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Water users p

YOU DON'T truly appreciate wa-
ter untll you must do withour 1.
Make no mistake about that,

1 was one of the unlucky western
Oakland County resldents and shop-
kecpers who lost water or water
pressure for at least nine hours Sat-
urday.

And It was as trying as it was frus.
trating not knowing when the wet
stutf would flow in the shower, toitet
or kitchen sink again.

it soon became clear the Detroit
Water & Sewerage Department
should notlfy users well before
planned water maln repairs so af.
{ected residents and businesses can
better prepare for a water shutoff.

For families, it was pure conjec-
ture how long three gallons of drink-
ing water and a bathiub full of a))-

arched

purpose water would last. Business
es felt the sting of trickling water In
a painful way — at the cash reglster.

Thousands of water users were
left high and dry much of Saturday
after a planned six-hour shutoff, in
the middle of the night, 10 weld a
steel ring around a leaking water
maln joint at 14 Mile and Northwoest-
ern Highway in Farmington MHills
WeRLawTy,

A shutoff value failed, forcing De-
troit Water & Sewerage Department
workers to pump out more than one-
million gallons of water from the 54-
inch main before the welding could
be finished. Two days before, a
r]ﬂ'r(np and gaskets falled to plug the
leak.

SO WIIAT was supposed to be an
overnight inconvenience starting at

in hot pursuit of

BILL KEITH and James O'Neill
Jr. are two state representatives
whose names aren't exactly house-
hold words outside their home towns
of Garden City and Saginaw, respec.
tlvely.

Better learn those names. Now
1hat voters have rejected higher tax-
es for schools, these two fawmakers
are pushing for the goal of equity in
state school funding.

Kelth, 60, a banker and former
school board member, chairs the
House Education Committee, He has
17 years senlority. O'Nelll, 61, a for-
mer school administrator, chalrs the
House Appropriations school ald sub-
commlttee. He has 23 years senjori-
ty..

Some of Michigan’s 562 public
scheol distelets spend only $2,500 per
pupll, They are mostly small and ru-
ral, with no industry, no high tech-
nolegy plants, no offices, no giant
malls, no movie houses with four
theaters,

Other districts spend as much as
$8,000 per pupil. They have most of
the-above. Many are ctustered In a
belt from Troy to Ann Arbor. Most
get no general state ald because of
thelr healthy preperty tax bases.

Many Observer & Eccentric areas
are in that belt. I live in that belt,
100,

Life is not all luxury, however.
Our, property values are rising, but
50 are our assessments and taxes,

Yet few people In these parts real-
tze that many school distrlcts in the
state are genuinely hurting flnan.
ctally. An Increasing number arce
bumnping up against the absolute

Tim
Richard

ey

constltutlonal limit of 50 mills as a
property tax rate. Most people
around the meire suburbs deon't
know there is such a thing.

KEITH AND O'Neill came up with
a revelutionary plan to take what
few categarical grants the high tech
belt gets and pump as much as possi-
ble Into the general state ald bill.
The categorlcals are mainly Soclal
Security, penslons and gramis for
speclalized programs.

Naturally, the reps from Troy.
Blrmingham, Southfield, Livonia,
Redford and Plymouth either
ganged up to vote no or else didn't
vote, the cquivalent of voting no. In
the O&E clrculation area, only Keith
and Justine Barns of Westland voted
yes on Senate Bl 830 (House substi-
tute 3), the Kefth sponsored version
of the school aid bill.

In the high tech belt's eyes, it was
a Soviet verslon of Robin Hood —
take from the rich so that everybody
will be mediocre. It added no new
money o the overall state aid bitl.

BUT IN THE outstate counties of
Eaton and Clinton and Livingston,
they loved SB 829 (H-3), giving it 56

11:30 p.m. Friday turned nightmar-
ish for the unprepared.

Much of the anger felt by resi.
dents and businesses stemmed from
lack of accurate Informatlen abaut
the extent of the problem.

Many folks felt betrayed after the
original 5:30 a.m. Saturday scevice
resumptlon time came and went

After that, Detroit water offiuials
told us, via radio and cable TV, that

equity

votes, a bare majority. It goes to a
House Senate conference committee
to iron out the differences.

Even if the Kelth sub doesn't pre.
vail this year, It will be back next
year. The cconomic forces of nature
are behind him. My bet is he will
prevail.

Keith argues it’s false to say, as
many editorials do, that out of for-
mula schoo) districts In the high tech
belt get no state aid. They get mil-
1lons for the retirement benefits.

To his mind, "equity" is not rob-
bing the rich to make cverybody
mediocre. Equity became a necessi-
ty In Kentucky, where the courts de-
clared the whole funding system un-
constitutlonal. Kentucky's repalr hill
is running to $1.2 billlon, the cquiva-
lent of nearly $3 billion In Michigan.

Kelth's goat Isn't just taking from
the rich but making more distriets
eligible for general state aid — 90
percent instead of the current 70
percent.

