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AKE HEED, Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills taxpayers. More than 60 per-
cent of every local tax dollar goes to the

Farmington school dislriet - vegatd-
less of whether you ¢ schoul-age Kids.

If that’s not reason cnough to vote in the
Farmington schuol board election next Mon
June 11, consider that the 11,000-student di
hoasts & $92 million budget. 1.500 eroplovees
30 buildings. You shonhif want a say in the dis
trict's leadership.

Beyond that, span the edneation spee-
trinn: class size, drug-free zones, Ingh-tech
teaching tools, district goals, improving
scores,  special  educiion,  pifted  edue
schools of cho facility improvements, d
income familics, program continuity, halanced
“learning opporfunitics, foreign language, proper.
tax relief.
vear's race for 1wo nonpartisan schiool
S, we support incumbent Jack Inch and
Cathiven Webb.

In evaluating the nine contenders, we consid-
red, campaign questionnaires, forums, inter-
Mviews and literature.

We Jooked for integr

involvement, flexibili-
v tocused,

o raatter how hot a di
o We looked for candida
"Tole of the school board vis
Ltration, the teaching corps. th
the pyblic.

[ WITHIN THIS backdrop, we found more than
Awo candidates qualificd to serve on the scheol
.board. But Inch and Webb bave earned our en-
| dorsement,

Inch is a 12-year incumbent with four children
‘Who have attended Farmingten schools  He
Hrings a heady balance vl s bt talk and mde-
'hendent thinking to the school board.

. An cducator for 34 years, he has been one of
the school board's most vutspoken, incisive trus-
 Lees. He's feisty yet fair-minded. He consistently

suppart staff and

le TV rate
afferd the

hike, we could probably
Playboy Channel.

! Slowly but surely over the last decade,
pews and information (and, yes, entertainmunt)
have been pushed further out of the reich of the
viewing public.

Since its inception, the cost for basic cable
service has nearly tripled in some areas, and
rates for premium channels like HBO, Showtime
and ESPN have doubled. And service doesn’t
seem to be getting any better.

How far will the rate hikes go? For six years,
thanks 1o deregulation. cable companies have
been allowed to charge what they want. Deregu-
lativn was supposed to have fostered competi-
tion, which would have led to competitive rates
and better service,

EF WE HAD a dime tor every

H
1 OBVIOUSLY that bas not happened. and
$omething has to give.

1 Accarding to cable companies, the main rea-
$on for rate hikes is the increased cost in provid-
ing premium channels to subscribers. For exam-
ple. the expense to preduce those made-for-HBO
movies gets passed idong to them and, therefore,

g N

al, well-prepared condidates who care
about this two.year institution
secking three seats on the board of trustees,
! Incumbents Sandra Ritter and Douglas Wake-
{icld are unopposed for re-glection to six-year
erms. Therc was no reason for any significant
opposition. The college has paid attention to ad-
vaneing Oakland's place in a 2ist century, high-
technology world economy.
Two other candidates seck to fill a four-year
vacancy,
Richard Blonde, 35, of Rochester Hills has the
ge of a longer di ated Interest in
OCC. He in making his second run for the board
of trustees, an indicatlon that he is serlous about
serving.
A satisfied OCC customer, Blonde has taken
the equivalent of three years of work toward two

E AKLAND Community College faces a no-
y lose election next Monday, Four ration-
h
i
i
1

are

- not ouly offers a fresh voice and an

‘Vote Monday
Inch, Webb pacea good field

luuks at the big picture.
Inch doesn’t run from controversy nor turn to
mush where the heat is turned np. And he's the
1 to admil the schoul board “doesu't live on a
I

gree with his views, but we
teips off the Kid gloves and

admire the way he
bareknuckles it.

Schuol board treasurer and cconomics depart-

ment cha at Oakland C y College-
O pus, Inch provides invaluable
ght into the inner workings of a complicated
school district budget.

His top priority. improving reading skills,
~stows a keen understanding of public education’s
kev building block,

WEBB'S EASYGUING personality belies her
probing demeanor,
The mother ot two Gill Elementary students

itment to uniting th
ng it She'd represent all taxe
th style and savvy.
steeped in pareatal partici
pation: etement tiendanee area study com-
mittee co-chair, ties study 1ask force steer-
ing cemmitice member, communily education
advisory council co-chair, Gill Elementary PTA
patst president.
qually important, she's nobody’s puppet.
She's articutate but doesn't speak just to be
tieard, She's also strectwise, a good listener and
in touch with the people.

