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Crime Figures Used To ‘Terrorize’ Public

“For most people, fright-
ening figures published by
the FBI and hurled at them
by politicians seem to mea-
sure crime volume and
trends in 2 precise, aseptic
way."

But in reality, argued a
University of Michigan law"
professor, erime statistics
are being “manipulated” to
“terrorize” the public. with
the result that the nation's
“erime problem™ has been
grossly sensationalized and
oversimplified.

Charging that some mem-
bers of both major political
parties have been involved in
this statistical maneuvering.
Prof. Yale Kamisar ex-
plained the success of the
tactic by noting:

“Statistics have an almost
magical appeal in a -fact-
minded” culture such as
ours.”

KAMISAR made these:

comments at a symposium
on the American Constitution
at the University of Okla-
homa College.

Kamisar said the manipu-
lation of crime statistics has
often been used to pin the
blame for sharp i increases of
reported crime on *“‘soft-on-
crime™ liberals and on the
U.S. Supreme Court—particu-
larly the court under Chief
Justice Earl Warren. In ef-
fect, he said. the public has
also been convinced that “we
cannot ‘afford” to take the
rights of the accused too seri-
ously.™

One explanation for the so-
called “crime crisis,” the U-
M professor said, is that the
public is now reporting a
much higher percentage of
actual crime than ever be-
fore.

By contrast, he observed.

several studies show that a
major reason for the rela-
tively low percentage of re-
ported crime in the past has
been the feeling that the po-
lice *"can’t do anything about
it anyway.”

. Thus, he said, the greater
the citizen's confidence in the
effectiveness of police ac-
tion, the greater his tendency
to contribute to a “crime
reporting wave."

KAMISAR ALSO noted
that as a police department
grows aware that it is gener-
ally regarded as under-
staffed. overworked and
“handeuffed by the courts,”
it becomes much less inhib-
ited’’about producing fuller
and more accurate statistics.
In this situation, he said. po-
lice feel that they cannot he
held responsible for sharp
increases in crime.

He continued: “'As crime
figures rise, the public grows
more frightened “and angry,
An alarmed, and indignant
public is more determined to
report crime. Crime statis-
tics rise still higher -- and in-
flame the public still more.™

The U-M professor empha-
sized that he was not saying
there has not been any real
increase in crime. He said:

“Advocates of a calm and
rational approach to the
‘crime problem’ do their
cause a disservice hy insist-
ing on “explaining away" the
entire statistical increase as
a mere paper ‘ncrease.. .What
I am saying is that the real
increase in crime has proha-
bly been much less dramatic
than the hare statistics indi-
cate...”

Kamisar ohserved that in
many cases’ elected officials
who equate the ““crime

wave”™ with the work of the
Supreme Court are also crit-
ics.of strict gun comrol legis-
lation.

..

HALF THE nation’s 60 mil-
tion households, he pointed
out, now possess at least one
gun, and three times as
many guns were sold to civil-
ians in the last 10 years than
in the previous 50.

And since 1963, he said. the
number of homicides involv-
ing firearms has increased
about 50 per cent while the
number committed with
other weapons has risen 10
per cent.

But “the ‘Jaw and order’
crowd,” said Kamisar, “is
not always impressed by sta-
tisties.” He went on o cite
‘the case of a USS. senator, a
critic of the Supreme Court,
who was presented with sta-
tisties showing that the per-

centage of murders by use of
firearms in a relatively
strict gun control state was

,only half that of a compara-

New Firm

A subsidiary of the Cleve-
land-based Elwell-Parker
Electric Co., national firm of

-industrial truck manufactur-

ers, has opened in Farming-
ton.

Elwell-Parker, Inc., will be
located in a 6,000-square-foot
facility at 23919 Freeway
Park Drive.

It will provide sales and
service for Elpar fork lifts
and specialty trucks capable
of accommodating 3,000 to
100,000 pound loads. A full
line of stock will be availa-

“ble.

tively weak gun control
tate.

P

The senator was quoted as
commenting: “If one does
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enough hand-picking and
meandering through statis-
tics of this kind. he can prove
almost anything he wants."*

Opens In Farmington

‘The parent firm had been
served in sales by the Frank
Colker Co., Detroit.

James W. McEwan, a

CNB Sets

City National Bank of De-
troit has announeed that total
reséurces on Dec. 31, 1970,
reached a new high of $621,-
267,590, 13.8 per cent higher
than the Dec. 31, 1969, figure
of $546,141,303. Deposits
reactied a new high of $543 -
847,644 up 12.1 per cent from
the 1963 mark of $485,275,710.

graduate civil engineer with °

25 years' experience with
Elwell-Parker. is president of
the subsidiary.

Records

Loans were reported at a
new record level of $345.-
200432, against $339,203,578
last year.

