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State funding OK’d for Haggerty Connector

By 8heila Phlliipe
spoctal writer

State transportation officials ap-
proved $34 milifon in funding for the
Haggerty Road Connector on May
23, despite n wetlands squabble
threatening to put the project on

old. \

"V’v’e Knrc golng ahcad as planncd
and still hope to start

‘The EPA has a complaint, but it won't
stop us from completing the
environmental impact statement.’

— Hank Lotoszinski
MDOT planner

this fal) sald Hank Lotoszinski,
Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation plansier, “If the project loses
its standing, the money would mere-

velopment Fund.
1f the connector galns federal ap-
proval, including the required envl-
Im|

ly be appropri

The 1991 project budget includes a
$11.5-million grant from the Michl-
gan Transportation Economic De-

pact fund-
ing Is tn place to begin work In Octo-
ber on the six- to cight-lane
boulevard, to be built a half-mile

west of Haggerty Road from 12 Mile
Lo Pontlac Trail.

Minor work will begin thls Octo-
ber, followed by ad work on

run (lrom north of 12 Mile to Pontlac
ail.

BUT THE US. Envlronmental
Protection Agency has thrown a kink
into the plans by that

nances and say they will sign off on
the document even if the ordinances
are not In place.

Representives from affected com-
munitles serving on the project's pol-

ment on local rights of sclf-
government,

Of the affected communitics,
Novi, West Bloomficld Townshlp and
Wolverine Lake Village have wet-

all affected communitles adopt wet-
lands ordinances or before work can
begin.

MDOT and Federal Highway Ad-
minlstration offlcals, however,
maintain that the profect is still on
track.

“The EPA has a complaint, but it
won't stop us from completing the

the Interchange at 12 Mile connect-
ing 1-96, 1275, and 1-696 at 12 Mile
in 1891. In 1992, construction would

Winds collapse wall at new school

Continued from Page 1

Detroit Edison offlclals said there
were delays of several hours before
they could respond to most repair
calls.

THE FARMINGTON Hills Police
Department fared no better. High
winds knocked out power there, fore-
ing use of emergency generators
from 6 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Sunday. The
department switched to emergency
phones from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“It was somewhat of an inconven-
lence with our (annua) police depart-
ment) open house Sunday,” Police
Chief Willlam Dwyer said.
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In Farmington, the public safety
department logged more than a doz-
en reports of downed wires and
trees. Incldents were reported along
Wesley, Orchard Lake, Hilvlew,
Floral, Cloverdale, Lakeway and
Farmington Road, A pole flre broke
out [n the 33000 block of Shlawassee
at 6 p.m, Sunday.

In Farmington Hills, damage was
estimated at $18,000 when an indus-
trlal heat treating furnace ignited
after malfunctioning when power
was lost at 10:30 a.m, Sunday. Fire-
flghters used a foam solution to ex-
tingulsh flames in the ofl furnace at
Specialty Steel Treating, 20723 Sun-
nydale,
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Dozens of reports of downed trees
and arcing wlres caused plenty of in-
convenlence In Farmington Hills,
For example, a tree was reported
across the road at Knlghten and
Halsworth and lightnlng struck a
telephone pole at Grand River and
Drake at 11 p.m. Saturday.

At 2 p.m. Sunday, a tree fell on the
rool of a car westbound on High-
meadow. The same tree fell on a car
parked In front of a housc along that
street, Also Sunday, a tree fell on a
car parked on Tuck.

Staff writer Bob Skiar contrib-
uted to this report.
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envir Impact
Lotaszlnski said.

FHA oflicials maintain they don't
have the authority to requlre local
communities to adopt wetlands ordi-

icy adopted a
in March supporting the FHA's posl-
tion,

‘The resolulion, which was drafted
by Novl City Council Member Mar-
tha Hoyer, was recently slgned by
elecied offlclals and s on its way to
the EPA.

The EPA's request for local wet-
lands protectlon was

lands Farmington Hills
and Walled Lake do not.

The proposed boulevard will dis-
turb about 30 acres of wetlands. But
no net loss Is anticipated because
new wetlands will be recreated in
areas surrounding the highway, ac-
cording to MDOT,

EPA offlclals, however, are con-
cerncd about wetlands affected by

that will

made desplte federal mandates pro-
tecting wetlands five acres or larg-
er, The Haggerty pollcy group majn-
talns that this request is an infringe-

he project. But MDOT and lhe'pollv
cy commilttee believe development
will eccur with or without the Hag-
gerty Road Connector.
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