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Dybek stays tuned in to ethnic neighborhoods

' “The Coast of Chleago™ by Stuart
Dybek (173 pp., Alfred A. Knopf,
$17.95).

.t Although the lazy, hazy days are
almost upon us, I am not, repeat not,
golng to recommend that you add
© Stvart Dybek's “The Coast of Chica-
go' to your summer reading list.
Rather, 1 am going to strongly
advise that you run-don’t walk to
your nearest library or bookstore
and grab a copy of this short story
- collectlon now. Should you pass it up,
you wlll have mlssed so very much.
. In these 14 storles and vignettes,
. Dybek (who, when not writing,
- teaches English at Western Mlchigan
“ Unlversity) takes the reader to the
dream-like never-never land of a re-
membered adatescence In the Windy
Clty during the 50s and 60s.
.! Dybek's work dlffers from much
gontemporary fiction In one Import-
ant vespect: he writes almost always
of people who, though existing in a
(E‘ge urban milley, remain essen-
tlally ethnic neighborhood people.
His characters here, as In his first
¢hltection, “Childhood and Other
. Nelghborhoods,” are not the usual
- Jaded urban souls, or the troubled
$pirits of modern-day Academe, as
rre seen in so much of today's liter-
dpy short fiction.
+:In “The Coast of Chicago,” hls
eharacters seem to be polsed some-

tween and
between Innocence and knowledge.
And, though these are certalnly not
ghost storlés In the usual sense, his
characters have about them a ghost-
ly quality, But they are ordlnary at
the same time that they are blzarre,
charmingly mundane at the same
time that they are surreal.

‘Begln with “Chopin in Winter,” set
“In Mrs. Kubiac’s bullding on Elght-
centh Street” during a winter in
which Mrs. Kublac's unmarried
daughter, Marey, comes home, preg-
nant and disgraced, from a New
York college where she has been
studying music, The narrator, as a
young boy, spends the winter even-
Ings listening ‘lo hlcr play Chopln's

Victoria
Diaz

vorlies, he hag said, because it man-
ages (o “defeat time, and capture the

¢
Other storles In the collectlon In-

clude:
“Hot Ice,” a winner tn "Prize Sto-

ries: The O. Henry Awards" for 1985,
which bas at its center a drowned

tion), four young friends are per-
plexcd to discover that thelr neigh-
borhood/world has been proctaimed
an Offictal Blight Area by Chlcago's
Mayor Daley.

“They call this blight?” says one
of them. “Hey, man, there's .wccds

and trees and everything. . .*

Perhaps more than any other sto-
Ty in the “Blight” reveals

preludes,
woltzes, nocturnes, ballades in the
apartment above the one in which he
lives with hils mother and his
unspeaking grandfather. When win.
ter Is over and Marey moves away,
the muslc scems to remain in the
alrshafts, the walls and celllngs, the
pipes, the flues, the dark hallways of
the old building. And, after the
echoes of the music finally fade
away, “a pure silence beyond day-
dream and memory" remalns.
“Even after I no longer missed her,”
the narrator relates, “I could stll}
hear the silence. . . "

In “Blight” {(which won Dybck the

&here between then and now, be-
B

Teacher, students
giving piano recital

<. “The Songs of Summer;” featuring pianist Joce-
Iyn Ruth Krleger and her students, will be pre-
sented at 8 p.m, Wednesday, June 6 at the Com-
munity House, 680 Bates, Birmingham,

. The Music Mlnors, students of the Tunes for
Tots musle education program for 4-6 year olds,
will make thelr musical debut, Appearing will be
‘Brandalyn Fulton and Samuel Harry Wedes of
Southileld, Alexandra Hurwltz of West Bloomflcld
and Brooke Turner of Bloomlleld Hills,

* Plano students wlll present a program of classl-
cal, Hebrew and Yiddish music. They include
Shana Schochet, Leslle and Robyn Shewach, Meri-
dm Silvertstein and Rechelle Winkler of South-
fleld and Michelle Barr, Sort Bakst, Leah Berman,
Shanlo Cochen, Ellsa and Marjorie Stern and
Esther Tolwin of Qak Park,
¢ Krleger, who studles with pianist Mischa Kot-,
tler, wilt perform “The Golliwog's Cake-walk,” by
Debussy, Adaglo, Opus 27, No. 2 ("Moonlight”)
Spnata by Beethoven, Fantasy in D Minor by Mo-
zart and the Warsaw Concerto Addensell.
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Dybek’s great glft for dialogue, plus
his fine abllity to create characters
that seem to walk right off the page.
One of the most memorable of these
is Ziggy Zillnsky.