And she recogn

but alsu a comn
trict. not polart
payers — and dc

Her background is

school board member’s
most basic responsibility: “to vole not for your-
self but the district.” We trust she'd fulfill her
pledge to. as a trustee, “get out and talk 1o the
people.”

We have no hesitation in entrusting to Inch and
Webb the crucial job of setting policy for the ed-
ucation of this conmumunity’s most precious re-
source — our kids,

Rate hikes pricing people out

Since its inception, the cost for
basic cable service has nearly
tripled in some areas, and rates
for premium channels like HBO,
Showtime and ESPN have
doubled, And service doesn't
seem to be getting any better.

passed along to us.

Fine. Then pass the buck where it belongs, to
people who buy the premium channels. Reduce
the price for basic cable — which is now running
near $2¢ — or better yet., make it free. Then
coltect an the premium channels, which are now

running near $10. If the wrong people pay for it.

Not everyone needs to have five movie chan-
nels, but everyone should be allowed access to
information and other services that only cable
provides. People with lower and fixed incomes
shouldn’t be priced out of watching video-taped
city council meetings, local police safety shows
and meet the candidates night.

OCC election |
Blonde is serious about serving

degrecs, in business and data processing. He has
no axes Lo grind. He has studied the budgets. He
knows the condition of the buildings and cquip-
ment from a user's point of view, Blonde is typl-
cal of a generation of OCC students — young
professlonals with families and advancing ca-
reers — and merits clection,

Jay B. Shah’s candidacy has been healthy. Vice
president of a eivil enginerlng firm, Shah, 43, of
Waterford has splendid L
credentials and impressive political endorse-
ments but lacks a previous demonstrated com-
mitment to the college. If elected, however, he
would bring the board great talent.

The board's biggest challenge thls year will be
to seek a fifth giant as chlef exccutlve officer
replacing R. Stephen Niche! All d
are committed to an ¢pen interview process, We
look forward to continued progress at OCC.

FOR SOME residents, the dowa.
pour that pelted Farmington Hills
June 21, 1989, meant nothing more
than flooded roads and yards.

But for folks in flood-prone areas,
it was a llving hell.

For them, the Hoodwaters left an
indelible imprint, turning roads into

lakes, houses into islands, b
into cesspools, heirlooms Into junk
and doorwall glass into shards,

And the drama that unfolded as
the Rouge and its tributaries rose re-
fenttessly during the mighty storm
still haunts the victims.

Take it from Westbrooke Manor
subdivision resident Max Simon,
whose home sustained $15,000 in
damage when the creek behind it
overflowed. "Many of our people
live In utter terror whenever the
skies cloud over or they wake up and
it’s raining heavily.”

“Our homes,” he added, “are still
in as great a danger today as they
were a year agp."

When the driving rain subsided
last June, it quickly became clear
the city had 1o divert as much storm-
water as possible from flowing into
sanitary sewers and over creek
banks.

IN THE aftermath of the last big
ftood in 1981, Farmington Hills drew
up a master storm drain plan, built
the $5 miltion Caddell Drain at 10
Mite and Grand River and made $3

million in citywide drain improve-
ments.

In 1984, voters defeated a capital
improvement tax by a 2-1 margin, a
strange defeat given a major flood
three years before.

That defeat, coupled with lighter
rains, scemed to pull clty officials
away from major nelghborhood
drain Improvements. Still, the city
has budgeted from $470,000 to $1
milllon a year on dralns the last four
years.

In the wake of last year's cloud-
burst, City Manager Bill Costick
didn’t lunge for excuses. He respond-
ed quickly and sensibly to public

ending battle

SELECTED AREAS will benefit
but the whole clty will be assessed.
And { have no qualms with that. Eve-
ry taxpayer has a vested Interest in
the stability of our meighborhoods
and the welfare of our resldents.

The $18-mllllon city project will
supplement $65 million in planacd
Evergreen-Farmiogton  Sanitary
Sewer System improvements, de-
slgned In part te stop stormwater
Irom penetrating aging sewer plpds
and spurring a sewage backup In
heavy rains,

But let's not be too excited once
these drain and sewer Improvements
take shape. We must assure we don't
don blinders and overload the very
storm draln network we're improv.
ing.