Net income for 1970
reached a new high of $2.-
348,597 or $3.43 a share, 6.3
per cent higher than the 1969
mark of §2,209.685 or $3.23 a
share.
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SALE

ENDS SATURDAY, FEB. 13
all shower curtains

40%off

LOOK FOR THE YELLOW TAGS

STOREWIDE SALE

DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON CENTER STORE ONLY

G n Sy

Use Your Bankamericard

such a low price!

Kodak Carousel
SLIDE PROJECTOR

Never before and never again will
you be able to buy this projector at

belcrest photo

33195 Grand River Ave.

DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON CENTER
USE YOUR BAXKAMERICARD OR MASTER CHARGE

Model 600

® 474-7762

“\Mas\\ioned SWeetheg,, iy
s

Every day is Valentine's Day at .

Ebenezer Shop

WNTOWN FARMINGTON CENTER
(Euween Bettye's and Paris ROOM)

477-4776
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PRICES
So»rSHOT DOWN

A THREE-DAY

BLAST!

(X4
0@ ® T M%eg, qu00000

A Feb. 11-12-13

S~
S

Phone Orders Accepted

476-

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUPPLY

“Serving the Office and the Home"

1324

PRICES
IN EFFECT
thru Feb. 20

FREE DELIVERY

on orders $10.00 or more

otherwise $1.00

TOPCOATS

OUTERWEAR]|

FINAL

Let’s clean out the last of
these..values to 83.95. Out
they go.

32988

Jackets, Carcoats, Rain
Coats, One rack of odds &
ends. Out they go..

60% to

75% 0FF

CLEARANCE

of all types of outerwear -
Ski Jackets, Car Coats. Lined

50%-~

DRESS
SHIRTS

Our branded merchandise --
sofids, stripes, whites -~ our
entire stock for 3 days only

1/5 ors

SUITS AND
SPORT COATS

Select Group
Some really great buys. if
you're not too particular.

1 20FF

Alterations at Cost

SWEATER
CLEARANCE

A real jamboree of savings.
Prices reduced on regular
stock for three days only...

1/2 OFF

MANY OTHER MARK-DOWNS ON UNWANTED MERCHANDISE

TOO NUMEROUS TO (UGH!) MENTION . ..
YOURSELF — — —

TOWNE TOGGERY T=&g>)

COME IN AND SEE OUR TUXEDO SHOP

COME SEE FOR

— YOUR EYES WILL BUG OUT AT THE
TREMENDOUS SAVINGS.

A 5.95 Random House
College Dictionary
FREE

with 6 doz. All-rite
stainless steel pens

Sowon 28°w
49c ea.

ACCOUNTS FINE al

FOR THE OFFICE
DYMO MARK VI LABEL MAKER

FREE (.95 vaiue)

with purchase
of 10 rolls
3/8" or 1/4" tape

INCLUDES FREE VERTICAL WHEEL

All-pumose Ruled Pads

3 doz AFA92
69

50x53 Flaxlglass Cha:r Mats

Rog. 4.90 doz. Manufacttrers' Seconds Sz 4,8 8
8%xt1 smm doz. Normally sold at $40 to sso SPECIAL

80 sheet Legal Pads : :
Perforated - 33 | Standard Staples 59(: 1
Top Quali

shxia SPECUL doz Reg. 1.05 SPECUAL

7 5 shouls

Desk Doodle Pads
22x17 #1 Efficiency

9[&4[3232

Standard File Folders

Med. Heavy Weight Box of 100 - 1/3 cut
Rey

"Whlla you
#2725
Reg. 1.80 doz

were out” Padss1 29

doz.

Steno Books
72 Sheet Count

SPEcAL 1 glfth

i 9.3.50 Box  SPECIAL s279
I
ATE

10% x8 Punched § H
LIMIT 3 per cusxamar

«Add Rolls (srconds) $ Paper Clips
g;"“sx:ndg?i Size 9 case ‘,;‘:;‘“;‘ S5,1000 Non Skid 69Cm
- FOR THE HOME ; g
Eaton Stationery Soty Utility eincanon 51 .
Top Quality - Exceflent Gift 00 | Secretarial Chair  ®sssembiea 521
100 sheet Schoul Filler - ¢ Budget

SR97
Typewriter Table B

Notebook  timi2

150 sheet -3 subject s

32°

A super special at

- MANRY OTHER SALE SPECIALS!
LOOK FOR THE RED TAGS

KEROX 7000 COPY SERVICE. .

Charge it on BankAmericard, Master Charge or Diners

. reduces 14x18 ta letter or legal size
@ 33175 GRAND RIVER @

T

.

Maiateaan

FARMINGTON

OPEN ‘TIL 9 p.m. DURING SALE