Even though 2Ig Is just one of the
boys, he wasn't really “reliable”
even In the days before Pepper Ro-
sado accidentally beaned him with a
baseball bat. 2ig sces Nikita Khru-
shchev on the streets of Chicago falr-
Jy often, along with Bo Diddicy and
Dwight Elsenhower, and Mayor
Daley rummagling around In alley-
way garbage cans. Plaster salnts In
the nelghborhood churches often
wink at him, too. But hls blggest

problem i3 a recurrent nightmare:
on the night the Sox win the pennant,
Chicago Is nuked, and Comlskey
Park ls at ground zero.

The story, vlvid and dream-like at
once, s one of Dybek's personal fa-

girl whosc body is ru-

mored to be scquestered away in an
abandoned, nefghborhood ice house.
“Death of a Right Fielder,” an off-
beat, tragic comlc tale with a speclal
appeal for anyone who has ever
played right field in a neighborhood

bascball game.

“Pet Milk," the concluding story
In the collection, was included in the
0. Henry collectlon for 1986, The
story focuses on a young man who
appears to be on the brink of leaving
“the old neighborhood” to make hls
way In the “real” world.;

“Today I've been drinklng instant
coffee dnd Pet milk, and watching it
snow,” it begins.

Irresistible opening lines. Irreslst.
ible story, too.

iSlplcndld collection. See for your-
scif. .

Sc! your sighls on the utumate
condominium ving Woadridge
Hills, n the quiet. Acarby fovin of

argman.

onvenient 10 the intersection of
US-23 and 1-96. Woodrrdge Hills
featutes elegant 2-bed:com 2-bath
condominiums, some with lotts,
allin awooded park-like sething.
Complete with a
fireplace, full
basement, 2.car
qarage, deck,
apphiances, car-
peting and air-
conditioning.
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4493 Beallerson Dr. - Bloomfield Hills

N. of Lone Yine Dr., W. of Franklin Rd.
THE ULTIMATE COLONIAL! 2 matrer suites, Previc
gious Wabcek! $469.000 3376700

13141 Vernon - Huntington Woods
5, of Lincola, E. of Coalidge
MAGNIFICENT updated kitchen aad family coom, firer
place in liviog coom and masiee bedruom. Home War-
ranly. $139.900 337:6700

U S e AR TS TS, e
21311 Dartmouth, Sauthfield
N. of 11 Mile, E. of Lahser
BEACON SQUARE - Walk ¢n Swim Club atd Elementa-
ey Schoal, Nice 3 bedroom colonial with 2v bachs, fam-
ily toom with fireplace and nicely finished basemear,
$113,900 (D:213) 831-4400

5 3%

SOUTHFIELD CONDOS!
RANCH STYLE 2 bediooms, family room/fireplace,
$73,777 (E-19500) 5576700
Rouge Rirer, woods. 2 hed-
ro0ms, much updating! $54.900 {5-23360) $57-6700
THREE NEDROOMS, 2% baihs, largest unit style in
complex. $82,300 {G-253) 3376

ROYAL OAK

OPEN SUN

M

2230 14 Mile
ide of 14 Mile, E. of Coolidge

wvely 2 bedeanm, 2 hath first Roor con-
do. Spacious liviag room and watk-out tu patio aad gar-
den. $67,000 (F-225) 6476400
THE HOME FOR YOU! Large updared Souibficld colo-
nial. 4 bedrooms, 2V baths. 12 Mile/Laher arca.
$118,230 (CC287) $37:6700

MUCH UPDATING. 2 bedrooms, 2 haths, clubhouse,

pool, carpuet. $49.900 (S-30232) 3376700

BALMORAL « 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, basemens, pool and

more! $39.900 (5-30240) 537-6700

NEWER CONSTRUCTION tudor siyle ranch, 2 bed-
baths. $75,000 (E-19520) $57-6700
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g Americans can enjoy a peaceful evening at
; . home because our amed forces guarantee
b that peace. All around the globe, at sea and Making you proud of your country.
" ashore, men and women of the U.S. Navy are '
working hard to safeguard your tomorrow.

IT°S YOUR NAVY. .

They're protecting you, representing you and
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