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Farmington
9 vie for 2 school board seats

for the annual Farmington
school board clectlon on
Monday, June 1.

ANDIDATES ARE hot on the
C campalgn lrall, preparing

election ’90

‘The names of nine will
appear on the ballot, at which time
two non-partisan scats on the seven-
member, part-time board will be
filled. .

Of the ninc contenders, eight re-
turned Part 3 of an Observer ques.
tionnaire about Issues surrounding
1his year’s race.

‘Those whose answers are featured
here are challengers Cathleen Webb,
Alien Warner, Kim Jaske, Laura My
ers, Robert Ranney, Sharon Rands,
Rlchard DeVries and incumbent R,
Jack Inch,

Another candldate, James Barnes,
sald he did not intend to actively
campalgn but missed the deadline to

remove his name from the ballot.
The nine candidates are the most
inslx years.

ALL HAVE filed to run for one of
two four-year terms, which become
avallable when the terms of Inch and
Janlce Rolnlck expire June 30.

Inch, the board treasurer, has
served three four-year terms and s
secking a fourth. Rolnlek, the board
secretary, Is not sceking re-election
after 12 years of service,

School board members are paid
$30 per meeting attended up toone a
day and 52 a year, Members whose
terms are not up this year are Helen

Prutow, Helen Dltzhazy, James
Abernethy, Susan Rennels and John
Cotton.

THE FARMINGTON school dis-
Irict includes all of the ity of Farm-
Ington, most of the city of Farming-
ton Hllls and a portlon of West
Bloomfield Township, a half-mile
north of 14 Mile along the Middlebelt
Road corridor,

On June 11, voters also will fllt
three seats on the Oakland Commu-
nity College Board of tees,

The deadline to reglster to vote
has passed. M

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. For absentee voter ballot
information, visit the school
board offices at 32500 Shinwassee
at Farmington Road in Farming-
ton or call 489-3300.

Nnme: Laura Myers
Address; Shiawas-
sce, Farmington
Employment:
Bookkeeper, Jim-
co Realty

Length of resl-
dence in district: 8
years

How can the R
district better re-  Laura Myers
late to taxpayers
without children in the schools?

The education of our future citi-

zens and taxpayers Is of vital inter-
est to us all. We must demonstrate
the value of education to the rest of
the community. Show them that we
are lurning out a good product.
Include businesses and community
groups through mentorships, job-

and enrichment education, Once the
communlty becomes a part of the
school system, It will defend that
system.

Is the district’s Introduction of
computers nod other high-tech

teaching tools sufficient to keep
pace with the classroom of the
139052

We have taken the first step by
providing the fancy hardware, but
that 13 not the whole answer, Now
we need to create appropriate spac-
es in all our school buildings for

ese new teaching tools, School
staff are being tralned but will need
time to become comfortable with
the new equipment. Required com-
puter classes would give students Lhe
opportunity to use them during the
school day.

Name: Robert Ranney
Address: Green-
ing, Farmington
Hllls

Employment: con-
sulting  engineer,
Mlchigan Consoll-
dated Gas Co.
Length of resl-
dence In district; 2
years

Ranney

How can the

district better relate to taxpayers
withont children in the schools?

‘The best we can do for the taxpay-
ers without children In the schools Is
to raise thelr property values with-
out increasing their tax burden. This
will happen If we can Inerease the
quality of our education at the same,
or lower, cost,

In the district's lotroduction of
computers and other high-tech
teaching tools sofficlent to keep
pace with the classroom of the

Farminglon
Employment: cco-
nomles professor,
cconomics-polltl-
cal sclence chair-
man, Oakland
Community Cel-
lege, Orchard
Ridge Campus
Leogth of resl-
dence {n dlstrict: 30 years

Jack Inch

How can the district better relate
te taxpaycrs without children in the
schools?

Show (he taxpayers that we help
to produce a quallty product. The
taxes that they pay on the property
allows us to enhance the nelghbor-
hood they llve in by having bulldings
and grounds that are attractlve.

We must communicate to the tax-
payers without children In school
that we need not only thelr flnances
but their input and advice to create a
schoo! system that represents the
quality of the communily in which
they live.

Perhaps the newspapers could run
some articles on class reunions that
would help to enlighten the commu.
nity on how well we have done our
Job.

» ter i5 an example of this dlstriet

]
Is the diatrict's latroduction o(:
computers and other high.tech?
feaching tools sufficlent to kecpl
pace with the classroom of thev
199097 .

