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Providence Hospital marks 25th birthday

As the Daughters of the Charlty of
St. Vincent de Paut was considering
maving from Detroit 10 the growing
suburb of Southfield to build Provi-
dence Hospital at the beginning of
the 1960s, President and Mrs, John
F. Kennedy lost a newborn son to a
disease of prematarity.

‘oday, becavse of advances in
technology, the disease Is not consid-
ered llfe-threatening. “Then, a two-
or-three-pound baby had litule
chance of survlval,” said Brian Con-
nolly, president and chlef exceutive
officer of Providence. “Today, in
fants as tiny as 1.1 pounds have a
fighting chance.”

Connolly and others associated
with the hospital are taking a special
look backward as Providence marks
its 25th anniversary this year, Pa.
tients and staff moved in on March
31, 1965.

Annlversary  banners  went up
throughout the Southficld complex
recently and the staff quietly
marked the birthday with

history wall for the main lobby,"
said Carol Jonson, manager of com-
munlty relations for the hospltal.

Expanslon to meet the needs of a
growing population and continuing
advances in technology are keys to
Providence’s past, present and fu-
ture, according to Connolly.

THE HOSPITAL today “can help
people to hear who 25 years ago
would have been condemned to a life
of stlence,” he contlnued. “We can
restore faces ravaged by disease,
trauma or birth defects.

The first of several major addl-
tions to the Southfield campus was
completed in 1978. That same year
Providence began to address the
northwest mavement and opened its
first sptellite unit for tamily care in
South Lyon.

Today, it opcrates three sltes on
campus in Southfield and eight loca-
tlons northwest of the hospital —
Southfield, Novi, Milford, Farming-
ton Hills, Livonta and South Lyon.

THE NOSPITAL'S plan for {uture
— 1o build a full-scale sat-

in have

been monumental. We don't know

whnl technology this decade will
rln

Thu hospital has brought 75,000
babies Into the world since 1965 and
treated more than 200,000 people in
Its emergency department.

ellite hospital in Novi and move 188
beds te there from Providence in
Southfield — have met with strong
objectlons from Southficld offlcials,
other hospitals and also the Michi-
gan Department of Health, The
health department rejected Provi-

dence’s cerficate of nced request
unrllcr this year.

“Al this point we have no intentivn
of abandoning these plans,” Connolly
sajd recently. The hospital has filed
an appeal with the health depart-
ment, but a declsion isn't expected
for a year or two,

Providence has acquired a 150-
acre site, currently the Westbrook
Golf Course at 12 Mile and Beck, for
the facility. “It's already been re-
zoned to allow the bullding of a hos-
pital,” Connolly said — although
Novl officials are considering res-
cinding that zoning in the wake of
the certificate-of-need denial,

Thoese objecting te Providence
moving its beds from Southlficld to
Novl maintained at 2 public hearing
that the move would increase medi-
cal costs and hamper services to the
poor and elderly.

“We have a strong commitment lo

IHGS when it was founded by the

serve the
Connolly said. “We have no intention
of abandoning the Southlield cam-
pus; [U's only 25 years old and much
of it Is new.”

He said Providence plans to spend
$20 million in the next 10 years at its
Southficld hospital adding a new sur-
gical Intensive care unit and reno-
vating the main bed tower. Other ex.
pansions in Southfield are in the dis-
cussion stages, he added.

TIE NOSPITAL also Is seeking to
rezone 15.5 acres of a 2).3-acre par-
cel at Inkster Road and Northwest.
ern Highway in Farmington Hills fer
a proposed 90,000-square-{oot office
building and outpatient clinic. The
city denied rezoning and Providence
filed suit in circuit court.

The hospital had its beginning in

of Charity as the House of
l’ruvldencc on Adams Street in De-
troit, A series of moves and expan-
sions led it to Providence Hospital
on West Grand Boulevard In Detroit.

In 1954, the scarch began for an
entirely new location because the
West Grand Boulevard site had no
room for expansion and could not be
economically updated for modern

edical practice. At the Ume, the
mid-town area had about 1,000 more
beds than needed.

Since the suburban areas had a de-
mand for more beds and offered
space, the Daughters bought a 22-
acre ract in Southfield on the south
side of Nine Mile west of Greenfield
from the J.L. Hudson Co. which had
recently epened the nearby North-
land Shopping Center. Ground was
broken in 1962.

and punch. "“We're also working on a

Schools
to honor
retirees

: Farmington Public Schools will
honor these retiring individuals at
she Recognition Dinner, along with
£5-year employces, at Vladimirs on
Friday, June 1.

- Mlidred Batc, teacher/Larkshire;
Gladys Beall, custodlan/FTC: Rich-
ord Blue, maintenance; Phyllis
Bothwell, media speclalist/Gill;
Kathlyn Bush, secretary/transporia-
llon: Will Chlasson, adm. assistant/
N. Venus Cole, custodian/
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tr: sponatlon Bernlce Dall, custo-
dian/F.T.C.; Dorothy Donaldson,
paraprofessional/Larkshlre;  Kath-
leen Endress, teacher/Woodcreek;
Mary Jo Ficdler, paraprofesslonal/
Forest; Witma Gummorus, teacher/
FHS; Al Judge, teacher/F.H.S.:
Frank Kasun, princlpal/Eagle June
Lieb, teacher/Larkshire; Marilyn
Lockwood, teacher/Longacre; Mar-
garet Love, paraprolessional/Wood-
dale; Emma Jagielky.

+ Other honorees werc: Gale Lower,
iaintenance/0.E.D; Rebeeca Maha-
oey, food service/Warner; Jeanne
Marshal), teacher/Wooddale; Cannle
Mason, teacher/Gill; Lynn Nutter,
assistant superintendent: Betty
Patterson, p:raprotesslunnl/llHS;
Rosalie Perry, teacher/Wm. Grace;
Elcanor Radebaugh, paraprofesslon.
al/OED; Virglnia Roberts, teacher/
Larkshire; Patricla Howc, seere-
lhry[N.F.ll.S.; Shlrley  Sirotkln,
teacher/Larkshire; Douglas Smith,
supervisor/Cloverdale; Eugene
Smith, pool ulility/F.HS; Nancy
Stroh, teacher/Wm. Grace; Cllﬂord
Trotter, head custodian/F.H.
~ Mary Trotter, bus driver/transpo
tatlon; Jean Tyler, teacher/Beech-
view and Anna Wood, teacher/Wm.
Grace.

Police
applaud
seniors

~Farmlnglon Hills Police Depart-
ment, for Natlonal Volunteer Week,
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recently the
staff by provlding a luncheon honer-
Ing the 15 senlor volunteers.

+ Two volunteers, Frances Manning
and Doris Zook, who have cach pro-
vided five years ol service, were
presented with a plaque in thanks for
thelr contribution to the department
and to the community.

Zook has been working for the
Crime Prevention Sectlon on an av-
erage of flve hours per week. “She is
thorough, accurate and conscien-
tious, as well as belng a joy to work
with," said Kim Devroy, crime pre-
ventlon technletan,

Manning has provided supportive
clerical assistance to the Crime Pre-
vention Seclon for 1 % hours every
week. “She is a pleasure to work
with and has exceptional typing
skills and a willingness to work hard,
nnd to to the extra mile,” said Dev-

"The department appreciates the
dedlcation and enthustasm of each
volunteer and thanks cach for thelr
contributlon to the productivity of
the department and the city as a
whole,” sald Sgl. James Whitcomb.
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