Al the same time, we must im-
press on our neighbaring communi-
ties to the north and west — West
Bloomfleld, Novl, Commerce Town-
ship — the urgency In casing up-
stream stormwaler storage capacity
preblems.

outery. He the
gears in motion fer massive infras-
tructure repairs,

His plan: $18 million in mainly
stormwater storage capaclty im-
pr in three over
drainage districts.

To finance the work, Costick pro-
poses a 20-year, county-adminis-
tered bond Issue. A special §.6-mill
city tax will be Jevied to pay off the
bulk of the constructlon bonds.

Farmingiton readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
ohone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them, Send lelters 10
Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farming-

ton 48024,

the eity must continue
1o monltor flood-prone areas and
stay up on the availability of flood
relief programs and flood plain in-
surance. . X
Under Costlck’s leadershlp, I'm
the clty
will continually preach flood preven-
tion to employees and resldents, !
Farmington Hills, quite simply.
must run roughshod en flood control:
Bols Sklar is editor of the Farm-
tngton Qbserver.

T T

City earns
pat on back

To the edltar:

I would Ilke to commend the city
of Farmington for Its excellent job
of Informing and educating resldents
about the recent sewer upgrade
project,

An Interested and informed elec-
torate turned out in credible num-
bers Lo decide the issue. The mail-
ings and public meetings arranged
by the clty were well done. § credit
the high voter turnout to the city's
efforts. Good jab,

Laura Myers,
Farmington

No-knock:
not off base

wo the editor:

I am havlng difficulty understand-
ing how you can perceive Hause Bill
6319 (a.k.a. no-knock bill) as a vehi-
cle to “deprive citlzens of thelr con-
stitutional rights.”

It you are such an advocate of our
Judiclal system, you must then real-
ize the hurdles pollce offlcers are
confronted with to oblaln a search
warrant, let alone one with a no-
knock clause,

Dick f[sham gencrat imanager

The Fowth Amendiment doos not
guaraniee our privacy as you pro-
claim. Rather, it is our protection
against unreasonable search and
selzure.

It is not unreasonable to allow po.
lice officers armed with a court or-
der to enter without announcing
(heir presence to reduce the opportu-
nlty for drugs Lo be flushed, ingested
or otherwise destroyed.

The Detrolt News fcatured a
front-page artlcle the same day your
edltorial appeared that echoed a
sense of disturbing lrony, “Vielence
In schools moves to suburbs.”

Suburban school violence Is nur-
tured by socictal problems — guns,
drugs and a lack of supervislon,

Robert Trojanowicz, director of
crlminology at Michigan State Uni
versity, was quoted, “Violence is on
the increasc and will cluster around
the areas where you have the great-
est erlme and drugs.”

Come on, now, Let's stop saylng no
to no-knock and listen to our chil-
dren saying no to drugs.

Qur forclathers were not witness
to chemlcally addicted, crazed Indi-
viduals toting fully automatlc weap-
ons. You want your privacy? Simply
say no to drugs.

Tom Cox,
Farmington Hills
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Ryain White-

story: telling

To the editor:

Ryan Whlte was anly 18 when he
died from AIDS on April 8. His story
is about AIDS. His stery is also about
how we, as human belngs, treat each
other. It goes beyond AIDS.

Ryan had to fight to stay In school,
At a time when he needed other peg-
ple the most, some of thase people
turned their backs on him, But thisls
how some peaple are. b

i

i
Like Ryan we, too, need other pui-
ple. There are times we need them a
Iot. We do need each other. We don’%
want to feel abandoned in particulh}
by our loved ones and friends. Bl
there are some people who coupd
turn away. No matter who we arg,
we need cach other. Whether we akd
popular or unpopular, fumous or ul-
known, rich or poor. "

Ryan reminds us all that none bl
us is Immottal. How many of those
people who turped thelr backs on
Ryan mourned hls death?

His candle is out now. But for us,”
our candle s1ill burns. We can tearn
a lot from Ryan, by looking at our-
selves in the mirvor and examining
aursclves. :
“Verhion C. Kielpinskt,

. F"nrmlnlinu s
N .

Al




