From OCC

to Abu

Dhabi

in pursuit
of excellence

See related editorial.

Among the fIrst changes Nicholson
made was so-called “de-

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

velopmental” classes — courses de-
slgned to prepace students for col-
Jege-level work by developing skllls

. Slephen Nicholson, who is step-
ping down as chancellor of Oakland
nnity Coltege, has a busy week
abiead

1le will be part of OCC commence-
ment exercises Friday at the Silver-
domue — his tast official act as chan.
«ellor. The next day he plans to
boird a plane to the Middle East,

Ity Monday, he expects to be at his
new jab as vice chancellor of Higher
Calleges of Technology of the United
Arab - Emirates, an otl-rich con-
federation on the Perslan Gulf,

Nichinlson, 84, was recrulted away
from his $114,327-a-year post at
OCC to adminlster a system of six
hremgear technical schools In a
country striving for educationat ex-
cedlence,

‘I really looking forward (o it,”
MNiholson said last week during an
imterview jn his Farmington Hllls
vado, “The pursult of excelience is
fascinating.”

TEACHING IN a forelgn country
is aothing new to Nicholson. He
spent the decade of the 19505 in Ja-
pon where, among other things, he
taught at Toritsu Cotlege in Tokyo.

When he returned to the U.S, to
work on o doctorate at Mi

or g missed In
thelr earlicr years.

OCC already had an “open door”
admissions policy, meaning the
school would censider any applicant
18 or older, regardless of back-
ground. But seme, including Nichol-
son, felt the school didn't offer the
varlety needed to maximize its con-
tributlon in area Itke Oakland Coun-

ty.

y"Mr. Nlcholson was fond of saying
an open doar Isn’t any good If It Jeads
to an empty clevator shaft,” said
Cartsonis, Skill assessment for in-
coming students was expanded and
the number of developmental cours-
es more than doubled.

Another change ~ reflective of
Oakland’s Encreasingly glubal oute
look — was an expanston of foreign
studies at OCC.

‘Mr. Nicholson was
fond of saying an open
door isn't any good if it
leads to an empty
elevator shaft.’

— George A. Cartsonis
QOCC communications

director

State University, Nicholson fully ox-

pected o agaln go abroad.

nt vnee [ got back in the United
| realized all the work to be

ere,” he said.

That was In the 1960s, when the

vivil rights mwovement was emerg-

ivp, the antiwar protests accelera-

iy and women were beginning to

demand equatlty.

NICHOLSON INITIATED the In-
ternational Studies Institute offering
students the opportunity to take
courses in England, Taiwan and
Czechoslovakia.

As OCC was broadenlng its horl-
zons, multinatlanal corporations like
flat, Votkswagon and GMF Robotics
were becoming increasingly active
In Mo

Nicholson saw col-
leges on the cutting edge of those so-
cielal changes and relished belng
part of them, Nis career included

. sthnts at Lansing Community Col-
lege, Daley Community College In
the Chicago area and Clark County
Cominunity College In Las Vagas.

n 1977, while president of the Mt.
Hood Community College District In
Gresham, Ore., Nicholson applied
T ll':le presidency of OCC, but was

passed over.

Light years later, In 1885, Nichol-
son was hired at OCC's fourth presi-
dent, replacing Robert F. Roelofs
whose coniract was not renewed by
the board of trustees. Later that
year Nicholson became OCC's first
ehancellor when the position of pres-
blint was upgraded to reflect the
schuol's mulli-campus nature.

IMMEDIATELY NICHOLSON be-
gan evaluating OCC, its faculty, poli-
«les and operating principals.

Uis analysis was something of a
shock, recalled Gearge A, Carisonis,
director of college communlcations
and graphle services,

The new chanceller concluded
WUC was a bureaucratic instltution
that had lost [ts impetus, sald Cart-
sonis who has been with the school
for two decades.

The new chancellor also brought a
different perspective to OCC, ae-
cording to those who watched him In
actlon,

“Stephen Nicholson brought a very
humanistic management style to
0OCC,” sald trustee Edward H. Pap-
pas. “Hls predecessar (Roelofs) was
very much a business man, and a
good one, But Nicholson brought
more of the educator’s perspective,

“He has a very qulet style, yet he's
very tough,” sald Pappas. “He gets
things done.”

Buring Nicholson's tenure, the
OCC budget Increased from $41.9
million in 1985-86 to $62 milllon in
1990-91, Enrollment jumped from
68,273 to 74,926, In that same period,
ranking OCC among the 20 largest
community colleges in the country.

As Impressive as those numbers
may be, Nicholson said they do not
reflect his foremost concern: Quality
educatlon.

“I'm a teacher,” he said. “Regard-
less of my adminlstrative positions
or other duties, I'm still & teacher
commltted to teaching. Bulldings,
classes, enrollment and all the other
criteria doA't mean anything if the
quality of the education Is weak or
Inefiective.

Please turn to Page 9

‘I won’t be wearing
a veil or anything’

By Pat Murphy
stoff welter

Even for someone receptive to
change, the days ahcad will be filled
with challenge for Carol Peterson,
the wife of OCC Chancellor R. Ste-
phen Nicholson.

Although she won't be jolning her
husband at his new job for several
months, Pelerson anticipates some
changes In lifestyle when she joins
Nicholson and they resume thelr life
together in the United Arab
Emirates in the Persian Gull.

“I won't be wearing a vell or any-
1hlng,” Peterson said, “1 don't have
any anxicties. But I think there will
be some changes, and I'm ready,

“I'm confident In who I am, and
what 1 can accomplish. I expect to
e sensitlve to the culture and I don't
Intend to barge in with a lot of west.

ern ideas. But I intend to be continue .

belng Steve's partner.”

Peterson and Nicholson were mar-
ried In November 1987, the sccond
marriage for both,

‘They moved from West Bloom-
fleld Into a condo complex In Farm-
ington Hills (near 1-896) to facilitate
her contlnued business interests.

THEY CLOSED ON the newly
constructed condo In September and
hadn't finlshed moving in when Ni-
cholson accepted the job In Abu Dha-
bi. Some of thelr belongings weren't
unpacked, but simply rerouted to the
Middle East.

Selling the condo and tying up the
loose ends of her business are part of
the reason Pelerson expects to re-
maln in the U.S,, while her husband
expects to be on hls job Monday.

The extent to which Nicholson
conslders his wife to be a partner is
reflected in the fact he consulted
with her before taking what scemed
to be a dream job. “I would have
turned it down If she didn't want to
go," hesald,

Pelerson, & graduate of the Unl.
versity of Minnesota, said she Ls bap-
py about the way her consulling
business is and sces glob-,

At the time he was the
. chlef exccutive of the atate's largest
cornmunity college and she was
wwner of two businesses In the Lans.
ing area — one Is & wig and cosmet-
jo retall business in Haslelt, the

al potential. “If, for some reason
can't be a businesswoman In Abu
Dhab, I fully intend to develop my
consulling business on tha contie
nent,” she sald,

other s a growing compa-
ny, with customers like Stratton-
Cheeseman Management Co, In Bire
mingham. -

gly, the name of Peter-
son's consulling business has been
changed from *Image Matters,”" to
“Image Matlers International.”
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they move lrom Farmington Hills to the Middle East.
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