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Lawrence Clayton, along with Andi Hopkins (
feft}, Susan Wood and Lisa-Maric Panagos, appear in the rock
opera “Jesus Christ Superstar” restaged in modern dress at

from

the Bir
Zmed runs through Sunday.

Theatre. The production starring Adrian
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upcoming
things to do

@ TAMMY WYNETTE

Country star Tammy Wynette will
present a free concert at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, June 15, at the Stage near B.
Dalton Bookseller at Livonia Mall,
The Wace Country Band will enter-
tain at 2 and 4 p.m. Saturday, June
16, at the Stage near Crowley’s.
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® MUSIC OUTDOORS

The Livonta Arts Commisslon wilt
present the following concerts Ln the
“Musle Under the Stars” series for
summer 1990: June 28, 7:30-9 p.m.,
City Hall Steps, Hamtramek Heri-
tage Concert Band; July 5, 7:30-9
p.m,, Civle Center Park, the Kasuku
Mafia Success Reggac-Calypso
Band; July 12, 7:30-9 p.m., Clvle Cen-
ter Park, the Tommy Baldwin Or-
chestra; July 19, 7:30-¢ p.m. Civic
Center  Park, Austin-Moro Band;
July 20, 7:30-9 p.m,, Clvle Center

Park, Academy Brass Ensemble
{rom North Limburg (Het Groot Ko-
peren Vap de Nood Limburghse
Muzie Academie); July 26, 7:30-9

p.m,, Civle Center Park, Ed Peltz
and Company; Aug. 2, 7:30-9 p.m.,

Soprano sings
to a full house

By Avigdor Zaromp
apaclal writer

‘When local mezzo soprano Nancy
Mayer presented a volee recital ear-
1y this month the Gulld Hall of Christ
Church Cranbrook was filled to ca-

pacity.

Mayer is still among the unsung
singers — so to speak, That's due
primarily to her youth and Nmited
exposure. Her performance, howev-
er, reflected solid trajning and a de-
gree of professionallsm that deserve
attentlon.

Mayer has studied under promi-
nent teachers at the Eastman School
of Musle and has performed operatic
roles reflecting a variety of styles —
Cherubiba In Mozart's “Marriage of
Figare,” Nancy In Britten's “Albert
Herring” (that's a dlfferent Nancy)
and Nicklause in Offenbach's “Tales
of Hoftmann,” to name a few.

There was a wide styllstic variety
In her program of sclections by
Mahler, Faure, Obradors, Ives and
Gershwin.

Among the major *
selections were two
Mahler songs from
“Des Knaben
Wunderhorn,” and a
lesser known song
cycle by Faure, “La
Chanson D’Eve” (“The’
Song of Eve").

are styllstle varlety and clarlty of
diction. :

Her wide stylistic range in the se-
lecilons wasn't reflected in the vocal
technlque. Gershwin's songs, with
their 20th century faver, including
some btues, sounded very much like
1talian operatic selectlons from the
previous century, The Mahler songs
bad the right notes at the right
places, butethe Intense emotlonal

She sang songs or g-cycles,
rather than the more popular operat-
$¢ arlas. Much of this materia) is rel-
atively unknown, but it represents
some masterful vocal repertolre
that deserves to be heard.

Among the major selections were
two Mahler songs from “Des Knaben
Wunderhorn,” and a lesser known
song cycle by Faure, “ La Chanson
D'Eve” ("The Song of Eve™).

Altogether, there were four lan-
guages represented on this program.
It was certainly a daring undertak-
Ing on the part of Mayer, who was
accompanied by the capable planist
Gregory MeCallun, who also
recelved his degree from Eastman.

Her volee Is smooth and silky, ca-
pable of performing even the most

d with- little

Wlison Barn, Downriver D
Aug. 8, 7:30-% p.m., Wilson Barn,
Percy Gabrlel; Aug. 16, 7:30-9 pm,,
Civic Center Park, Livonla Sympho-
ny Orchestra; Aug. 23, 7:30-9 p.m.,
Civic Center Park, Erncst Matchu-
lat.
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27169 Grand River
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KEVIN KNOWS HOW TO COOK

HALF

FREE - Homemade Egg Rofl

w/Almond Chicken or

Swoot & Sour Shrimp

FREE - 2 Jumbo Shrimp

wfour Famous New York Stenk
Expiros 5:21-90

*6.95
*7.95 | 3

SOQUTHERN FRIED
CHICKEN

L]
With Soup. Polato o Rice

strain, She enhances her singlng with
acting and faclal expressions and
maintalns constant eye contact with
the audience.

‘There are some things that should,
and probably will, undergo some Im-
provement. Among the major ones

was only in

the demeanor, not In the singlng.

The clarlty of the diction s, unfor.
tunately, a problem even with many
more established singers. It may be
unreasonable to cxpect every sylla-
ble in a forelgn language to be heard
clearly, but there should be at least
some linguistic flavor present. .

In the Faure song cycle, for exam-
ple, it would have been difflcult to
identlfy French as the language of
origin wlithout the text or knowledge
of the composer's nationality. But
even songs in English weren't easy
to understand. The tonguc-twister
from Ives’ set, “Memories” (“Very
Pleasant”) Is challanging, Indeed, if
the words are clearly enunclated In
the fast and wilty tempo. Mayer
didn’t have the technlque to execute
it properly. N

Among her more convinelng selec-
tions was her encore, “Maidens of
Cadiz" by Dellebes, in which the
French was better than In the Faure,
She is a talented, promising vocal
artist.
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It’s hard to learn anything
on Monday when you didn’t eat
anything on Sunday

't States. You can

Last year we fed
millions of

hungry people
in the United
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