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Pursell Seeks To Save School Aid

While school districts have
their backs to the wall, State
Sen. Carl Pursell (R-Ply-
mouth) hopes to help find a
solution to Michigan's budget
deficit without lopping funds
out of already tight school

udgets.

“I don’t want to see any
cutbacks until all alternatives
are thoroughly analyzed
within a reasonable amount
of time,"" he said

*“My candid opinion is that
we ought to resolve the
short-range problems as
quickly as possible so that
the (school} boards will know
what they have available.”

Pursell. a freshman sena-
tor from the 14th District.

which includes Plymouth.~

Livonia and Farmington, is
the only senator from south-

eastern Michigan who is on,

the eight-member Senate
Appropriations Committee.
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FACED with a $108 mil-
lion deficit, Gov. Milliken has

said that $27 million could

be made up in cutbacks in the

state’s financial aid fo school
districts. The $12 million
would come from severely
cullmg the $19.5 million
“‘grandfather clause” which

assures school districts their

appropriations will not be
less than the previous year.

The remaining $15 million
-would come from a flat two
per cent cutback in state aid
to each district. .

While Pursell is opposed to

cutting any schoo! funds un-
less absolutely necessary, he
said he objected to the flat

two per cent measure be-t

cause it would hurt some dis-
tricts more than others.
Those _districts which do
not have a strong industrial
base rely more heavily on

1970 Highway
Funds Drop

Observerland municipali-
ties are receiving nearly 2%
less in highway funds this
year than they did at the
same time in 1969.

This year Wayne County
will net $3.165.617 for the last
three months of 1970 from the
Motor Vehicle Highway Fund
as compared with $5.337.435,
in the last quarter of 1969.

Oakland County is experi-
encing a similar cut from
$§2.031.331 in 1969 to $2.008.942
in 1970.

State Highway Department
analysts blame the general
economic slow-down along
with the work stoppage in the
auto industry for the decline
in gasoline taxes.

In Qakland County. Bev-
erly Hills will get $28,153
compared to $28.927 in 1969:
Bingham Farms, $1.819 com-

pared to $1,872 in 1969: Bir-
mingham, $69,505 in 1970 and
$7L,196 in 1969: Farmington,
$19,568 in 1970 and $20,049 in
1989: Franklin, $8,867 in 1970
and $9.112 in 1969: Lathrup
Village. $13,070 in 1970 and
813,141 .in 1969: Quakertown,
§2,081 'in 1970 and $2,103:
Southfield, $147.795 in 1970
and $152,060 in 1969: and
Wood Creek Farms, $3,006 in
1970 and $3,095 in 1969.

In Wayne County. Garden
City nets $99,138 in 1970 as
opposed to $101.925 for the
last quarter of 1969: Livonia.
$213,755 in 1970 and $218,282
in 1969: Plymouth, $23.478 in
1970 from $24,220 in 1969: and
Westland, $186,087 in 1970
from $183,387.

The highway fund consists
of state taxes on gasoline and
diesel fuel and license plate
fees paid by motorists.

Alcholics Can Be Helped*

The National Council on
Alcoholism, which holds that
the alcoholic is a sick person
who can be helped, estimates
that every ninth American has

an afflicted wife, husband,
brother, sister, mother, or
father. Call the Greater
Detroit Council on Aleoholism,
864-4065, for help, '

state funds than do districts
with strong tax bases, he
said.

Pursell said he has met
with representatives from
several school districts to get
their opinions and any alter-
natives they might suggest.

School districts already
suffered one major setback
this fali" when they had to
make room in their budgets
to provide free textbooks for
students after the Supreme
Court ruled that free educa-
tion included the educational
tools.

But the question becomes
where to make up the deficit
when 51 per cent of the state
budget is “untouchable” and

the remaining 49 per cent
involves ““people,” Pursell
said.

THE ‘“‘touchable”” part of
the budget includes such
areas as mental health
(which already suffered a
cutback in a deficit problem
last fall) and social services
including welfare, and educa-
tion.
alternatives which he feels
will temporarily make up the
deficit, though he cautions
that long-range pianning must
be considered also.

Among his suggestions
would be to switch to a con-
signment basis of buying and
selling state liquor which

would make an estimated $20
million available. Other funds
could be scraped up utilizing
available federal funds re-
cently negotiated by the So-
cial Services Dept., reducing
payments for physician serv-
ices and pharmaceutical
costs under the state's medi-
cal program, and continuing
a freeze on non-essential
state positions.

An unpopular Pursell pro-
posal is to cut expenditures in
the legislative, judicial. and
executive branches by five
per cent. He estimates this
will account for about $90.000.

I realize these out-of-state
committee ‘junkets,’ as they
are popularly called, provide
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useful information in prepar-
ing legislation and in effect.
ing more efficient operation
procedures in state govern.
ment,"” Pursell said

But 1 do feel strongly that
our financial erisis is of such
magnitude that this sort of
travel could be dispensed
with for the duration of the
crisis, except, of course, in
the case of some absolutely
vital mission.