‘The Farmington High Media Ce

commitment to making the best

tomorrow's technology avallable t
day. Mike Flanogan, our superin
tendent, is an innovative leader for-
the staff of Farmington Publle]
Schools, He will 1cad them into the
21st century well-prepared. This dls.
trict will be second to none in educa.?
tional lechnology n the '90s, Tech.:
nology required leadership as well«
as hardware. b

Name: Allen P. Warner
Address:  Perrys
Crossing, Farm-
ington Hills
Employment:
Faculty member,
Department of Ac-
counting, Wayne
State  Universlty.
Teaches senior
and  graduate
courses In  ae.
counting and in. Warner
formatlon systems. Coordinator,
School of Business Adminlstration’s
MIS Program.

Length of residence In district; 1%
years

Allen P.

How can the dlstrict better relate

to taxpayers without children In the
schools?

The board can Improve our chil-
dren's education while reducing tax-
s, Today's children are tomorrow's
cltizens and leaders, and they must
have the best educatlon possible lo
compete with the Pacific Rim and
the new Europe In the highly com-
petitive global market.

We will pay for that educatfon —
to a palnt. The board must exercise
fiscal responsibllity, in providing a
more cost-cffectlve educational de-
livery system. We must do more
with less. Taxes must decrease,

Is the district’s Introduetion of
computers and other high-tech
teaching lools sufficient to keep

pace with the classroom of the:
193087 :

The district has taken a good flrs
step, with encyclopedia CD-roms at
seven schools, and the new comput.
erbased currleutum to be Imple-t
mented at Forest. But this is only
beglnning. :

Our second step should be locat«
area nctworks, E-mafl, shared data:
bases and on-llne access to other'
school districts, unlversities and edu. -
catlonal sources. We must then move
forward, leading the way with com- |
puter-based curricula from K-12,
college-level studies and research In .
the high schools, declslon support *
and expert systems for teachers and
administrators, etc.

Name: Cathleen M. Webb
Address: Rutgers
Drlve, Farming-
ton Hills

Employment:
Self-employed,
frec-lance  retail
hardllnes artist,
CMW Advertising

ot

Length of resl- &
deace in distriet:  Cothleen M.
10 years Webb

How can the district better relate
to taxpayers without children In the

schools?
I am curreatly working with a dls-
that is

pace wilh the classroom of the.
1990s? .
? No. A start? Yes. The:

trict
addressing thls question. We are in
the process of developing a commu-
nity educatlon advisory councll,
which will involve diffcrent seg-
ments of our taxpaying community,
It s an attempt to offer educational

board, with recommendations from '
the technology advisery committee, !
should maintaln an aggresslve com. :
mitment to technology in our.
schools. The technology grant pro-
cess is a wonderful way to lnvolve -
staff, The High Medija .

to our entire
ty, share information and provide
options that meet a variety of necds.

Is tbe district’s introduction of
computers and other high-tech
teaching toals sufficlent to keep

Center and “Teacher on TV” offer ,
great potentlal. We must ensurea K- |
12 technology path with curriculum -
applications, and provide time for .
stalf development with aceess to!
equipment. ‘

1990s?
Yes, but the most important item
needed in the of the 1830s

Is a sound basic education. We must

make certaln that our children ob-

tain the foundation lg reﬁding. writ
an d

Name: Richard 1. DeVries

Address: Chesa-
peake  Court,
Fi Hills

ing, math
that they will need to keep up with
the modern world,

We must also attempt to foster in-
terest In forelgn languages, as inter-
natlonal trade is rapldly growing in
importance, .

Name: Sharon A, Rands
Address;  Freder-
Icksburg, Farm-
ington Hilis
Employment: As.
sistant  director/
coordinater, adult
and community
education, Red-
ford Union Schools
Length of resl-
desce In district:
10 years

Sharon A,
Rands

How can the district better relate
to taxpayers without chlldren In the
schools?

To malntain good property values
for all homeowners in the Farming-

ton communlty, we must be able to
offer a good/excellent school sys-
tem. To attract the type of commu-
nity member and patentlal students
we would llke, we must keep our
property values high, With the senjor

. taxpayers, this increased propert;

Yy
value will result In high resale value
to them. They must also realize that
at the time thelr children were in
school, the senlor taxpayers at that
time were paying taxes to support
and keep the property values and
schools at a high level for them.

