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T'S ALWAYS A pleasure to

Interview young people

who have embarked on 'a

voyage of sclf-discovery

with clearly defined travel plans

and their bags packed with intel-
ligence aod energy.

Eric Klngston of West Bloom-
field, who recently completed
filming “Them,” is one such indi-
vidual,

Unllke so many would-be per-
formers who started out as three-
year-ald mlce with pink cars in
thelr nursery school plays, Kings-
ton only recently dectded that
acting, writing and, someday, di-
recting, Is the way he wants to
spend his life,

“Acting is a constant challenge
physically and mentally. You can
never learn enough about it” Is
typlcal of Kingston's attitude.
“Knowledge is everything and
I've always done a lot of sclf-edu-
cation, reading on my own,” he
sald.

BORN IN Detroit and graduat-
cd from West Bloomfield High
School, Kingston took a business
degree at Michigan State Unlver-
sity in January 1989, For many
years he watched old movies to
Iearn writing techniques, But he
also was good at Improvising

One of ‘Them’
First role is quite a switch

breathes through a small hole In
the mask leading to his nose. "It
fecls like you're belng burled
allve,” Kingston sald.

“That mask is cight peces and
it's custom-made. It took three,
sometimes four hours, to get into

Kingston, in the final stage, looks lke this in Saxon as the evll
“Them.” The psychological thriller stars John

and the Attle Theatre. The lead in
“Hamlet" and Mare Anthony in
“Jullus Caesar” were hls two ma-
Jor roles.

Kingston refers to Uta Hagen's
“Respect for Acting"” with consid-
erable regard and ?'\gcmu ‘thc

makeup every day, dep g it
the pleces were pre-palnted or
not.”

KINGSTON LOST about 10
pounds durlng fliming of “Them."
Onc day he was [n makeup for 15
hours, and because of the lighting,
they weren't able to shoot at all.

“Acting is a lot of hard work.
People think It looks like fun but
they don't realize when you get a
seript it's just words and you've
got to make [t Uve,” he said,
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skits for famlly and friends. A
fricnd of his sister suggested he
audition for “Them,” a recently
completed Dolphin Production di-
rected by Doug Schultze and star-
ring John Saxon.

He was surprised bul pleased
to be cast as the evil Bobby Jones,
the chief mutant and obedient
servant of the evil Professor
{John Saxon). Filmed at the Clin-

Eric Kingston of West Bloomfield is shown in the second stage
of his transformation into Bobby Jones, chief mutant, in the

movie “Them.”

ton Valley Center in Pontlac, with
the assistance of Gov. James
Blanchard und the State of Michi-
gan, “Them" Is a psycho thriller
where mutants are created by
drug injectlon.

Those injections cause strange

physical changes. Kingston safd,
“I'had no idea what was involved
in full prosthellc mukeup. They
had to take a full mold of my face
which was probably the worst ex-
perience of my life.”

During such work, the actor

That and spendlng 15 hours In
prosthetic devices was a tough
but excitlng first role for Kings-
ton, He Is awailing word on his
audition for the local

“How can you put something
origlnal into the character if you
don’t know who you are?"

WHEN HE WAS cast as the
cvil Bobby Jones, he decided to
make the character unique, He
watched the origlnal Franken-
stein and decided the key was to
make il clear to all viewers that
“No way are you going to get
away from Bobby Jones.”"

Although pleased to have the
role — “I've made a unique mon-
ster, something totally new In a
long legacy of screen monster” —
he the of vi-

“Kill All the Lawyers,” but is
determlned 10 pursue s acling
career.

Prior to “Them,” his acting
was confined to studies at Michi-
gan State University, Cranbrook |

olence in our society and that the
medla contributes to those prob-
lems,

“We show so much violence
and aggresslon on the screen and
TV and In the papers that the

tants by drug injection.

world is desensitized, Some of the
stuff they show on the news, peo-
ple should be horrified from, and
now they just put the news on and
sit down to dinner., What's the
news? Killlngs, rapes, drugs . . .
People can't remain sensltive
when you expose them to that so
many thousands of times.

“So there’s your two points of
view. One, it was a challenge to
ereate a unique character but,
two, violence does desensltlze

ple.

“You know, when you've mak-
Ing the movie, you don’t sce the
violence because everything is
fake. Blood is just dyed syrup, the
skin Is rubber and the bullets are
blanks, But on the screen in the
theater when it's dark, It's real,
Hopelully no one will take it too
far.

“'Violence and sex are tn mov-
ics because they self but they dis-
tort what's reaily important —
drama, comedy, human experl-
ence.””

Erle Kingston, a young man
with talent, energy, Intelligence
and his eye on an acting carcer.
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upcoming
things to do

® NEW SEASON

The Birmingham Theatre's 1990-
91 season will offer six productlons,
Sept. 11 through June 16. Featured
will be four muslcals and the Detrolt
premiere of two Mustcals

for the price of five. For more Infor-
mation call §44-9225 Monday-Friday
from10am.to 5 pm.

