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Equal education amendment eyed for ballot

By TIm Richard
staff writor

A House panel is advancing a state
constitutional amendment requiring
“equal opportunity for education™
amid fears it will hurt afflucnt sub-
urbs in the name of helplng the poor.

The measure also would raise the
praportlon of the state budget spent
on all education — kindergarten
through the doctorate level - from
the current 45.6 percent to 52 per-
cent in five years.

“Educatlonal oppartunity has been
determined by property wealth,” the
sponsor, Rep. Kirk Profit, D-Ypsl.
lanti, told the Education Committee
Tucsday.

But an opponent, Rep. Lyn
Bankes, R-Livonia, said, “There’s no
guarantee this will help my school
district, I'm elected to represent my
district.”

CHAIRMAN William Keith, D-
Garden City, won passage of the
plan, known as House Joint Resolu-
tlan Q. and sent it to the House floor,
The vote was 13-4 with two absent,

Area members voting yes were
Kuléh and Justine Barns, D-West-
land.

Voting no were Bankes and James
Kosteva, D-Canton. Their major
school districls get no state aid and
are fighting Kelth's efforts to climi-
nate their eategorical aids,

Help for adoptive parents

A workshop 1o help distrossed
adoptive parents will be held June 1,
8am 10 12:30 pm. at the Ramada Inn
on Telegraph at [-696 in Southficld.

‘When Love is Not Enough; Issues
and Strategies for Aduptive Parents
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of Speclal Needs Children” features
James Mahoney, a family living con-
sultant from Spokane, Washington.
Post Adoptive Resources of Luther-
an Adoption Services will sponsor
the event. Calk 968-1700 for more in-
formation,
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‘The measure requires a two-thirds
vote of both chambers (o go on the
Nov. 6 ballot and majority approval
by vaters to become part of the state
constitution.

NIRQ would:

& Require the Legislature to pro-
vide “equal opportunity for vduca-
tion for each public elementary and
secondary school pupi.” (Currently,
the constltutlen requires only “free”
K-12 schooling without racial or re-
ligious blas.)

© Dedicate all lottery profits and
interest to the school aid fund.

@ Mandate the Legistature to
raise spending for elementary, sec-
ondary, community college and htgh-
er education to at least 47.5 percent
of available state revenue in fisca)
1991-2, then to 49, 50.5 and 52 per-
cent by 1984.5,

“Available revenue” is defined as
the general fund budget plus the ded-
icated school aid fund.

First year improvement would be
$172 million, a co-sponsor said.

PROFIT SAID hls proposal would
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Do You Have A Problem With...

¢ Sidewclk uneven; ofraid of tripping?

* Stoops and ponos settling toward the building?
¢ Dnivewoys ond parkways tilted or uneven?

* Warehouse or plant floors settled?

* Floor joints move, voids under floors?
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provide “a constitutlonal founda-
tlon” for equal opportunity — *‘nat
dollar for dollar; it would allow local
schoo] districts to enhance thelr pro-
grams."

Bankes sald poor school districts
which want to sue the state for more
ald found their case was badly
harmed because the state constitu-
tien currently falls to require equal
oppartunity.

“This would allow a judicial op-
portunity to override the Legislature
and local control,” said Bankes,
polnting to court rulings in Kentucky
and Texas,

“These 100 poor, in-formula
scheol districts need ‘equat opportu-
nity’ for their lawsuit 10 be success-
fu),” Bankes said after the meeting.

KEITH SAID sald it's wise to
lump all cducation funding into one
budget category because “if you
have a bulge (population boom) run-
ning through the system, you need
the flexibility between higher educa-
tion and K-12."

Another supporter, Rep., Joc
Young Jr., D-Detrolt, agreed, calling
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the measure a “hollstic” system. “I'd
want heavy emphasts on K-12,”
Young added.

Bankes, however, fears the money
will be dispersed too broadly.

"It can be dispersed without pay-
ing for social securlty, retirement or
categoricals,” she sald.