Is the distriet'’s introduction of
computers and otber high-tech
teachlng toals sufficlent to keep
pace with the classroom of the
199052

1strongly feel a computer require-
ment nceds to be Implemented In the
district's high school graduation ro-
quirements. This minlmum require-
ment would offer each student some
experience with computers. An ex-
pansion of the current computer cur-
riculum needs to be looked at. At the
elementary and middle school lev-
els, expansion of computers and
computer usage should be looked at.
I feel each bullding should have a
computer Inb where each student Is
allowed quality Instruction on the
computer and that this should be
worked into all the currlculums.
Middle schools should also have the
choice at the 6th, 7th and 8th grade
levels to select computers for a min-
mum of a quarter each year.

Employment:
structural optim-
izatlon cngineer,
Ford Motor Co,
Length of resi-
dence in district:
10 years,

(N
Richard ).
3
How coan the Devrie
district better relate to taxpayers
without chlldren in the schools?
The distriet can better relate to

taxpayers without children by dem-
onstratlng more efficlent use of their
taxes In achieving better schools,
The dlstrict should reasonably coop-
erate with private and parochlal
schools,

1t should welcome planned com-
munity vislts, and avail ftself of the
talents of our senlor cltizens. The
district must cooperate with our cit-
les, h and clvic

pace with the classroom of the:
189082

Extensive implementation of com-
puters and high-tech tools s appro-
prlate for vocatlonal educatlon and
secondary medla center use, The
technology Introduced In  these
arcas, however, is probably 10-20
years obsolcte.

The beneflts of high tech tools
1 In the may be

groups and realize that the schools
belong to the entire communlty,

Is the district's introduction of
computers and other Mhigh-tech
teaching tools sufficient to keep

Y
overestimated. The quality of the
classroom of the 1990s will continue
to be determined by the quality of
the teaching and curriculum devel-
opment.,

Name: Klm D. Jaske,
Address: Lark-
spur, Farmington.

Employment: Tax
accountant, Elec-
tronte Liata Sys-
tems,
Length of resl- -
dence 1o district: 7%
30 years, v B
Kim Jaske

How can the

L}

district better relate to taxpayers
without children I the schools?

Many opporiunities exist out there
that would provide people a chance
to get [nvolved, Schools have not In
the past opened up to the communi-
ty. Clties have used sports teams to
pull the communities they are locat-
ed In together, by holding contests to
name the stadium or team. Like-
wise, our schools shoutd Invite the
publle to participate.

Is the district’s introduction of
computers and other high-tech

feaching tools sufficient to keep
pace with the classroom of the '30s7 *

Belng employed by one of the
largest data processers in the world
and working in data processing 12
years has glven me some very
unique Insights into the world of
computers. However, I am not pre-
pared at the moment to offer to you
my critique as to how the current ad-
ministration has handled the prollf-
eration of computers in the schools
wlthout additional data,

Board hopefuls debate accreditation, time-

By Susan Buck Ing that it was needed, !
staff writer In April, Larkshire Elementary became
the flrst ) 'y schoal to
Support and expansion of the North Cen. recelve such accreditatlon,

tral Association of Colleges and Schools ac-
credltation program to include more ele-
mentary schools, and the time-juggling prob-
lems of dual-Income families, were
discussed at a recent candldates forum of
Farmingten Board of Education candidates.

Seven of nine candidates answered writ-
ten questions from the audlence at Farming.
ton High May 14, The forum was sponsored
by the A A of L

Women-Farmington Chapter and the Leux\lE

. of Women Voters-West Bloomfield/Farm-

ington Area,

‘The lssue of non-high school aecreditation
was also raised during the school board elec-
tion [n 1989, with some candldates comment.

"It creates outside audit of the outcome of
our school system,” sald Richard DeVrics, a
structural, optimization engineer for Ford
Motor Co. “We audlt all the input of our
schoal system. We need to have outslde audl-
tors of the output of our school system. It's
the surest way to provide quality for our
children with the surest way of cquity, I
strongly support It.”

NORTH is the

high school, middle school and community
college level s that It makes you look at
yourself, sald incumbent Jack Inch, He is an
economles professor and chalr of the eco-

fes-politieal science di at Oak-
land Communlty College's Orchard Rldge
campus,

“The real functlon becomes the prepara-
tlon to show what you are doing In the school
system, and how successful you are doing It,
and makes you consclous of your own
weaknesses," Inch sald.

Laura Mycrs, a bookkeeper for Jimco
Rea}ly. relterated the statement that ac-

largest of the country's reglonal accredita-
tion agencles. It is a voluntary membership
league of 6,000 schools and 900 colleges and
unlversities within a 19-state reglon.

‘The chlef value of accreditation at the

provides an of per-
formance,

Sharon Rands, assistant director/coordi-
nator for adult and community education in
Redford Union Schools, clted her experfence
on the accreditation evaluation team.

