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Forensics hangs on in Farmingion schools

By Casey Hana
staff writor

placed fifth in the state for im.
promptu while Harrison

Coaches at two of three high
schools in Farmington are toughing
it out to keep alter-hours forensles
programs golng, helping students de-
velop speaking skills and self-confl-
dence.

At Harrlson High, third-year
coach Linda Hanson handled only aix
students thls yenr, while forensics
coaching veteran Glna VanHomn at
Farmington High flnished her 18th
year with a group of 12-20 students.

A once-active forensics program
for North Farmington appears to be
defunct.

DESPITE NO set district budget
and what coaches belleve is weak
support, the two active programs
sent students to state competition
this spring, with three from Harrison
and flve from Farmington High
competing.
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sophemore Ellen Goldsteln made It
{0 state semifinals In the broadcast.
ingcarnpeuuon

‘s really underrated,” Vantorn
said. “T think academic compeuuun
should be hightighted. It's molding
thelr {the students’) future.”

MUCT OF the problem, according
to both coaches, is that students,
schoo) admlnblralurs and the gener-
nll pub]ic don’t know what “foren-
sles”

Hanson, a 1581 Harvison graduate,
became involved in coachlng be-
couse of her Interest in forensles
whlle a student there.

‘The program helped “my confl-
dence, my sclf-esteem a great deal,”
she said. “That was the biggest thing
with me,"

IN ADDITION to Goldsteln, Harri-
son senlors Jennifer Church and Erl-
ca Watnick also competed at state.

From Farmington High, in addi-
tlon to Earles, sephomore Candice
Enerlo, junlor Roopa Kadiwala,
Ashish Panchal and sen-

The speaklng petl
tion Invalves 14 categories, including
storytelling, public address and per-
suaslve speaklng, in which students
compete using skills they have de-
velo)

In Farmlnglnn schools, forensics
is an extracurricular, dvnc strictly
after schoot hours. In some other dis-
tricts, it is integrated Into the curric-
u}?m where classes In Iorcnslcs are
offel

» In-planit cloaning.
dy::rmlns cariains, lin
an Iamp shndns

for Laurcn Weary all competed.

English departments at both high
schools help the programs along, by
letting coaches come Into classes (n
the fall and promote the forensles
program, which begins winter se-
mester.

“Once they're hooked, they fall in
love with it,”" Hanson sald.

CHURCH GOT involved with the
program “on a whim,” she sald,

“It’s been a ot of fun. We know
more about what’s going on. I speak
better In front of peaple.

Watnick believes her experience
In forensles wlill help her with col-
lcge and a carecer,

“Since middle school, I've always
been invelved in public speaking. 1
think I like this beuer than drama —
1t's all personal.”

continue their programs next year,
and hope to gencrate addltional stu-
dent Interest and communlty support
for their programs.

1 was really tempted to glve It up
this year,” VanHorn said, “but you
ook out and sce those faces and

They would like to see more
monetary support for the program,
as well., Students now must supple- ..
ment any financing with candy sales
and dances. B

“When was the last time football
players had to sell M & Ms for their

BOTH COACHES sald they planto  they'reso eager.”
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» SPECIAL SHOW HOURS 4
Friday, June 8th, 7-10 p.m”
Natorday, June Hih, 1 wm.=3 p.m.
The wrtlst will be present. Please
joln us und bring your friendsy.
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Regular Gallery Hours:
Tues.~Fri. 10-3 p.m. and
Sat. 11-5 p.m. ar by appolatment.
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of its Troy office
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Troy, Michigan
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facial paralysis and car-refated problems in adults and children.

27555 Middlebelt Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018 Troy. Michigan 48084
(313) 476-4622 (313) 244-9399
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1350 Kirts Boulevard, #1490

Specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of hearing and balance disorders,
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