“If there’s a recesslon,” Bankes
sald, “malntaining 52 percent for ed-
ucation could mean cuts In social
services and mental health,

“It was a philosophical vote and

state’s largest teachers' unlon, “fully
supports It. Publie educatien has to
be priority number one for state gov-"
ernment.”

Elten Hoekstra, representing the
Michigan Federatlon Teachers, sald
that unlon “strengly supports” the
measure. “If we look at other states’
court rullngs, we sce ‘equal opportu-
nlty' is more than an educationa)
buzzword, as the State Chamber

ys.'
Tom White, lobbylst for the Michi-
of School Boards,

not a practical vote, F Y,
I'm for it — but this is the real
world."

A BUSINESS group opposed the
measure, but three educatlon groups
supported it.

Steve Young, lobbyist for the
Michigan State Chamber of Com-
merce, objected to the “trigger lan-
guage of equal opportunity . . , We
don’t need the buzzword language of
equal opportunity.” But he liked the
section raising the state budget's
percentage for all

gan
sald local elected offlctals “support
the general concepts. ‘Equal oppor-
tunity’ provides a uscful constltu-
tlonal polley statement.”

Lobbyist Al Short said the Michi-
gan Education Association, the
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Thu symbol of true romance

There's no fer wan teespres vour teelings than wich
et ot endura uty trom Greenstones, W feature an
entensive selecton of tradional ¢ ment ines and custom
dramend ereations i stunning wold and platimum settmze.

Featured desiuns srom 3625,
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(GREENSTONES

CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

528 N. WOODWARD, BIRMINGHAM 4 BLOCKS NORTH OF MAPLE 642-2650
MONDAY SATURDAY 9:30 TO 5:30

Mect Richard Sebes, guest hair designer, at our [
ssanelle salons for a free “New You” consultation: L
» Livonia, Monday, June 11, 10 am. - 4 p.m.

» Universal, Tuesday, June 12, 10 am., - 4 p.m.

B Westborn, Wednesday, June 13, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Call today and make an appointment for a free consultation! You'll get fresh. new ideas
about your hair from Richard Scbes, one of the most exciting hair sty n the country,
Ul ghive you expert tips un creating a ook that Gits your tifestyle and personality, too.

FESSANELLE

Plus, our Great Feeling perm which includes
cut, shampoo, and styling, regularly 58,50, is now $33.
Offer ends June 24 at all seven Essanelle satons.

Birmingham ...
Farmingtan Hill
Westhorn .
Livonia
Lakeside
Macomb.
Universal ..
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BORTZ HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
Offers the finest in Nursing Home Care.
* Newly Remodeled
*» Both skilled & basic licensure,
* Medicare, BC/BS & other insurances

accepted.
Bortz Health Care Bortz Health Care
Of Oakland Of West Bloomfield

1255 W, Silverbell Rd.
Lake Orion Township

391-0900

6470 Alden Rd.
West Bloomfield

363-4121
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Detroit
Country Day School

+ Offers quality ceducation for

pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.
Instills an appreciation for moral integrity, the work ethic
and respect for others,

Focuses on developing each child's abilities in a supportive
environment and at a pace which provides encouragement
and nurtures self-esteem,

Emphasizes preparation outside of class and the testing of
one’s achievement through competition in  academics,
athletics and activities as the student progresses through the
school.

Provides an excellent program for admission into highly
competitive colleges and universities.

Admissions Testing
Saturday, June 2

To arrange for an interview and appointment for your child
1o take the admissions test, please call the Admissions Office .
at the telephone number listed below for the school with the
appropriate grade level,

boys and girls in

LOWER SCHOOL
(ProX - Grade 2)
3003 W', Maple Rd.
Dirmiagham, M 48010

(Grades 35) (Gradcs 612) *
3600 Bradway Bowlevard
Blemingham, Mt 48010

433-1050 6473522 64677

JUNIOR SCHOOL = UPPER &‘.Mm_i)m SCHOOLS : -

Comaaiarsos