“School districts of the ‘903 will be faced
with the Issue of accountability. Accredita.
Hon provides accountability,” Rands said.

Robert Ranney said he is a long-time sup-
porter of the accredltation program, adding
that it glves a sense of ownership and team.
work among building staff, pareats and ad-
ministration, “It gives us a broad base of
support and expertise by Independent per.
sons. It glves us a fresh look at ourselves, It's
very hard to look at ourselves as others see
us,” Ranney sald,

ALLEN WARNER, who teaches account-
Ing at Wayne State Universily, said accred]-
tatlon is a quality control function. If elect.

ed, he sald, he will become active and .

knowledgeable In the process. During the
1990-91 school year, he will be coordinating

L3 " I L3

the acereditation process for the accounting
department at Wayne State Unlversity, “If;
We 0Wn up (o our weaknesses, we strengthen

ourselves, We need to have all of our schools -
aceredited,” N

Cathleen Webb, a self-cmployed freelance
retail hardiines artist, CMW Advertlsing -
Art, urged all Farmington schools to go
through the process to be in line. “I have:
participated In school Improvement plan- ¢
nlag at the bullding level at my clementary .
school, Gitl Elementary, and found it to be |
an effectlve tool for the entire schoo),” Webb »
sald. “It assists in the entire bullding im- |
proving itself and In setling realistic goals, I’
applaud Larkshire Elementary for test-pl- !
loting elementary accreditation.” '

Pteasa turn to Page 12

Continuad from Page 1

Myers, Robert Ramncy and Allen
Warner — were center stage Tues-
day as they questioned school offl-
clals about the proposed budget,
which is expected to be adopted June
5. The tax rate also will be set then.

Candidate Richard DeVries
bantered back and forth with Flana-
gan over the amount of the budget
devoted purely for student Instrue.
ton, .

Schools prepare to adopt $92 million operating budget

! “Lesy than half the budget goes

for instructlon, We need & long-term

goal to get it up to the 55-60 percent

level,” DeVries sald,

' Flapagan responded that more

than 50 percent of the budget Is for
But required

THE PROPOSED)\ $02 milllon
budget is a $3 millon Incrense over
this year's amended budget, It in.

fund

of experience,” Flanagan sald.

® One police-school Nalson offi-
ceir, the cost of which will be shared
with F:

cludes a 10-p t
for emergencles.

‘The proposed budget calls for new
hiringa to meet enrollment growth,
includlng 15.5 elementary, four mid-
dle school and three speclal educa.
tion teachers. The budget also re-
flects atartup costs for the new Hill.
side elementary on the west slde of
Farmington Hills.

Flanagan also proposes flve new
poaltions for approximately
$240,000: .

® A media specialist to cover the
Alameda agd Falrvlew early child-
hood centers and the nengFamlngA
ton High medla center, Which will
feature use.

p such as not

‘counseling, medla and gifted person.
nel as instructional services, and the
designated $6.2 millton for capital
Improvements makes the amount

" © for Instruction appear less,

| “The percentage ia lower because
-of all the money we're spending on
capital,” he sald, adding Instruction

- percentages would have been higher
.. f the §27 milllon bond proposal last

& Two xuld.;nce éounselun for
four elementaries, At the end of the

new school year, the program will be -
reviewed.

® A new principal internship pro-
gram (o begin with the hiring of one
Intern at Hillside. “We hava replaced
a lot of principals in the last fow
years and we expect more [n the
next five years, We want to get peo-
ple prepared In-house for that kind

F Hills,

‘THE PROPOSED budget also re-
fiects a $6.2 miltlon pot for anticl-
pated needs, Including dlistrictwlde
{facility improvements that would
have been covered by the defeated
$27 milllon bond proposal, and pend-
{?g study commillee recommenda-

ons.

Criginally, the pot was projected
at $5.5 milllon. But MESSA health
insurance costs Increased only 3.8

* percent Instead of the anticipated 15

percent. The savinga were put in the

pot,

" Trylng to complete capltal proj-
ccts has “been a drag on our regular
budget,” Flanagan sald,

The school chlef's strategy has
been to complete as many projects
as possible ‘before atato school tax
reform becomes a reality,

It the state Legistature follows
through on a House blll to freeze the
state's relmbursement of Social Se-
curity costs for all school districts,
Farmington's $8.2 million pot could
be eaten up, Flanagan sald. .

ting budget Tuesday night,
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] ] . R FANDY BORST/stafl pho
Farmington school board members field publlec questions about the proposed 1990-91 opera-




