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points of view

Jaded materialism doesn’t permeate suburbs

GIVEN OUR level of prosperily
and the quallty of life in southeast-
cern Michlgan, ene-waould think this [s
the top of the heap.

Yet two educational teaders — R.
Stephen Nicholson and C. Netson
Grote — have chosen 1o move on.
And it appears they haven't changed
thetr goals about educating the com-
munitles they serve.

Nicholson, at 64, coult have re-
tired as Oakland Community Col-
lege's chlel exccutive in a short
spell. He chose instead to head for
the United Arab Emirates, a hot hul
wealthy little nation whose inland
border with Saudi Arabia is so sandy
that it's not even defined on my

globe,

“IT'S NOT an
country. I's highly developed,” NI
cholson sald at his going-away party
last week. “They say they have
400,000 residents and 800,000 expa-
triates who de the work. They told
me they'd have trouble fixing an ele-
vator without outside help. They
want to learn to operate their own
country.”

As of this week, Nicholson ts vice
chancellor in charge of the colleges
vt technology. He reports to a chan-
cellor instead of a seven-member
vlected board.

in his earlicr years, Nicholson was
a miissionary, and a strong streak of
the Christian humanitartan shows
through. 1 ebserved it Jast November
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on a trip with him and ether commu-
nity college leaders to that wretched
stretch of the earth known as the
Gaza Steip.

But Nichelsen isn't going to the
United Arab Emirates with mission-
ary work in mind. He camhdl; ad-
mitted they got him by “flattery.”
They said they had the money 10 hire
the best. and he was the best.

Teq,chers sometimes
couch their viewpoint

Q: My fifth grade son's report

cnrd had a written comment. It said,

“lle needs help In learnlng to ex-
press himself at the, apprapriate
time.” T have recelved, similar com.
ments an report cards about my
three chlldren over the years and
sometimes § am not surc what the
comments truly mean. Can you
kelp?

A: Elementary teachers often use
cuphemisms to keep from putting
kids down and not offend parents in
the hope the child will grow out of
any Inappropriate behavlor.

Since you and I are {ricnds and
have discussed the teacher's com-
ment, you know I am responding to
the typical teacher type euphemism
with tongue in cheek.

“He needs to express himself at
appropriate times” probably means
hie blurts out in class and interrupts
othier students and the teacher and
should keep his mouth shut when oth-
ors are speaking.
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Let’s think of some olhers and
what the teacher really means:

“Will accomplish a task when in-
terested and frequently stimulated.”
This means he/she won't work until
the teacher is pushing her cvery
mmuu: of the day,

“Is a nice boy but sometimes re-
sorts to physical means to win his
point with smaller chlldren.” He s
probably a bully who will eventually
get his “clock cleaned” when he
pushes the wrong kid.

“Needs to develop a sense of inde-
pendence, he only seems secure in
group situations.” He can't iake a

decision — a born follower.

“Needs some dlrection in lmpmv‘
ing 1able manners jn the cafeteriz.”
This could mean he/she has disgust-
ing eating habits and everyone
knows it,

“Sometimes shows a lack of matu-
ity in relationshlps with others.”
Acts like a baby and should grow up.

“Needs guidance In develaping
good hygiene habits." Needs to take

abath.

Teachers care about their children
and therefore use cuphemisms so as
not to destroy thelr relationship,
However, 1 ofien wonder if parents
were fully aware of the messages
being given in sefter language,

Dr. Jumes Dople is a former as-
sistant  superintendent in  the
Troy School District. Questions
Sor this column showid be sent to
Doc Doyle. /e Observer & Eveen.
tric. Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonic 45150,
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and cul-
wral nnlhropo[ogm In his new job
on the Persian Gulf, just a short
Jjaunt from Iran, he will help gulde a

Middle tern il nation into the
208t century, Much as he toved Oak-
Jund Cu it owas an offer he
couldi'ty tuse

Lonly twpe he duesn't melt in the
110-degrue heat.

GROTE WAS president ol Schoel
craft Cotlege in northwestern Wayne
County for the better part of a dec-

, ade, bringing on u ot of technelogy

programs and surviving two recese
sions.

