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From the

ground up

Orchestrating major
landscaping means
more than planting

a few hundred trees

**1H

By Gerald Frawloy
statl wrlter

Only God can make a tree, but
sometimes He nceds a little help
where to put it.

Most people are famillar with the
landscaper who comes out and gus-
sles up a backyard, but few rmllze
the slte p

“There are a lot of detalls that
must be coardlnated — so many
things have to worked out in ad-
vance,” agrees Dave Jackson of
Holtzman & Sliverman Cos. in
Farmington Hllls,

‘The difference between a back-
yard Jandscaping job and a residen-
tlal development, offlce or commer-

the dcvclupcr when building a suhdi-
vision, condominium profect, apart-
ment complex, or commerelal
project.

“You're not deallng with three
pine trees, you're dealing with 3,000
plne trees,” according to James
Scott, president of James C. Scott &
Associates in Bloomlfleld Hlils.

People don't reallze the complexl-
ty of orchestrating a major land-
scape job, Scoft centinued. Coordi-
nating hls work with everyone from
the rough carpenters to the carpet
layers while dealing In the sheer vol-
ume and quantity of matcria) can at
times be daunting.

clal job 1s Yike the “dltfer-
ence between a maln frame and a
personal computer.'

LARGE LANDSCAPE jobs re-
quire extensive planning, more and
larger plant and making

To the unirail

(right inset)

deye, at

demonstrate the extenive planning and work that will resull In a
landscaping cffort like this one planned as building No. four at the
Timberland Office Park in Troy (above). The landscape architect was Mi-

chael Dul of Michael J. Dul and Associates of Birmingham.

soclates in Birmingham. "Plantings
are just icing on the cake,”

Dut said you ean begln to get an
idea of what a large-scale landscapc
project is Ilkc by tng it to a

specific and consider cverything
along the way.

Jacksan, of Holtzman and Silver-
man, sald good design Is something
strive for, but

mp. Flrst there’s the

f
accommodatlons for llghting, elec-
trical conduit, and utili-

nverall vlcw thnl hns to blend with

tles. “All these things compete for
space [n a conflned area,” he sald,
ndscaplng is more than just
lawns and a couple of trees. It's
planning, coordinatlon, walls, foun-
tain, ponds, paved walks, and any-
thing else that has to do with outside
appearance and function, according
to prestdent Mike Dul of Dul and As-

Thcn the Inndscnpc archltect must
be concerned about the lay of the
land and the immediate site and its
usage. Landscaping should enhance
wlthout interfering.

Moving closer, you has to be con.
cerned about the individua! paris
that make up the whole, Dul said.
“You move from the general to the

may not be able to describe.

“We try to create mystery with
landscaping,” he sald. “You want the
eye to move smoothly, but slowly —
tointerrupt and direct the view.”

ALL GOOD landscape, he said,
reveals only portlons of a develop-
ment at a time. Individually and col-
lectively, the landscape’s varlous

are i Jackson

fails to

Like a painter with a blank canvas
or a sculptor with an uncut stone, the
landscape architect wants to know
what he's golng to be working with
before anything else, Scott of Scott
and Assoclates said.

"First thing you want to do is put
on some boots and walk the site,”
and after that maybe get some aerl-
al photography, a tepographical sur-
vey and some soil samples. The
more the archltect knows about the
slte the better off he'll be, he satd.

“You get started early and you're
one of the last finished,” Jackson of
and Stiverman sald.

sald.

After studying the site, Jackson

iesafdsns

'!‘wu Obscrver & Eccentric area bullders — Masterplece
Homes by James Joseph Enterprises and Baypointe Homes,
both of Rochester Hills — have bullt luxury houses for the
summer Homearama June 14-July 8 in Shelby Township,

Altogether, 10 builders wlll showcase their work In the
Pheasant Run Subdlvision north of 21 Mile and cast of
Schoenherr.

Homearama enables buyers, remodelers and decorators
easy access at one site to view the latest in style, construction,
engrgy conservation measures and living conveniences,

The show Is sponsored by the Bullders Assoclation of
Sauum:ulcm Michlgan, Detrolt Edison and Standard Federal

Tlnkeu are $5, which includes a program booklet deseriblng
cach house. Discount coupons for $4, good weckdays, are
avallable al Detroit Edison and Standard Federal branch of-
ticgs.

SHOW HOURS are 3-11 p.m. weekdays, noon-11 p.am. weeks
ends and holidays,
Masterpiece Homes built a Kingsley Estate Model for
e two-sto; brick house has 3,300
square feet, four bedrooms and 2'/- balhmms

Homearama opens in Shelby

and big sereen TV, and a two-story great room with overlook-
ing balcony, brick fireplace and attached dec]

The house carries a price of $239,000-$319,000. The lower
figure represents base construction price, the higher figures
extras llke landscaplng, fixtures, wall coverlngs. window
treatments and some appliances.

Baypolnte Homes constructed a brick and cedar exterior
Bradford Modet, 3,600 square feet wlth four bedrooms and 2%
baths.

FEATURES Include a sunken cedar spa room with hot tub
and motorized skylights, a master suite and den/library with
a ninc-foot ceiling and bullt-in shelving and entertalnment
center, and a three-story stalrease open foor to celling.

‘That house is priced $225,000-$275,000,

Detroit Edlson encouraged the developer, D&T Constructlon
of Mount Clemens, to install a contemparary lighting system
with goosencck-style, high-pressure sodlum fixtures In the
subdivision.

Standard Federal, which provided construction loans for the
model homes, wlll have an Information booth in the exhibit
area,

Features Include a d kitchen with lel

ular nook, a media room with bullt-| ln surround sound system

Ploase turn to Page 4
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To Schocnherr Pheasant Aun Drive

21 Milo

Houses Nos. 7 and 10 were bulit by Ro-
cheater Hilis bullders, No. 7, Kingsley
Estate, was built by Masterplece Homos
by James Joseph i No, 10 is

satd the architect creates a menu of
what he wants on the site. Then he
develops a deslgn based on the menu
and how the bukldings are to be
placed on the slte.

After reviewing the plans with the
developer, the landscape archltect
slts down with the civil engineers,
the butlding architects and the con-
tractors to work out a schedule.
“You've got to get as many people
involved as early as ible.

"You have all these things golng in
the pot at once,” he sald. “The way
construction companles coordinate

Pleasa turn to Paga 4

Save $7,500.
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The way you'll live at The Lagoons means medam,
with the maintenance-free advntages of
condomintum Jving. It men rivacy, with detached
condominlums on wooded sites. It means satisfiiction,

Itmeans with

‘Spring Celebratlon at ' LAGGDNc?)

Noor plans customlzed to your deslres and built bvnlnmlly withthree generatlons of

Your choice of a five fif
whirlpou) relaxation tb in
vuur master bath or a deluxe
22 cubic fonl refrigerator.

ith West B!oomt'k:ld

like sunken tubs, Master

construction
Suites, fireplace.

And It means b

nulted celllngs Gn.'mruoms and more. It means prestig

e, with

highly-valued Wes

perfect setting for the way you live,

Limited Time Offer
May 13th thru May 27th 1330
(Applics only to Phase 1}

An Irvine-Jacobson Revelopment

deslgns set within 141 neres of unspolled, natural woodlands. Discover The Lagoons, the

Priced from S189,900
363-6800

MODEL HOURS: |-
126 DAILY

Located off Pontiac Trail, 1% miles east of Haggeriy-Road

3y, With stunning exterlor
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the Bradford by Baypointe Homes.
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