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WL voters to face Headlee waiver propcosai

8y Darreli Clem
staf} writor

Walled Lake School District voters
will declde Monday whother to let
their taxes increase faster than in-
{latlon — a move schoal offlclals
have called necessary to avoid mas-
sive budget cuts.

Voters snubbed proposals in 1987
and 1988 for a Headlee Amendment
overrlde that allows taxes to outpace
Inflation. But school officials and a
cltizens committee have mouated an
[ntense campaign to win passage of
the latest-proposed override.

They hope the third time will be
the charm.

“1 think we're guardedly optimis-

Walled Lake Schocol District

The Walled Lake district serves
wes! corner of Farmington Hils,

students in part of the north-

override would force offlclals to
slash an additlonal $22 mitlion from
the budget In the following two
years, Geisler has said. Offictals
have becn serambling to keep pace
with burgeoning enrollment sparked
by area growth.

Under the Headlee override, a
property owner whose house has a
market value of $140,000, or a state-

lized of $70,000,

vie,” Schools James
. Gelsler said. “I think we've got a
lat of support, but we've also got a
lot of concern about taxes.”

The override would allow the
school district’s millage rate to In-
crease from 33.98 mills to 38 mlils,
averting $3.5 million in budget cuts
next schoal year, officials sald. The
district's current operating budget is
ahout $48 militon.

The snowball cffect of a falled

would pay about $142 more In taxes.
A homeowner with a $200,000 house
would pay an addlitional $202, while
a homeowner with an $80,000 house
would pay $81 more.

A cltizens-led committee has
spent about three months calling
voters and malling Information seek-
Ing support for the override, said
pane! co-chalrman Pat Dohany,
Commerce Township treasurer.

“We'll continue to work very hard
untll the polls close,” Dohany safd. “I
guess we're cautiously optimlstle.
dBut there's stilt a lot of work to be

one."

Durlng the cltlzens campalgn,
Dohany sald, “1 haven't had had one
person complain about the echoals,
Some people Jjust dont have the
money (to pay more taxes). It has
nolhing to do with the school dls-
teiet.”

However, Dohany sald voters
want to provide quality cducation
for the consolidated school district
that serves 11 communities and had
an enrollment of 9,196 students as of
March 30, Moreover, he sald, many
voters know that good schools will
help preserve property values,

“We're trying to identify the posi-
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tlve voters and get them out,”
Dohany sald.

I the overrlde fails, schoo) offt-
cials have outllned budget cuts that
inctude, among others, 13 teaching
fposltlons, ninth-grade athietics, fleld
{rips, junior high alternative educa-
tlon and the gifted and talented pro-
gram REACH. The district also
would {recze or reduce spending for
basle classroom supplies such as pa-
and teans-

three-year plan that alse (ncluded
the operatton of two new elementary
schools and the additlon of 14 new
classrooms to existing buildings. The
Walled Lake Board of

“Y think the school distrlct has lm.
proved Its reputation In the last few
years," Dohany sald.

Officials hope he public’s im- |

voted umanimously to accept the
pancl’s recommendations.

As part of the Headlee override
campaign, supporters bave cmpha-
slzed some of the district’s accom-

per, penells, pi
portatlon,
The override was proposced by

a
a

such as luring award-
winning teachers and achieving hon-
ors for such programs as art, musle

citlzens panel that

anda writing program.

prove ption wi nt
votes at the palls, which wlll be open
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Voters must cast ballols in the
precinct In which they live. The nine
polling places Include Walled Lake
Junior High School and the elemen.
tary schools of Keith, Commeree,
ixom, Glengary, Twin Beach, Dub-
lin, Oakley Park, and Maple.
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