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Studeni views Holocaust horrors

By Susan Buck
staft writor’

1t was o mission as well asa trip.

Todd Wolfe, a Farmington Hills
resldent and North Farmington High
School senlor, recently returned as
part of a two-week international del-
egatlon, which visited old German
death camps In Poland.

On Holocaust Rememtrance Day
April 22, Wolle, along with six other
Oakland County teens, took part In
the second March of the Living (Yom
Hasoah) established In memory of
the six milllon Jews who perished
during the war, This group was part
al the B'nal B'rith Youth Organiza-

jon.

Wolfe was accompanied by other
local youths: Sherry Domstein, Oak
Park; Ellen Kogan, Birmingham;
Randall West

Wolfe was one of 3,000 Jewlsh
teens from 37 countries who took
part in the two-mlle silent march,
which went from Auschwitz to Blrk-
ennu, the largest concentration
camp complex built by the Nazis
during World War II,

“I felt that God was there,” said
Wolfe who was moved by hls experl-
ence.

ELIE WEISEL, Nobel prize
winner and  Holocaust  survivor,
spoke at a memorial service at Birk-
cnau.

Wolfe knows of no one In his fami-
1y who dled in German death camps,

In addition to Auschwitz and Birk.
enau, Wolfe also vislted concentra-
unn camps at Majdanek and Treblin-

Sarah “Guyer, Huntington Woods;
Evie Rogers, Birmingham; and Amy
Simon, West Bloomfleld.

Hc alsa spent a wcck In Isracl and
April 30, celebrated Isracl's 42nd In-
dependence Day, |,

Now Wolfe hopes to speak to both
Jewish and non-Jewish groups about

his travel experience and reaffirma-
tion of his Jewlsh identity.

“They' (Israelis) have a lot more
pride in their country than we do
here,” Wolfe sald.

Old death camps {n Poland left the
blggest impression.

“The most shocking part of Aus.
chwlltz, besides seelng the crematorl.
um, was walking upstairs to (wo of
the bulldings and sceing a huge pile
of human hair, some braided, some
not,” Wolfe sald.

“It was disgusting. They used the
hair for stufflng mattresses and ma-
terlal. They had rooms filled with
shoes that smelled. They had cans of
the chemleal used to gas people. |

DURING THE March of the Liv-
Ing, the group also lncluded tecns
from lIsracl, Canada, Mexico,
France, Britain, South Africa, South
Amerlea and Australla as well as the
Soviet Unlon, Hungary and Ru-
mania.

The march recreated the fateful
walk of death that took the Jews
from Auschwltz to Birkenau, “We
did it to show that Hitler did not suc-
ceed — Jewlsh people are alive,”
Wolfe sald.

Even as the March of the Llving,
3,000-4,000 teens progressed, Wolle
sald some people on the sidelines
showed no respect by laughing, eat-
Ing ice cream cones and, in one in-
stance, showing an obscenc gesture.
“In my mind, it was antl-Semltism,”
Wolfe sald.

Once at Blrkenau, Wolle was tak-
en aback by al! the barbed wire.

It felt like God was there,” Wolfe
sald, “As somconc was lighting a
candle for the children who dicd,
there was a sprinkle of ratn llke God
was crying. At that one moment, it
started to rain. It was strange, be-
cause it hadn't rained the whole day.
Others thought that, too.”
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Arisy encouhter

Third graders trom Retta Londnns Wood-

Hills

y class in Far

present Mich

{left), F:

Public Schools superlnmndenl, with “Walk-
ing in the Fooltsteps of Jackson Pollock,”
their version of an *action painting” by Pol-

Michaet Stein.

lack, an American ahstract expresionist,
May 24, Presenters of the acrylic paint on
canvas, the product of cooperative learning
groups, were Natalie DaBoul (second from
left), Juliana Snodgrass, Adam Dinnel and
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police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire cuils and court cases
reported during the past week:

® FELONIOUS ASSAULT

A 23-year-old Mount Clemens man
faces felonlous assault charges after
a man pushed a patrol car door into
a Farmington Hills pollee officer
Saturday.

While officer Wayne Beerbower
was qucstioning a suspected intoxi-
cated driver behind a pickup at 5:15
am, a sleeping passenger awoke
and begnn an argument,

The argument Intenslfled and
Beerbower wound up forcibly arrest-
ing the passenger for interferring
with a police offlcer.

At the police department, Beer-
bower opened his patrol car's rear
door, but his prisoner Kicked it Into
hlm, according to a Farmingion
Hills police report.

© SCHOOL VICTIMIZED

Flve aluminum picnle-table tops
were reported stolen from the play-
ground at Gill Elementary, 21195
Gill, May 24-25, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.

® CARBON MONOXIDE
Two Chatham Hills Apartments
resldents suffered carbqn monoxlde
after a b hot-wa-

0

SEE US FOR YOUR SUMMER

© O&E Clagsifieds work!

ter-heater vent plpe became dlslo-
cated, letting the potentlally deadly
gas leak out Friday.

The two residents were treated at

a
Providence Hospital-Novi and re-
eased.

A 28-year-old woman felt slck
soon after arriving home at 9 p.m,
last Thursday, When her boyfriend
arrived 2% hours later, he also
quickly became sick. They drove to
the hospital, where thelr condition
was dlagnosed.

The apariment bullding bascment
was found to contain low levels of
carbon monoxide, One apartment
was found to contaln 100-percent
carbon monoxide.

Farmington police jolned a Con-
sumers Power representative and
the Chatham Hills malntenance su-
pervisor In turning off and red-tag-
ging the faulty 85-gallon heater until
repalrs could be made,

The resldent of the affected apart-
ment unlt was allowed to return al-
ter a few hours, according to a
Farmington Department of Publlc
Safety report.

© PLANT TAKEN

A potted, 3-foot-high corn plant,
valued at $400, was rcported stolen
from the hallway at Michigan Neu-
rologleal Institute, 28595 Orchard
Lake Road, Farmington Hills, Satur-
day morning.

® HOST LIABILITY

An 18-year-old man was ticketed
under the city's host liability ordi-
nance when officers, responding to a
house party complalnt on Wiliow
Creck, found flve tecnagers, ages 18-
19, drinking beer on the front lawn

® OLD FRIDGE

A Farmlnglon homeowner was
ticketed under city ordinance for not
removing the doors before putting
an old refrigerator by the curb in
Iront of his house on Hawthorne Sun-
day. The doors were removed before
the officer left, according to a Farm-
ington Department of Public Safety
report.
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