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Musical making
good progress

The Plymouth Theatre Guild
production of “Dooley's Deli” con-
tinues through Saturday at the
Water Tower Theatre on the
campus of Northville Regional
Hospital. For ticket information
call 420-2161.

By Bob Weibol
special writer

THE STORY revolves around the
sale ol Dooleg’s Deli to a blg con-
glomerate, which plans to replace It
wlth a new office hullding. In retali-
atlon, the resldent flim-flam man
(Greg Lea, who certalnly locks the
part) pulls a scam on the representa-
tives of the ncw owners. It's interest-
ing but net enough to earry Act Two
toa finale. Perhaps a

Plymouth Theatre Gulld is closing
Its scason with an ambitlous under-
taking — an original musical come-
dy cntitled “Dooley's Delt.”

WNormally, new shows have a
tryout period. Conceptual ideas are
reflned. Dialogue is revised, Musle
and lyries change, “Dooley’s Deli* as
presented by PTG appears to be
near the first-draft stage, with cast
members jn the process of finding
their characters. It's what's called a
work in progress,

The show was originally created

as a master's degree project at East-
cen Michlgan Unlversity. Book and
Iyrics are by Plymouth’s Mike Davis
and Mare Holland, with music by
Marc Malnero. Holland also occu-
ples the director's chair and plays
Dooley.
" Much of the muslc is qulte good.
The orchestra under the baton of
Aaron Larson Is splendid, There are
funny jokes. And clever ward play,
Some thought needs to be given,
however, to smoothing off the rough
edges of plot and character develop-
ment.

DIKNER

LuReH

171 ¥, VEVEN STLE REDFORD 3934529

.BAR.&'GRILL}

COuUPON

2 B.B.Q. |
CHICKEN

54,085 |
|

soup. colo staw, polato

FISH
& CHIPS |

°3.95 |

soup, colo slaw, frics I
Expiros 613-90

L. _ couoN _

. Wa Fry Cromsterct Frow

q Thank You
N for your
q patronsge

fight to save the deli in some devious
way would provide more theatrical
fireworks,

As is, “"Dooley’s Dell” depends on
characters to move the story along.
Either because of the script or cast-
ing, they prove an uneven lot. The
best are in minor roles. Bobbie Judd
captures the essence of a qulrky
Jewish widow, Co-author Mlke Davls
demonstrates exqulsite comic timing
as a bumbling executlve, And Lisa
Brandow stzzles as a laving but ar-
gumentatlve wife.

One wishes the three leads who
work at the deli, Jeff Hammonds,
Mike Hammonds and Nancy Keough,
had taken more chances to develop
cqually distinetive characters.
Though they do score muslcally,
Hammonds and Keough are espe-
clally good with two ballads, “Destl-
ny” and “Only Sincere Hearts” re-
spectively. Hammonds has fun with
a comedy number, “Drop Dead, Dar-
ling.” Too bad their songs arcn't
more maginatively staged — and
the spatlight lsn't used more subtly.

Stlll, “Doaley’s Deli* has possibili-
Uies, The baslc premise Is sound. And
the musle works. PTG is te be com-
mended for providing a venue for
new work, and for staging a rare
treat for theatergoers — a show In
the developmental stage.

Bob Weibel of Westland is a
Sfreelance writer, who has spent
mare than 25 years in community
theater as a director, designer
and performer.

“Where else¢ in Farmington Hills
can you see a Mexican/Navajo In-
dian gir] singing a French song for
an international audlence and an
Irish manger?” says Anita Ortez,
the Mexlcan/Navajo glrl in ques-
tlon. Where else indecd?

Ortez, who can sing in seven lan-
guages, performed an evening of
song stylings for an enthusiastic
audience at the Smith Theatre at
QOaldand Community College last
weekend, The show was part of the
Muslea Vival Internatlonal Con-
certs 1990 presented by the Smith
Theatre, l\uchlgnn Duo Society for
lhie Arts and the Fricnds of Muslca

va,

Ortez is a consummate perform-
er, along the lines of show business
legends tke Frank Sinatra, Sammy

— performed a wide range of
songs reflleeting many cultures,
sounds and moods, She moved easi-
ly from a Spanish tune about a bull
who must dic lo a lovely old blues
number, “Rock-A-Bye."”

The stage was docorated In a
circus theme — tiny puppets hung
from the ceiling and the front of
the stage was draped with clown
costumes. The decor was a remind-
er of Orlez's show business back-
ground —~ at 6 she was performing
as a trapeze artist in a clrcus.

Perhaps this is where Ortex got
her abllity to “work the crowd,”
She made sure her show was an au-
dience partlelpatory event. During
one song, she had all of the women
In the audience snapplng thelr fin-
gers to the music and during anoth-
cr, “Toreader"”, she had everyone

review

yelling “Ole!" throughout the song.

The tireless performer was
backed by an 1l-member band
which Included a percussionist, vio-
linists, a piano player and a cellist.
The percussionist, John Slitti, and
the drummer, Nlck Bachus, were
highlighted in a bongo heavy song,
“Calypso Blues.”