“In times of dire financial
need. the Legislature should
be eager to provide the lead-
ership to show other agenctes
of state government the way
to cutting expenses.”

PURSELL urged fast ac-

tion on the “fiscal crisis™
because “the longer we wait
the less time we have to ef-
fect the reductions.™

Some legislators have sug-
gested “‘categorically” cut-
ting school funds such as
those for special education,
driver training and transpor-
tation

*The state would be dictat-
ing to the local district,”
Pursell said, in opposition to
this plan,

He added that if the House
and Senate committees de-
cided to borrow funds from
other programs, they would
require the approval of the
Legislature. thus taking more
time and leaving schoo! dis-

il

tricts in limbo-as to how lo
adjust their hudgels i

Immediate tax increasas
would not resolve the prob-
lems either, because even if
the taxes went in effect to-
morrow, they would not be
available to solve the imme-
diate crisis, Pursell said.

Michigan law requires that
the state operate on a bai-
anced budget throughout the
year, and that the appropria-
tions committees resolve ary
deficits occurring during the
year.

In terms of long- range
planring in education. Pursell
thinks the year-round school
plans offer an efficient use of
resources and funding.
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Valentine’s Day

don’t forget

it!
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BIG REASONS
to shop:
DOWNTOWN

UTH

KODAK CAROUSEL ¢
SLIDE PROJECTOR

NEVER BEFORE, AND NEVER AGAIN
WILL YOU BE ABLE TO BUY THIS
PROJECTOR AT SUCH A LOW PRICE!
\\\Nl'['

42m

*'If You Waat o Xaow . . , Ask Hhe Pro®*

hel-crest photo

33195 GRAND RIVER
Downtown Formlagfon Center 4747762

et <

Hudson's O'Connor Studio will re-
\Jf duce or enlarge that cherished pho-
[m[®TVI= tograph into o 3% x4% " miniature.

SALE
SALE *8

Tiny or big, old or new, we can reproduce it in like-
original beavty, black-and-white or brown-tone, for just
$8. if the originol is domoged, we con work wonders . . .
ot additional sovings. Save 100 on coloring and o wide
selection of frames. Coll your nearest O'Connor Studio:
Westland — 425-4242, extension 467.
Southland — 287-3232, extension 349.

HUDSON'S)
GREA]

browss, soon.

127 S. MAIN STREET

3 CAﬁILLAC DRAPERY CO.

has one of the largest selections of drapery fabrics in Michigan. Also, custom
draperies, comice boards, decorative besds, woven wood sfiades and draperies,
regular walipaper plus custom colored wallpaper. bedspreads, dacorative pillows,
window shades. drapery and curtain hardware, campsting, 3rea rugs, venetian and
vertical blinds. shutters, art objects and decorator sarvice available. Stop and

SCHRADER'S

Bringing etegance into thi

coverings for every room.

Ph, 453-5470

L

HOME FURNISHINGS

Fumishings. In business since 1907, the firm. features fine furni

appropriste pieces to fit the personality of each customer. work in a steadfast,
courteous manner. Persons who have visited the store can return home to get
space ready for the immediate delivery featured by the firm.

825 PENNIMAN AVENUE -

® homas of Plymouth residents is Schrader's Home
and floor
A staff of professional decorators, trained in finding

Ph. GL 3-8220

Adams House
496 W. Ann Arbor Trail .

Cadillac Drapery Company
127 S. Main St.

Colonial Chef Restaurant
Just good food

Cotton Pickin” Shoppe
810 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Famous Men’s Wear
924 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Fisher Shoes
209 S. Main St.

Harvi's Suburban Casuals
298 S. Main St.

Hines Park Mercury, Inc.
534 Forest

Hugh Jarvis Gifts, Inc.
852 W. Ann Arbor Trail

John Smith of Plymouth, Inc.
336 S. Main St.

Kay’s of Plymouth
846 W. Annr Arbor Trail

Kemnitz Fine Candies & Gifts
896 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Lent’s Custom Clothing
Mayflower Hotel

Mayflower Wine Shop
827 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Melody House
770 Penniman Ave.

* Minerva‘s-Dunning’s
500 Forest Ave.

A,

Mr. Ray’s Wig & B
800 W. Ann Arbor Trail

‘s Shoes & Apparel
868 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Plymouth Trading Post
844 Penmman Ave.

Saxtons Garden Center, Inc.
587 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Schrader’s Home Furnishings
825 Penniman Ave.

Wayside Gift Shop .
820 W. Ann Arbor Trail

Willoughby Shoes, Inc.
322 5. Mam

Wiltse’s Community Pharmacy
330 5. Main

'I)ow:n.town Plymouth
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