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School daze

High-tech surroundings
aid in teaching of 3Rs

*HiH

11 it’s been a whlle since you've set
foot in a new school, you could get
the ldea ~ erroncous, educators and
archltects say — that the littde ved
school house has evolved Into a pal-
ace,

Carpeted classrooms and corrie
dors. Separate ouislde entrances to
cach classroom. Theaters, Child de-
velopment centers, Auxiliary rooms
for counseling and Individual tutor-
Ing.
Computer centers. Lavatories in
every classroom. Audlo-visual com-
munication capabillties between the
office and classrooms. Alr condltion-
ing.

Not necessarily all in the same
building, mind you, but representa.
tive of what's golng into new schools.

Palaces?

Get real, said Willlam Pearson,
principal at Pilymouth-Canton’s
Hoben Elementary School, which
opened in 1988,

“An analogy to me is the medical
profession. Forty years ago, we
dldn’t know anyihing about polio. We
didn’t stop doing rescarch.

“WE NAVE learned through re-
search and expertence that kids need
hands-on manipulatives to learn.
Some do well pushing peneil pencil
across paper, Some need more visu-
al, some need tactlle manipulatives
to learn.”

‘That requires more storage space,
more work stations and building
areas with multiple uses such as a
music room behlnd the stage at one
end of a tunch room.

Listen (o Alfred Goebel. His archi-
lectural firm, Hasilngs & Chlvett,
deslgned the new South Lyon High
School now under construction.

“It (a palace mentality) is rldicu-
lous. It's a knee-jerk reactlon. That's
just an emotional statement. If peo-
ple just understand what's provided,
they would understand It's not a pal-
acc or Taj Mahal,” Goebel sald,

TEACIIING METHODS have
changed from line-‘em-vp-and-tetl-"
em-how-It-Is lo small group, hands-
on instructlon. So If ferm follows
function, It’s reasonable ta expect
that school buildings would change,
too.
"You have 4- and 5-year-olds who
have had a couple of years on a com-
puter,” sald Kathryn Whson, next
year's princlpal at Deertleld Ele-
mentary under constructfon in the
Avondale School District. “We just
hlnvn‘u lot of high-tech parts to our

lves.”

Warking In small groups, develop-
Ing thinking skills, asking questions
are key clements to cooperative
learning, she safd,

That leads to computer rooms
built into medla centers and smaller

Today’s schools designed

‘You have 4- and 5-
year-olds who have
had a couple of years
on a computer, We just
have a lot of high-tech
parts to our lives,

— Kathryn Wilson

rooms within individeal classrooms
{or directed activitles.

THE DAYS when a school board
glves an architect carte blance on a
school profect are over.

“You're just not allowed to go
through and selectively design a
bullding and hope everyone likes it,”
sald Thomas Kowalskl, a project
manager for TMP Associates, whose
flrm designed the new Deertleld Ele-
mentary.

Nowadays, committees of staff,
administration and parents work
with architects. Four hundred par-
ticlpated in the deslgn and promo-
thon of South Lyon High, Goebel sald.

Some school admlnistrators hire a
constructlon manager cven belore
an archltect to get a better handle on
costs and to smooth communtcations
between themselves, archltects and
parents.

“IT'S NOT that architects are fall-
Ing In their task or duty. It's just lay
people haven't had exposure and op-
portunlty to work with graphle
tools,” sald Charles Opferman, dl-
rector of design phase services for
Barton Malow, a construction man-
agement/general contractlng firm.

“We're trylng to put together the
best set of minds so0 we can antlels
pate problems down the road and -
solve them now rather than waiting = ol ”
to pap up later.” boyaead * -

Perhaps the biggest change in ., -
schoo) architecture in recent years is e V3
the realizatlon that buildings are = P S
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used beyond 3 p.m. by other than
traditional students.

“I like the idea of a school being
used day and night,” sald Willlam
Brubaker, vice chairman of Perkins
& Will, which designed the new Troy
High Schoal.

That's why high schools have
poals, theaters and gyms that can be
used by community groups and stu-
dents, he sald.

