By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial writer
In the final concert of his six-year tenure as musle
director'0f the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra, Gunther
Huhl( w true to the repertolre he has favored from
baelgu(n;

ey o the poan, mostly

German. claulcal legncy. was lllustrated in tm.s !innl
prograra which featured Beethoven's Eighth and Ninth
symphontes. While the narrowness of Herbig's reper-
tolre has been the target of much criticism, one eould
hardly argue with the masterful nature of such sclee-
tions, even if some of them, such as Becthoven's Ninth,
were performed here too often in the last six years.

That Becthoven's Eighth lies In the shadow of the
Ninth comes as no surprise. Yet, this is no reason for an

first movement suggested a great deal of vitality and
sparkicd with enthuslasm,

These elements diminished, however, as the perform-
ance progressed, The few wrong notes In the minuct
were among the less hls!diuus flaws — accidents hap-
pen even to the best perf

’l‘llE OVERALL APPROACII suggested some gradu-

with work, There Is

Thuredoy. Juna 7, 1850 OLE

Herbig conducts Beethoven for final concert

But, & Scherzo has some of these clements in it by defi-
altion and the ane in the Ninth is no exception. Thus,
when altempting to start the trio a sccond time, Beetho-
ven cuts it off abruptly with a confrived conclusion, say-
ing, in effect, “No, not this agaln — I've had cnough

Concludlng the movement at the regular tempo, as it
was on this occaslon, totally misses the polnt. This, how-
cver, was an cxmpt!nn to an otherwise excellent per-

always the danger of not ukinv
cnough, but another, less obvious danger, i3 In u:king
him too serlously and too literally,

That was the case with the final movement in the
Eighth — which, In its coda, Is full of humor ard mis-
chicf, yet, It was presented so rigldly that even the ex-
treme changes in rhythm didn't offer relief from a sense
of strict metronomlcal tempo.

Humor and levity arc less associated with the Ninth.

mastel

This performance benefitted from the outstanding
contributlons of Faye Robinson, soprano; Susanne
Mentzer, mezzo soprano; John Alsalon, tenor, and Gary
Relyea, baritone. The Detrolt Symphuny Chorus direct-
cd by Erie Fr group.

Relyea had a forceful, resoundlng tone with clarity
that was marginally obscured by vibrato in the lower
range, Robilnson's Intense voice soaved above Lhe rest of

(S,F-4EXO)3E *

the singers, sometlmes belng overwhelming. Its passlon
wasn't a substitute for clarity and the high level of disci-

pline required,

MENTZER AND ABSALOM provided fine balanca
between the two extremes, Abave all, the volces of these
four singers blended well harmonically, without some of
the clashes of intonation that are often present.

The well-coordlnated Detrolt Symphony Chorus which
shifted emphasls smoothly and naturally, kept this per-
formance on a consistently high plateau.

The prolonged, applause and standlng ovation by the
sellout audience made us forget for a while the
discouraging reallties of the artlstic world,

is was brought home by an Insert In the program
about the recent problems of the National Endowment
for the Arts, NEA, which is under attack by critics who
favor its elimination,

unconditional surrender. Indeed, the performance of the
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