® NEW MUSICAL

are “Slngin’ in the Raln,” Sept. 11
through Oct, 14; “Bells Are Ringlng,”
co-produced with the Goodspeed
‘Theatre, Dec, 29 through Jan, 27; a
return_engagment of “Nunsense,”
- Peb, B threugh Mareh 10, 2nd
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Sputh
Pacifle, May 14 through June 16.
Comedles Include “Beau Jest,” Nov,
13 through Dec, 16, and “Shirley Val-
entine," April 2 through May 5. Sea-
son's subscriptions offer six shows

h Village Players will
present a new musical, “Kip Syna.
tra’s Moblle Muslcal,” for a speclal
run to beneflt the Players Building
Fund, The muslcal by Michael C.
Vigilante and Gerald V. Castle is a

zcatlrical Josk ot contemnersry Hves .

ontemporsry

and times. Curtaln time 1s 8:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, June 22-283, 29-30.
Adult tlckets are $8 and student tick-
ets, $6. For reservations call 644-
2075 anytime. Tickets also may be
purchased at the door.

I MEXICAN SAMPLER
PLATTER FOR TWO

Dina In Only » With Coupon » Explros 6-30-90
L Mot v with arry other ofter.

FREE BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Maxican or American Culsivg

Inci :

Steak Fojila, 2 Tacos, |
Chooso  Enchilada, El ||
Padro Burrlio, Tostada, |
Guacomole Dip, Rice & )
Boans.

24366 GRAND RIVER
8 Blocks W. of Telegraph)  537-1450

Peari’s
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@ ART SEMINAR

Artists, flilmmakers and the attor-
neys who represent them will speak
at the annual Art in the Law Semi-
nar from ¢ am. to 5 p.m. Satuday,
June 9, at the Blrmingham-Bloom-
field Art Assocatlon in Birmingham.
Featured speakers Include Nathan
Whilte, producer-director of the fea-
ture film “Carrier,” and Sue Marx,
producer of the Academy-Award-
winning fitm “Young at Heart.” The
$20 reglstration fee includes lunch.
For more information or reserva-
uznn! call Richard Herman at 647-

22,

© AUDITIONS OPEN
The Jewish Community Center,

with Nancy Gurwin Productions,
will hold auditlons for “A Chorus
Line” at 7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday,
June 11-12, at the JCC in West
Bloomfield. Singers and dancers are
needed, The musical opens Saturday,
Sept. 8. For more information call
Nancy Gurwin at 354-0545 or 352-
2797,

© FINAL PLAY

Jewish. Ensemble Theatre com-
pletes lts inqugural scason with a
production of “Slow Dance on the
Kiiting Ground,” Willlam Handley's
exploration of human guilt, rebellion
and desperate search for love, Per-
formances are at the Aaron DeRoy
Theatre In the Jewlsh Community

" A Suite Weekend'

Starting
At

Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM

Sat. 12-11 PM «Sunday 12-10 PM
- 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham —_
35  ea-2013 [0
by .

Al 1 two it e with living
room, private bedroom, wet bar with refrigerator,
three telephones, and two color TVs.

Two hour Manager's reception each evening,

Frece brealdfast cooked-to-order every morning in our
beautiful atrium,

Home of Jacques Demers Restaurant & Lounge.

EMBASSY
SUITES

e HOTEL
You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy The Suite Life.™
DETROIT—SOUTHFIELD
. 28100 Franklin Rd.
(313) 350-2000
et in i sani (6T P, Jt omphe S8k J ekl & Satnln
*Saites at this price wobject 10 avlabilty, *Subject 1o state snd foca taws.
\_ Owned & Operated by The M: Group, Inc. J
O
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Center In West Bloom!leld. Five pre-
view performances began Wednes-
day, June 6. Opening night [s
Wednesday, June 13, with 15 perfor-
mances scheduled through Sunday,
July 1. Tickets are available through
the JET by calllng 788-2900 or
through Ticketmaster at 645-8666.
Tickets range from $8 to $17.50. Sen-
for, student and group discounts are
available.

© OUTDOOR CONCERTS
“Jazz to the Hilt," a Wednesday
night jazz concert serles, which
unvelled Jast year, returns to the
Troy Hilton with a top-name lincup
that opens June 13 with Spyro Gyra.
More than music lovers were at-
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tracted to the hotel fast year for the
jazz Wednesday and pop musle at the
Hot Summer Nights series Friday. A
$30,000 permanent stage has been
installed. Spyro Gyra, a six-member
band headed by saxophonist Jay
Beckensteln, is known for its blend
of jazz, rock and a fusion between
the two, Concerts contlnue through
Aug. 29, except for July 4,

Other artlsts scheduled Include the
Chick Corca Elektrle Band, Tim
Welsberg and Stanley Jordon. In ad-
ditlon, Angela Boflll, Richard Elliot,
Tom Grant, Norma Jean Bell and
the All Stars, Kirk Whalum with Al-

exander Zonjlc, and Don Grusln with |

Gary Herblg will take the stage,
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