The new South Lyon High School
will have 2 lounge and activily room
specifically for senlor cltlzens, plus
a child-development center as part
of the home econemnlcs wing,

“It {schoo) deslgn) acknowledges
that not everyone in high school 1s
between 16 and 18," Gocbel sald.
“We're trying to make this building
have a real-warld feel to It.”

for all ages, all activities

Hoben Elementary School, bullt at a cost of $4.4 million,
consists of 22 classrooms, a gym, a separate cafeteria/stage
with a_music room behind the stage, an art/activity room,
several small conference rooms and a media center with a
connecting compuler reom.

Two pairs of classrooms in the Canton Township school
have dividing walls that can be removed for team teaching.
‘The hallways and classrooms are carpeted. Each classroom
has lts own lavatory, drinking fountaln and exterior extrance.

Blackboards extend all the way to the floor to allow for
mote partleipation. Walls are magnetized for caster display of
class work.

Everything was Included for an educatlonal reason, said
William Pearson, principal.

Conference rooms? *We use them for soclal workers, psy-
chologlsts, If they're working with Kids, apeech teachers,”
Pearson sald. “They're very helpful because there's 56 much
speciallzation.”

Carpeting? “It's cheaper, looks nicer, it's softer, quieter,”
Pearson added.

. LAVATORIES, drinking fountains and scparate exterlor en-
teances cut down on foot trafflc In the corridors, Also, there's
some sentlment that classrooms should reflect a 3

DIVERSITY, shared uses, storage space all have become
Important when designing new schools,

Projected cost of a new Troy High School .
struction s $33.5 milion, | |7 8" Sehool now under con

““Troy High School has been given a lot of atlention to class-
rooms and labs,” sald William Brubaker, whose architectural
{lrm designed the facility.

“Sclence labs will be state of the art. It will have a better

musle facllity — more functional, more fexibte, better acous-
tics," Brubaker sald,

Then there's bullding use alter regutar class hours regard.
less of the size of the school.

“You keep fInding greater expectations on the educational
system,” said Charles Opferman, who oversees school projects
fora B tetion

*Schools roles in society are contlnulng to change,” he sald.
“We find demands on the bullding in that it's no longer a six-
hour day bulldng.

“WHAT IS forcing change is outside the curriculum itself,
uulng‘s llkuszn(chkcy programs, community use for athietics,

homelike environment to facilitate learning.
* Kathryn Witson will be principal of Deerfield Elementary
when It opens in Rochester Hills next fall,

« “Wo would never presume to replace the home,” she said.
''We try to make our cnvironment relate to chitdren . , . a
responsiveness to the need for light, color, comfort.”

+ Unlque features of Deerfleld, to be bullt and equipped at an
estimated cost of $5.1 million, include;

.

{ @ A multipurpose room which can be divided by a movable
fall into a gym and lunchroom. An aren behind the atage of
e lunchroom will be used as a musle room and ¢l {for

, Some Troy schools operate as branch-
esof the (city) lbrary,” Ople ermn;’sald. pere .

Taxpayers are getting better value for thelr dollars today
with advﬂnm in bullding technology and cnergy conserva-
tlon, 2ay. Involving many seg: of the commu-
nity in the planning process also assures consensus on value.

“I'm a great believer in schools ought to respond to the
unique nature of the community," Brubaker sald,

“'A high school Is like a flagship,” sald Alfred Goebel, princl-
palinan Il'dllll‘cll:.lal firm, “It's a aymbo? of a community's

talented and gifted classes,

» ® A combination art/science room.

3 ® A separate enclosed room within each classroom for
gmall group projects or inatruetlon,

highest .

“That's what education Ls all about ~ preparing for the
next generatlon, the future," sald Opferman, “Someona pald
Lor us and It's our responsibllity to care for the next genera.

on." Yo
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The floor plan and model of Deerfield El-
ementary School in Rochester Hills re-
flect architectural features that promote
current philosophles In education,
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After 39 years of building homes, Jve learned lthal it is
impossible o forccast when any particidan home will
soll, but J'ue toe

Ay z{idnppoin/a{
people who misted
the hame lhal they
thought would be
lthere when they

PP were ready.
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