dupont

and other major home Iurnhbiny

from Mlichigan Deaign Center show-
rooms will be presented, plus the all-
l:npt:‘ruul question and answer seg-
men

ALSQ INCLUDED WILL, bo & dis-

F

ero has organired design lrtpl nd
directed photo sessions in for
uu}or edllorul features in House

Beauliful and House and Garden
magazines,
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