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County residents denied ‘campvention’ appeal

‘The Michlgan Supreme Court has
denied an environmental group a
chance to appeal the state’s decislon
to allow a “campvention” in High-
land Recreation Area of northern
Oakland County.

“We are not persuaded that the
questions presented should be re-

From OCC to Abu Dhabi in pursuit of

Continued from Page 5

“The real measure of a college Is
the quallty of instructlon offered in
the classroom,” he insists.

ASKED ABOUT the blggest disap-
In his carcer,
didn’t hesltate, “The general public
doesn't understand the value of com-
munity colleges,” he said, “They
don't apprectate what thelr tax doi-
lars provide.”

Nicholson sces OCC as a place for
peaple still searching. Some siudents
— those who didn't live up to thelr
potential in high school - use com-

viewed by this court,” sald the high
court's one sentcnee announcement.
The etfect is Lo uphold & 3.0 Court
of Appeals ruling of last September.
That ruling upheld Oakland Clreuit
Judge Robert Anderson's refusal to
prohibit 15,000 members of the
Michigan Campers and Hikers Asso-

munity colleges as a place to prove
themselyes, so they can go on to a
four-year institution like Michigon
State,

Others, including some with mas-
ters degrees, see community cole
leges as a place to develop addl-
tlonal skills. “Their degree might be
in ecanomilcs or polltical science, bul
now they're in supervislon and want
to develop those skills,” he sald.

Still others — including high
school drop-outs — start out “just to
take a few courses,” Nicholson said.
“Once they realize they can de col-
lege-level work, they often go on to

clatlon from holding a week long
campventlon at Highland In July of
1988,

LOSER WAS the Highland Recre-
ation Defense Foundatlon, a non-
profit group of mostly nearby resi-
dents.

Winner was the Natural Hesources

bigger and better things.”

For some students, community
colleges are the difference hetween
belng on welfare, or in prison, and a
preductive life with a rewarding job
or career.

Regardless of student motivation,
Nicholson sald the return is enor-
mous. “Nothing In our society ac-
complishes so much good for such a
little [nvestment.”

NICHOLSON SAID he wasn't
looking for greener horizons last
February when he received a phone
message about the United Arab
Emirates looking for a top college

Commission and Department of Nat-
ural Resources {DNR), which grant-
ed the permit,

The fact that the convention al-
ready has been held was not an Issue
in cither the Appeals Court declslon
because the situation could occur
again. The issues were the propriety

excellence

administrator.

“1 wasn't particularily interest-
ed,” he recalled, “and I recommend.
ud a few friends who might be inter-
ested in the job,”

of allowing a group with 4,700 recre-
ational vehicles on the site and possi-
ble environmental damage.

The 5,600-acre Highland State
Recreatlon Area is a former sum-
mer estate of auto ploneer Henry
Ford.

The appeals court pane} — veter-
an Judge Harold Hood, first year
Judge Mark Cavanagh and retired
Supreme Court Justice John Filzger.
ald — said:

“It is not a wilderness area. The
park includes fortner farmland and
a former private estate, recreational
areas for activities such as skiing
and boating and u nature reserva-

A few weeks later, gota
more insistent call asking that he in-
tervlew in Toronto. That meeting
went 50 well he accepted an invita-
tion to visit the Unite Arab Emirates
for five days in March.

Nichalson was delighted to learn
Abu Dhabi {the confederation’s capi-
tal) was a beautiful, modern city
with wide streets and modern skys-
erapers.
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Spring Pottery Sale
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in cultured pearls. Hand-knotted and
accented by a diamond and 14k gold clasp, this
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tion. A alely 250 acres were
prepared for NCHA's use. Of that
250 acres, between 120 and 130 re-
quired little preparation,” they said.
THE APPEALS court held:
® The defense foundation made

OFF DIST. WST
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no claim that it would suffer dam-
ages and has ro legal standing.

® DNR's expenditure was not an
appropriation of public money for
private purposes and thus didn't re-
quire a two-thirds vote of the Legis-
lature. “The granting of exclusive
use for a limited time appears to be
a reasonable accommodation which
wauld be to the benefit of everyone
seeking 1o use the park,” the appeals
courts said.

® The foundation failed to estab-
lish that there would be enviornmen-
tal damage 10 justify court interven-
tlon. Although many small irees
were removed, Vit appears that the
overwheltnlng majority efthe work
was of a temporary nature, eithe
because it would be removed after
the campvention or because the land
would be allowed to return to its nat
ural state.”
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