For one of the more claborate
numbers, “La Bamba™ and “Crucl-
fico De Piedra,” Ortez brought in
1wa Spanlsh guitarists, two flower
girls who walked down (he aisles
and tossed flowers 1o the audience,
plus a young boy and glrl —
dressed In traditional Spanish at-
tire — who performed a Spanish

dance. The young boy, in particu-
lar, looked llke he wished he was
elsewhere {preferably not wearing
traditional Spanish costume), but
the rest of the chlldren looked like
1hey were enjoylng thelr part in the
show.

scemed particularly enthralled
with “Carousel,” which picked up
the carnival motlf, and a medley of
show tunes which had a little blt of
everythlng, Including snatches of a
tune from “Fiddler on the Roof.”

And so did the audlence. They

Ultimately, the show was an ex-
plosive addition to the series of in-
ternational concerts,
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© ‘THE NERD'

Spring production of Eastern
Mlchigan University’s theater is
Larry Shue's “The Nerd.” This comic
play will be performed in EMU's
Sponberg Theatre on Friday-Sunday,
June B-10, and Thursday-Saturday,
June 14-16. Curtain times are 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday and 2:30 p.;
Sunday. For ticket informatlon cnll
the Quirk box office on campus in
Ypsllant! at 487-1221,

O FREEDOM FESTIVAL

The Detrolt-Windsor International
Freedom Festlval, celebrating peace
and friendship between the United
States and Canada, will open Friday,
Junc 22, and continue through

Wednesday, July 4. Opening ceremo-
nles June 22 include a double para-
chute jump over the Detrolt River,

delivering American and Canadlan
flags to thelr respective cauntries, In
addition, there will be U.S. Alr Force
flyovers, awards to honored
guests,and the annual Tug-Across-
the-Rlver competltion between Do-
troit and Windsor tug teams. Dally
events, targeted toward the entire
family, attract nearly four milllon
Amerlcans and Canadians to the two
citles hosting the festival.

© BLUEGRASS,
STRAWBERIES

The second annual Wiard's Orc-
hards/E&W Productions Bluegrass
and Strawberry Festlval will be held
Friday-Sunday, Junc 8-10, at the orc-
hards site in Ypsllanti. A one, two or
three-day pass inctudes free camp-
jng and free electric {as long as clec-
tric Jasts). Featured artists Include

the Lewis Family, Dana Cupp and
the Detroit Bluegrass Band, the
Doug Dillard Band, and Old Joe
Clark and Son Terry. Tickets are
available at Wiard's Orchards and
all Ticketmaster outlets.

© STAR SEARCH

Paula Spaven of Plymouth out-
sang seven competitors In the Novi
Hilton's first Super Star Search chal-
lenge, Each vocalist used the new
laser-Karaoke machlne that displays
song lyrics on a video screen and is
able to match the key of the singer's
vaice to that of the music instantane-
ously, By overwhalming audience
applause, Spaven was declared the
winner recently. A videotape of Spa-
ven's performance is being sent to
Ed MeMahon's “Star Search” TV
program as an audition for the show.

Additionally, Spaven recelved two
roundtrip airline tickets to anywhere
in the continental U.S.

© ‘SHOW BOAT'

Mlchigan Opera Theatre has an-
nounced that veteran stage and film
star Eddle Bracken will return to the
Detroit stage, after a seven-year ab-
sence, as Cap'n Andy Hawkes, el-
fervescent captaln of the Misstssippl
riverboat Cotton Blossom, in Jerome
Kern's “Show Boat,” opening Friday,
Nov. 16, at the Fisher Theatre in De-
troit. Ten performances are sched-
uled through Nov. 25. Subscriptlon
ticket orders to “Show Boat" and
MOT's 1990-91 scason are being tak-
en by dlaling the MOT Credit Card
Hotline: B74-SING. Single tickets go
on sale In late September.
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No other profession has this power. The power 1o woke up
young minds. The powar to wake up the world, Teachers have
thgt power. Reach for It Jeach. For information call:

'1-800-45-TEACH. :
. Recruﬂlhg‘Ne\w Teocher&_ Inc. ‘

California
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Includes San Francisco, Los
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TOURS INCLUDE:
+ Round trip airfare via scheduled airlines
« inter-island tlights {Hawaii)

« Professional native escon

« Fino resort hotels

« Sightseaing {see brochura)

« Aiport hotal transfors
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Caribbean

Cruise—
and Florida Tour

15 DAYS
Oeparts Oclober 3, 1990
and October 17, 1990

#1189

Based on doubla occupancy plus
Includes Epcat, Disneyworld, MGM
Evorglados Air Boal Rido, Miami
Eaach Front Hotel, 7 Nights on
CARIB with ports ol St. Thomas,
St. John, Sanduan and Puerto
Plata
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Hawaii

15 DAYS

Departs October 30, 1930
Novamber.27, 1930
January 15, 1991*
February 12, 1991*
March 12, 1991°

$1374.

Includes vistits to all lour main
Island

s
*pius $100 high soason .
supplomeontal cost

For additional informatlon or descriptive brochures,

call _W__W. IeSey, 278-4102

or 1-800-736-7300. . .
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