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Most clothes can be safely washed at home

Q. I fust got back some dry clean-
ing that bad w stronger than uswal
“dry cleaning” smell. What causes
this odor? Do all clothes marked
“dry clean only" nced to be dry
cleaned?

A, If you're like me, this sudden
change from winter weather to sum-
mer heat has got you funning to the
storage closet to switch your winter/
summer wardrobe.

As a result, you prabably have a
pile of winter llems clther just taken
1o the dry cleaners or ready to be
dropped off for cleaning before
they‘re packed away until next fall.
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In Third World counrries, hun-
dreds of thousands of clnldren
are in desperate need of food,
clothing, medical care — the
basics of lite. These wirls and
hoys are even denied the
apportunity to attend school.
+ Thev arz our neighbors in
a'world that wrows smaller
every ding
“ Through CCF, you can
sponsor a neighborschild The
costis S8 a month —just 60¢
1o help a poor cutd in
frica or Latin Amersca
a child whe has virwally
nothing.
Please pick up your phone

now and dial the toll-free num-
ber hetow: Be agood neighbor
*| by helping an innocent child

Chrisdan Children’s
: und, Inc.
 1-800-228-3393

1Toll Freed

Clothes today are labeled “dry
clean only"” — whether they're made
from natural or synthetic fabrics.
That’s an interesting label because
“dry clean" jsn't dry. Instcad of de-
tergent and water, clothes arc
cleaned with detergent and a llquld
solvent designed to remove spots
and stalns.

This detergent/solvent mixture is
not absorbed by the material. Be-
cause the material does not absorb
the cleaning solutlon, the clathes
don't stretch, shrink or fade. Dyes
don't run; delleate fabrics don’t tear;
wools don’t mat down,

consumer mailbag

The most widely used dry cleaning
solvent Is perchloroethylene, a non-
rencwable petrochemical distillate.
The fumes from this chemical are
what glve your clothes the distine-
tlve “dry cleaned” smell, “Pere,” as
it is known, is a toxle chemlcal,
While it's very unllkely you'll suffer
any health effects from wearing dry-
cleaned clothes, these fumes have

been classified as a common Indoor
air pollutant by the U.S. EPA.

Frequent dry cleaning Is unneces
sary. Manufacturers in most cases
Just recommend dry cleaning to
avoid complaints from customers
when they ruin the garment through
incorrect washing. Most clothes can
be safely washed at home — If you
know how.

To reduce dry cleaning, choose
garments and fabrics that can be put
into the washing machine or gently
hand washed,

Foar ltems that can’t avoid belng
dry cleaned, Increase the tlme be-
tween cleanlngs by brushlng and/or
shaking out the garment after each
wearing. Then let the clothes alr out
overnight. These steps will Increase
the life of the garment as well as re-
duce cleaning.

Protect yourself from exposure to
“perc” fumes. If you can smell the
perc, the clothes probably weren't

fully drled before being put into the
protective plastie bag. You can el-
ther glve them back and have them
re-cleancd correctly, or you can take
them home, remove them from the
bag and hang the clothes [n a well-
ventilated area — preferably out-
doors — to evaporate the solvent.
Perc will evaporate completely.

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your gquestions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, One Kennedy
Square, qth Floor, Detroit, Mich.
48226,

25%:=70% BELOW COMPARABLE

VALUES OFFERED ELSEWHERE*
NOW SAVE 10%:-20% ON OUR

| ALREADY LOW EVERYDAY PRICES

ALL 14K GOLD CHAINS

35% 1O 70%

BELOW COMPARASLE VALUES OFFERED ELSEVWHERE "
Choose from our selection of 7" to 20" solid
ropas, Golden Flex™, diamond cul ond more.
Shown, reg. $49.96-5199.96. ... 42.48~159.96

ALL 14K GOLD EARRINGS & CHARMS

30% TO

BELOW COMFARABLE VALLIES OFFERED ELSEWHERE®
A dazziing collection of hoops, buttons and
more eairings. Plus charms and charm
holders. Reg. $24.96-579.96. .

0%

.. .24.21-67.96

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY

30% TO

BELOW COMPARABLE VAWES OFFERED ELSEWHERE *
Chocse from these populor ring styles plus
earrings, pendants and necklaces. Shown
here, reg. $249-84099. ... ... .. 214.65-879.20

3%

ALL CULTURED PEARLS AND GENUINE STONES

35% TO 65%

BELOW COMPARABLE VAWES OFFERED ELSEWHERE *
Cultured pearls with 14K gold. Save on
freshwater pearls and onyx, too.

ALL GEMSIONE JEWELRY

30%.TO 60%

BELOW COMPARABLE VAWES OFFERED ELSEWHERE*

Sapphire, rubies, blue lopaz. amethyst and
much moral Shown here,

-109.65-169.15

ALL WATCHES

25% TO 33%

BELOW COMPARABLE VAUES OFFERED ELSEWHERE®
Selko®, Citizen®, Phasar®, Bulova?, Benrus?,
Timex® and more for men and women.
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Reg. $24.96-599.96.............20.21-84.96 reg. §429-5199...... Ceiseens Reg. $49.88-5487.50...........44.89-168.75
Not fo be missed: 16" 5.5-6 mm. strand of Come see our other slyles available, B
cultured pearls, reg. $289.96 ...... ... 246,46 1eQ. $59.99-599.99....... w2 .50.99-84.99
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