He Jeft for whit looked like an ide-
al two-campus job in Spokane,
Wash., but aboul three 5 age he
went back to a four-year coltege to

which he had strong tics,

it’s Morchead State University,
and it’s in the Appalachiun fouthills
of eastern Kentucky. Grote sent me
4 loca) newspaper supplement short-
ly after his arrtval. One had ta read
between the lines, but it Jooked as if
be had walked into a hornet's nest.

“It was a hornet’s nest all right.”
Grote agreed at a recent social gath-
ering of the Schooleraft Old Guard.

“They had Jost students. They came
within an inch — within an inch — of
bemg closed and converted (o a pris-
an.

What' a sad soclal comtnentary
(hat would have been!

To ake several years of wark
nto a shory story, Grote has led a
turnaround. The student body has
grown from 5000 to some 8.500.

Most of the students come from
nearby counties. It's not the kind of
comfertable, middle-tlass existence
of Livenla, Garden City and Ply-
mout-Canton. But Grote has a sense
of accomplishment,

“At commencement. Nelson aslu
the graduates who are the first §n
their families to attend college to
stand.” said Wilma Grote, his excit-
cd wife of 41 years. A lot of them
stand, A o1

Idealism. Devotion to teaching.
Who said the suburbs are loaded
with jaded materialism?

Tim Richard is director of the
Suburbun Communications News
Service, SCC js the parent come.
pany of the Obserrer & Eccentric
Newpapers.,

Public deserves say
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THE OLD MAN smiled gently
when 1 told him I had worked in
Farmingion for 10 years.

We were standing on the shores of
Burt Lake, taking in the first glints
of summer sun, The Saginaw area
was hls home now, had been for
many years. But in 1935 he had
worked in Farmington.

“I get back to that area once In a
while to visit a friend. Sure has
changed.” he remarked, looklng out
over the sandy beach.

His eyes glistened, as he recalled
the old golf course which once
graced the west side of town just off
Grand Rlver and all the old farms
north of 10 Mile.

‘Than he hesltated, looked around
and sald:

“You know, those malls out there
in Novi are really something. I've
just never really scen anything like
that.” There was a bit of gleeful mis-
chief in bls veice, referring to the
mega-development around Novi
Road and 1-96.

Alter a moment, he became more
somber.

“T guess I understand the big
malls, It's just too bad that ali the
open land down there is disappear-
ing,” he said, shaking his head.

“Nobody minds development, but

9 Steve
Barnaby

it looks llke somebody down there
wants to make sure that there Esn't
one picce of empty space left.”

THIS CONVERSATION came
back to me the other day when read-
Ing about the Ilegislation our
lawmakers are contemplating. It's a
package that certalnly deserves sup-
port from anyone who rcally cares
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trolied growth with little thought
xiven to the impact on the cammunl-

Bul State Rep. David Hnnlgman
R-West Bloomfleld, is sponsoring a
package of Icglslntlnn that he hopes
wlll bring back some sanlty to the
development process. In part the
package would give some clout :to
mun!elpalluu that wish to be some+

thing other than a series of slrip
malls.

Nothlng partlcularly radical about
these bills, Basically the proposed
laws expand the deflnition of “park"!
to include open space, natural arcas;
wildlife areas and bird sanctuaries;
If passed the legislation would allow
communltles to make special assess;
ments to preserve open space nnq
natural areas.

Not surprlsllrégly, the Sou!heasum
Buil

Michl

about a more orderly d
of this reglon,

For a decade now some develop-
ers have been having a field day see-
ing to it that wherever there was an
empty space, a stip mall, bank, off-
lee building or house was coverlng it

Local offlclals, for the most part,
either went along with this Jalssez
falre development orgy or just threw
thelr hands up In frustration. The re-
sults were predictable — uncon.

and
the Apartment Association of Mlchl‘
£an are opposed to enactment. They
fear the use of eminent domain ln
stop development.

Nothing to fear. It will be a rellef
fo bave control of development back
in the hands of the public rather than '
the private sector, which has demon:
strated that its greed in too many
cases overcomes any sense of dvlc
responsiblllty.
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of Fame
May 27 - July 22, 1930

The Detroit Institute of Arts R
5200 Woodward Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48202

General Information: (313) 833-7900

Ticket Office: (313) 833-2323
Exhibition admission: $3;

~Children under 12 and members: free.
Museum Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday

Closed Mondays hohdays.

Admission to the museum is lree donaticns of $2 per, adult suggested.
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