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Volunteers needed to help clean Rouge River

" The Rouge River is in need of a
fittle of your time and a lot of mus-
cle beginning at 8 a.m. Saturday.

- The fifth annual Rouge Rescue
cleanup in Farmington Hills will
focus on where the river crosses
Mlddlebelt, between Grand River
and Eight Mile,

: Volunteers are asked to gather be-
hind Herc's Restaurant and Vona-
chem Dashsund Kennels on Grand
River, just east of Middlebelt.

: As In past years, the focus will be

tu remove logjams and  debrls.

“There's a couple pretty good
logjams back there. It's hard to tell
where the original river runs.
There's some small islands in there
when the river has jammed up,” safd
Jean Barrett, assistant to the Farm-
ington Hllis public services director.

Cleanup will begin at 8 a.m, Vol-
untecrs must reglster when they ar-
rive at the site Saturday. Volunteers
will be given Rouge Rescue '90 T.

shirts. Cleanup will run untll about
11:30 a.m. when lunch wllt be served.
Actlvities should be complete by 1
pm,

“We're going te work them hard.
We've had a lot more calls zhead of
time this year than ln past yeats, We
have a lot of larger groups calling,”
Barrett sald.

CITY EMPLOYEES, Big Broth-
crs/Big Slsters and Knlghts of Co-

Jumbus members will be among the
workers,

“Mast of the volunteers* work will
consist of manual labar. They wlil
form sort of chain gangs up lhe
banks, passing the logs and debrls
from the clty workers who will be
using the heavy equipment and
chathsaws,” Barrett sald.

Many schools throughout (he
watershed have instituted a program
comblnlng classes, workshops, fleld
trips and water quallty monltoring

Water cutoff angers communities
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came clear that water service would
have to be interrupted to flnish the
scheduled repair. The leaking jolnt
wpas first discovered late last year.
:“By Thursday, we realized the
only way to repalr this thing s to
shut the maln down and repair it,”
Heath said.

. IT ALSO was decided that the hol-
Iday weekend was the best time to
shut down water service,

“Think of all the businesses we
would have had to shut down if we
had done this during the work week,”
Heath said.

Complicating repairs was a shu-
toff vatve failure ncar Farmington
Read. More than 1 million gallons of
water had to be pumped out before

welding could be flnlshed at the base
of the leaklng maln.

RESIDENTS AND businesses In
parts of flve western Qakland Coun-
ty communities — Farmington Hills,
West Bloomtield, Novi, Walled Lake
and Commerce Township — had a
trickle of water at best {for much of
Saturday.

For many resldents, however, a
trickle or no water at all was bad
enough. Many sald they deserved
more advance warning (hat their
holiday weekend would mean piled-
up dishes and tollets that wouldn't
flush.

Farmington Hills police recelved
3,000 calls Saturday from reslkdents
complaining about low water pres-
sure of ho water, The Detroit Water

on Yorktowna Covenitry Il
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and Sewecrage Department also
recelved phone calls, Heath said.

“Farmington Hills should've noti-
ficd resldents by mall Lwo days In
advance,” said Woodstream Farms
subdlyislon resldent Carol Pllsner.
“Nelther Detrolt nor Farmington
Hllls had the right te create that
type of civie emergency without
proper planning, What if it had last-
ed another 12 hours?"

BUT FARMINGTON HILLS has
little control, Onkland County serves
as the city's agent with Detroit,
which provides (ke clty with water
and sewage service.

The Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department notifled Call of the im-
pending water service Interruption
by press release at 4:03 p.m. Thurs:

day.

“I met with (city) staff Friday
morning. From there, we delivered
about 100 notices to businesses In the
Orchard Lake and 12 Mile area with

maps and dcscrlhlng what would
happen,” he sald

Call v:onlac(ud radlo stations WWJ
and WIR, as well as television sta-
tions WIBK.Channel 2, WDIV-Chan-
net 4 and WXYZ-Channel 7, he sald.

Call also went on Channel 18, the
governmental cable television ac-
cess channel, three times Saturday
to update residents when repair on
the water main was to be complete.

It's unknown just how many cus-
tomers were without water or who
had low water pressure during the
repalr work., Weldlng was finlshed
by 4 p.m. Saturday. The water main
was then refilled slowly,

Begloning about 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day. water went back on near Ink-
ster Road, Water was restored
throughout the city by 9:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Call sald.

Full water pressure dldn't return
for some arc1s of the affected five-
community area untl Sunday.
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to create an awareness of the envl-
ronment and determine how It Is af-
fected by humans.

Some schools are coordinating
these activities with universities to
gain expertise, while others compare
water quallty tests and results with
schools In other communitles and
countries.

"“This informatlon exchange pro-
vides valuable insight to problems
and solutions, which each area or
country has experlenced. Each can
icarn from the other’s triumphs and
defeats,” Barrett sald,

Volunteers also are sought for

work on the Rouge by Oakland Com-
munlty College-Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus, 27055 Orchard Lake Road, south
of 1-696.

As with the Farmlng(an Hills
cleanup, registration will begln at 8
a.m. with most activity to be com-
pleted by 3 p.m.

0OCC volunteers are asked to
gather behind H Bullding, the health
and physlcal educatlon building on
the west side of campus. Velunteers
will find It casler (o reach H Bulld-
ing by parking in lois off Farming-
ton Road. For Information, call Mike
Kodrofske, 471-7515,

SHAAON LoMIEUX/stalf pholographer

Laborer Rod Houchen of Ric-Man Construction of Sterling
Helghts catches a shovel being tossed from ground level as
work began Tuesday to fill in the hole, containing the repaired
waler main, at 14 Mile and Northwestern Highway.
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