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Voters OK Headlee waiver by slim margin -

By Darrell Clsm
stat writer

Walled Lake School Distriet vot--
ers, threatened with masslve school
budget cuts, nerrowly approved a
proposal Monday to let their taxes
ation.

Voters gave the proposed Headlee
Amendment override a 30-vote mar-
“'gln of victory, nppmvlng the mea-

‘Walled Lake School District

The Walled Lake district serves students in part of the north-

west corner of Farmington Hills,

Voter turnout for the Headlee
override was light, with only 3,67¢ of

wire vote that rattled school ofil-
claly’ nerves.

“We really began to sweat,”
school board Prestdent Sammy
Ructenik sald,

The override appcnn:d In trouble
as electlon offlclals tallled votes
from the fIn2l precinct at Glengary
Elementary School, where a high
percentage of senlor citlzens op-
posed the plan, Ruetenlk said.

But the last-minute surge of oppo-
sitlon failed to block (he override
that school officials sald was neces-
sary to avold budget cuts that would
have ellminated 13 teaching posi-
tlons, ninth-grade athletics and fleld
trips, among other programs.

“Was that cver a cllffhanger?”
Ruetenlk asked Tuesday, “We're
pleased that it passed. I wish it could
have been a larger margln, but we'll
take it. We knew it was going fo be
close.”

the district’s app 57,000
reglstered voters going to polls.

District voters turned thumbs
down on similar proposals In 1987
and 1988, but a citlzens committee
that formed this year to push for

ge of the override mounted an
intense campaign.

“We're ecstatic,” school district
spokeswoman Lois Lange sald Tucs-
day, when asked to deseribe the
mood among school officlals, “The
vote was closc — but close in the
right way.”

The override proved that “educa-
tion Is a priority here, and our citi-
zens are telling us they want to
malntain quality,” Lange said.

‘The override wlll allow the school
district’s millage rate to Increase
from 33.98 mills to 36 mllls, averting
$35 milllon In budget cuts next
school year and an additlonal $22
milllon in the following two years,
officials said.

Group plans ice cream social

The Farmington Area Jaycees
will host a membership night ice
cream social for members, {riends
and the public at 7 p.m. Tuesday in
the Communlty Center of Farmling-
ton-Farmiogton Hills, 24705 Farm-

Ington Road,

Guest speaker will be Dave Alten,
Milchlgan Jayeees community devel-
opment vice president.

RSVP by Sunday, June 17. Call
477-2041,
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The current budget is about $48
million,

“This means we don't have to
layoff the people or make the pro-
gram cuts,” Ruetenik satd, A falled
override also would have forced the
district to reduce or freeze spending
for such basle classroom supplies as
paper, pencils, computers and trans-

school offlclal

When asked If she expects any cltl-
zens 1o file a petition with the county
clections offlce secking a vote re-
count, Ruetenik replied, “I don't
know, But If they do, that's OK, be-
cause we're pretty positive with the
vote count.”

Votes from the Glengary precinct
were counted twice Monday night,
she sald.

A recount petltion must be flted
within scven days after the county
certltles the votes, sald Jan Stickley,
director of clections, The vates are
expected to be certlfled Monday, she

sald.
School trustee David Flammer
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said the override “wlll allow us to
continte in the direction that we've
set out” in a tong-term strategic plan
focusing on broad-based school dls-
trict improvements,

However, school trustees stressed
that they must spend wisely In the
district that serves 11 communitics
and has an enrollment of 9,196 stu.
dents,

“We're golng to have to be sensi-
tlve to the needs of our elderly citi-
2¢ns and be conservative In starting
new programs,” Ruetenlk sald, “We
plan to be prudent.”
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The override came 15 months af-

$or district voters approved a $47.8

million bond issue for mew school

e

construction that Includes, among.

other profects, two new ¢lementar-
fes and a new junior high.

Under the Headlee override, a
property owner whose house has a

market value of $140,000, or a state--.."

equalized valuation of $70,000, can” |

expeet to pay about $142 more In, |
taxes, The tab wlll Increase $202 for .,
a homcowner with a $200,000 house

and jump by $81 for a homeowner
wlth an $80,000 house.
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