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‘Polluter pay’
bill is rejected

By Tim Rlchard
stalf writer

Local senaters voted with thelr
partics as the Michigan Senate re-
Jected a “polluters pay” bill as
rewrltten by Republican moderates,

“I'm net sure what to do next,”
said a stunned Sen. Vern Ehlers, R-
Grand Raplds, after Tuesday's de-
bate ended In 22-1€ defeat,

"The goal was to embarrass me,"
sald Senate majority leader John
Engler, the probable Republican gu-
bernatorlal nominee. Engler had
pralsed Ehlers for having “the pa-
ticnee of Job, working with a spon-
sur (Lana Pollack, D-Ann Arbor) who

t for partisan political advan-
tage.”

Goal of both versions was to allow
the DNR to get faster clean-ups of
2,600 known toxic waste sites by
charging Identifiable polluters
rather than using state money.

THE YOTE Tuesday was 16 in fa- *

vor and 22 against Senate Blll 375,

Voting yes were 14 Republicans
and two conservative Democrats,
Daug Cruce of Troy, Richard Fessler
of Commerce, Robert Geake of
Northville and Rudy Nichols of
Waterford voted yes.

Opposed were 16 Democrats and
six Republlcans, Including four GOP
conservatives who thought the bllt
would “push industry out of the
state” and one who favored the
tougher Pollack verslon, Among the
no votes were William Faust of
Westland, Jack Faxon of Farming-
ton Hills and George Hart of Dear-
born.

None of the local senators spoke.

Pollack denounced the defeated
version as “an abominatlon” and “a
polluters payolf bill,” asking that
lier name be remaved a3 sponsor af-
ter the bill was amended.

Senate minority icader Art Miller,
D-Warren, sald “it’s not worth the
pager It's wrote (sle) on.”*

“EMPTY ROETORIC,” replied
Ehlers, chalrman of the Senate Nat-
ural Resources Commilttee and spon-
sor of most of the amendments to
the original Poliack bil}.

Ehlers sald the final verslon gave
Pallack, environmental lobbyists
and DNR director David Hales 90
:0 95 percent” of what they wanted.

QOnly a few polnts of difference ac-
tually were argued in the day-long
debate. Amaong them:

® The DNR's role. Ehlers' version
set up an Environmental Medlation
Panel of three scientlsts with mas-
ter’s degrees, plus flve non-voting
public members, to resolve disputes.

“The question is whether someone
wlith a bachelor's degree In sociology
from the DNR should tell someone
with a master's degree in sclence
what to do. I wanted technleal ex-
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pertlse,” said Ehlers, adding that his
pancl would work faster than the
court appeals certain to arise under
Pollack’s verslon.

POLLACK’'S REPLY: “The me-
dlatlon scheme totally cuts out the
public. Environmental groups don't
want it.”

She added: “At least DNR s a pub-
llc agency, At least the publlc can
bring pressure on the agency. You
can't bring pressure on them (three
sclentists). You can't fire them.”

# Lenders' roles. Ehlers’ amend-
ment excluded banks, savings and
loans and other lenders who don't
participate In polluting but acquire
propertles through foreclosure.

By Tim Richard
stalt wrlter

Republicans argued with Repub-
llcans as the Michigan Senate last
week voted to authorlze the city of
Detrolt to continue levying a 5-per-
cent tax on utllities,

The Issue was not only how De-
troit would ralse $60 million a year
to keep hundred of police officers
on the street but the economlc
health of the shrinking central city.

“I don’t have to send an invita-
tlon to the people of Delrolt to
move into my district,” said Sen.
Doug Cruce, R-Troy. “They're
doing so because thelr elected rep-
resentation &8 bound and deter-
tnined to tax them right out of exis-
tence,” he sald, notlng Oakland
County's population has grown 10
perceat In the last decade.

“I DON'T think Detroit is here
wlth thelr band out today,” replied
Sen. Richard Fesster, R-Com-
merce. “The last thing we need In
Michigan Is a city of Detroit that
looks tlke It’s financlally unstable,
2 city of Detroit that may have to
layol! in the public safety arca.”

Fessler sald Detrolters are
“flocking” tv suburbla not because
of taxes but for open space, recre-
ation, lakes and streams,

The flnal vote was 26-12.

Arca senators favoring It were
Fessler and Democrats Wllliam
Faust of Westland and Jack Faxon
of Farmington Hills

Opposed were Republicans
Cruce, Robert Geake of Northvllte
and Rudy Nichols of Waterford
along with Democrat George Hart
of Dearborn.

CRUCE LOST two amendments

GOP lawmakers differ on Detroit tax

aimed at keeplng the tax off subur-
ban and statewide consumers.

One would have exempied wel-
fare reclpients from the tax on nat-
uvral gas, clectriclty and intrastate
telephone service, “It's our constht-
uents who are paylag the taxes that
are golng over to the Department
of Soclal Services,” said Cruce. The
amendment lost 18-15.

Cruce's other amendment, re-
Jjected 24-12, would have exempted
industrial users of electriclty and
steam. "“About 60 percent of the tax

Scrate majority teader John Ed-
gler, the GOP gubernatorlal hope
{ul. He and Repubtican leaders cut
a deal whereby the Scenate would |+
approve the House-passed Detroit.
utllity tax in return for House pas-~
sage of the Senate’s drastic cut in ‘!
the inheritance tax. '
Both bllls are on Gov. J‘umu.-
Blanchard’s desk for slgnature,
Blanchard hinted he may veto lhu‘ .
Inheritance tax cut.
The Detrolt tax was declared-|
illegal by Wayne Clrcult Judge.
who ruled it ex»,

Is pald by nd mmer-
clal users,” sald Cruce, “and over
90 percent of those products have
to be purchased by people outside
the city. Who pays the price? It's
the people who Jive in your (subur-
ban) district.”

VOTING FOR the blll and
against Cruce’s amendments was

Marvin
pired in mid-1988.
The tax still faces wmutullonal-
challenges from businesses. They
say the new bill s 2 new tax, which~
must be approved by Detrolt vot--
ers, a5 required by the 1978°
Headlee amendment to the slnlc
constltutien.
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