Frankly. 1 am cool to the Keith
plan. I'd rather ralse everybody up
to an adequate level than knock
down a few rich districts for the
sake of equity.

But the political realities are that
many outstate districts are hurting.

So we need to know those two
names: Kelth and O'Nelll.

Tim Richard is director of the
SCC News Service, which serves
the Observer & Eccentric News-

papers.
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by long repair del

service would resume by t) aum.,
then 1 pam., then — shockingly — 6
p.m, or later.

Farmington Hills Assistant City
Manager Dave Call spent much of
the day trying his darnedest to keep
us abreast on cable Channel 18, but
his reports changed as repair condi-
tions changed, He, too. was at the
merey of Detroit water officials.

Let's not be too quick 1o bash the
hard-working Detroit water crews,
some of whom went sleepless for 1x
days rather than abandoen the work
site once a routine repalr became a
civic emergency.

They couldnt predict the failed
shutoft valve. But common sense
dictates they should've considered a
valve failure a possibility.

Frankly, they unwittingly led anx-

iovs water users on. Saying they hud
no idea when full water pressure
would resume might not have al-
layed the anger but it at least
would've been honest.

“! FELT the situation was abo-
minably handled.” said Farmingion
Hills resident Carol Plisner. “Nei-
ther Detroit nor Farmington Hills
has the right to create that type of
civie emergency without proper
plannlng. What if it had lasied anoth.
er 12 hours?"

“We try to satlsfy the most people
while inconvenicncing the least,”
said Jim Heath, Detroit Water &
Sewerage Department i

ay

“You're damned if you do and '
damned if you don'.” .
The next time a major, nonemer-
gency Infrastructure repair is
planned, 1 urge the Detroit Water &
Sewerage Department, working with
tocal officials, to alert aifected w
ter/sewer users by mail a few da

in advance.

The letter should outline water
conservation steps, potential repair
delays, health precautions and an
emergency number to call. Not ev.
egyone has cable TV.

In the aftermath of a parched Sat-
urday, I, for one, would've appreci-
ated being told of potentia) water-

and repair superintendent.

“We couldn’t be neghigent once we
started the repair. We couldn’t just
walk away unti] after the holiday.

shutoff q while the tap
still worked.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Furm-
gton Ubserver,

Her legacy: kindness

SAYING GOODBYE to a specia)
{riend Is never casy, especially when
that {riend has died.

But this past week, hundreds of us
found comfort In the sheer numbers
of those saylng goodbye 1o Marie
MeGee. From congressmen. county
executlve and mayor. from friends
of decades past, from colleagues and

. the

ty mourned.

Marie’s death was a surprise to
everyone. She just wasn't the sickly
type. Just the opposite. She was al-
ways there, always working and
dolng it with a vigor unparalleled by
most,

When thinking of Marie you
thought of energy and laughing. You
thought of a persan who cared more
than most, whether it be for her chil-
dren, her co-workers, her company
or her community. She was just that
way,

For those of us in the newspaper
business, she was the essence of
what a journalist should be — dili-
gent in the quest for truth, but com-
passionate in the pursult,

She set a high standard, a very
high standard. And the onc thing that
irritated her more than anythlng
else were those who were wlliing to
settle for less than perfection, no
matter the excuse,
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THOSE LACKING perception of-

ten missed that very important qual.
ity about Marje. Unlike a lot of the
power brokers lounging around our
soclety, Marle was devoid of a large
ego.

She concentrated on more import-
ant things, tike listening and doing.
She was a very wise listener and a
great doer,

And as many of you realize, Marie
wore many hats, often on the same
day.

We at the Observer & Eccentric
knew her as a journallst who touched
all segmems of the community
through her work on the multitude of
spectal sections, from fashlon, to
weddlngs, to home furnishings, to the
arts. She could do it all.

Her children knew her as a mother
who for the past 12 years raised her
five children on her own after her
husband died. Many in the Llvonia

knew her as a civie ac-
tivist, serving at one time or another
on the Livonia Arts Commission,
Histerical Commission, the advisory
cammittee of the Women's Resource
Center at Schoolcraft College and, of
course there was Greenmead.

MY, HOW she loved Greenmead.
the histerical village on Eight Mile
Road. And just last week she was
elected to the board of directors of
the local Zonta chapter, a waman's
professional organizatlon.

And although her depth of partici-
patlon represented how much she
cared for her community. just know-
ing Marle was the real bonus. She
added to everyone's life who allowed
themselves to be touched by her qui-
et wisdom and kindness.

I'll always feel sorry for those who
didn't avail themselves of the oppor- |
tunity to know Marte. They missed
out on knowlng a very Important '
person. '

But then, as John Donne tells us, .
death “comes equally te us all.”!
Being the democrat that Marie was,
big “D™ and small “d", alike, she
wauld understand that better than ;
many. '

Steve Barnaby is managing cd-
itor of the Observer & Fccentric
wspapers.
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