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be around to celebrate Fa-
ther's Day with hls dad.

But hls absense has merit. Indeed,
Pat would be the first to say he's
where he is today — which s just
outslde Phoenlx — because of his fa-
ther. .

And his fathee, Bob Miller (of Red-
ford), could not have asked for a bet-
ter Father's Day gift.

Bob, you see, coaches baseball. He
has coached bascball for 26 years at
the Unlversity of Detroit, and he has
660 collegiate victories to his eredit.

The Titans’ ace this past scason
happened (o be Pat. He had a G-4
record with a 2.63 carned run aver-
age, allowing opponents to hit a
miserly .219 agalnst him. He was
flrst-team all-Midwestern Collegiate
Conference and became the {lrst Ti-
1an in his father's 26 years of coach-
Ing at U-D to be named to the all-
NCAA Mideast Region team.

Pal :was also drafted by the
Milwaukee Brewers last week In the
19th round.

THAT'S WHY he's In Phoenix, at
the Brewers' rookle camp. Next

OR THE FIRST tlme In his
22 years, Pat Miller will not
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weck he'll depart for Helera, Mont.,
to play Class A ball for the rest of
the summer.

1t's the start of what.could be a
pro carcer, one that just might
match his father's. ~

Bob Mlller pitched for 10 seasons
in the pros, most of them with the
Phlladelphta Phillles, He was one of
the Phillics' Whiz Kids of 1950, going
11-6 on a team that won the National
League pennant.

To have his son follow In hls
footsteps Is like a dream come true.
“I'm so cxcited about that,” sald
Bob. And how about hls son's maklng
it big tlme, to play in the major
leagues? “That would be every fa-
ther's wish, no doubt about it.”

It could happen. Already Pat has

Walter’'s sweeps,
takes streak to 3

. Walter's Home Appliance of the
Livonia Collegiate Baseball League
won. three games last weckend at
Ford Fleld, incleding a double-head-
er sweep of Tom Holzer Ford,

. Walter's defeated Little Caesars
10-5 Friday, Holzer Ford 7-5 and 13-
3 on Sunday.

Dave Houghtby was the winning
pltcher In Friday's game, hurllng
4% innings and striklng out flve
whlle walking just one.

Damlan Hull sparked the Walter's
atfense with three hits and two RBIL
Jerry Koester chipped In two hits.

On Sunday, Kevin Walker earned
the victory in the first game, pitch-
ing four innlngs and striking out one.

Ken Dropiewski had a two-run sin-
gle and three RBI for the winners.

n the second game, Steve Owens
was the winning pitcher, He chalked
up clght strikeouts.

Walter’s pounded 12 hits in the
game, three of which came from
Hull. Jay Gabel of Livonta Churchllt
added a three-run homer and four
RBI, and former Redford Cathelic
Central star John Gotts and Koester
cach contributed two hits.

TOTAL TRAVEL Values im-
proved Its record to 7-4 overall and

3-3 In the LCBL Friday with a 2-1
win over Tom Holzer Ford at Novt.

Darren Clark carncd the victery In
relief, hurling 3% innings, striking
out two and walking two.

Jack Herberholz collected two hits
for Total Travel, both of which were
doubles, He scored the winnlng run
in the flith. Fred Higgins added two
hts, including the game-winning sin-
gle that score Herberholz,

Rob MacDonald and Leo Devine
each had doubles for Total Travel.

LITTLE CAESARS had the hitting
but not the pitching Sunday as Wen-
dy's of Ann Arbor swept a double-
beader at Washtenaw Community
College, B-2 and 8-5.

In the fIrst game, Omar Ahart suf-
{ered the loss, pltching seven Innlngs
:’nd allowing four walks and seven

s,

Cacsars collected seven hits, two
of which came off the bat of Joc
Brusscau.

In the second game, Caesars start-
er Mike Boyd lasted just onc-third of
an [nnlng, giving up six walks and

six runs, .

Caesars outhit Wendy's 8-5 in the
nightcap, thanks to three hits by
Ahart.

survived carcer-threatenlng chal-
lenges, both physical and mental.

HE WAS a standout at Redford
Union. Before hls senfor scason at
RU, his fastball was clocked In the
mid-80s, But then. . .

“It was in our opener my senior
year against Livenla Stevenson,”
Pat recalled, “and there was still
snow on the ground. I heard some-
thing pop in my arm twice. I kept

pitching, but alter that my arm was -

bad. It was llke that ray first two
years of college.”

His injury made an alrcady diffi-
cult situation much worse. Pat had
been recruited by his father to play
at U-D. His dad signed him because
he figured he had the abitity, but Pat
could never really display it; as a
sophomore, he was 3-2 with a 7.13
ERA.

“In the beginning, it was really
hard,” admitted Pat. “So many play-
ers thought I was on the teamn be-

57

cause of my dad. They thought 1
didn’t have the talent to play Dlvi-
sion I bal), and they lold me so,”

lils dad knew what his son was
going through. “There was pressure
on him his freshman scason from a
lot of senlors who said the enly rea-
son he was there was because of hls
old man," said Bob. "I was thinking
about clipplng some of the newspa-
per articles from thls year and send-
ing them to those Joudmouths."

WHEN IT became obvious Pat
couldn’t pltch with the pain any long-
er, he and his dad took several trips
to different doctors. The dingnosis
was the same: bone chips and bone
spurs In his elbow, requiring surgery.

“l didn't think I would pitch
agatn," sald Pat. “I was not at all
sure.”

But the surgery went extremely
well. Pat didn't just regain his form,
he surpassed it. “My ctbow's never
hurt me since,” he sald, He was 6-1
as a junior with a 3.75 ERA.
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iller hopes to follow dad’s lead

As a sophomore, Pat's veloclty
had dropped to 81-82 mph; last sea-
son, he was clocked at 90-91 mph, “I
can throw my fastball by people
when I need to," he said.

But, llke dad, he doesn't rely on
smoke. Bob cajoled a sinkerball and
good contre) into a pro carcer; his
son plans something slmilar. Pat's
best piteh is his slider. He also al-
lowet just 20 walks in 85% Innlngs.

“1 think he throws a lot better than
I did,” sald Bab. In his fIrst year of
pro balt, at Terre Haute, Bob pltched
255 innings and walked just §0, That,
he claims, Is what got him 10 the ma-
jors. *Pat’s that Kind of plicher,”
said Bob.

PAT'S ALSO the kind of son who
cagerly accepts his father's advice.
Considering the source, that's sound
thinking.

“All the stulf mny dad 1aeght me is
coming through wow,” said Pat.
stlll talk to hitn on the phone almost

]
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o
every day, and he always has advlcy
for me. But I always need hls advice. |,
“It was tough having a dad as a,,
coach, but It was a bencfit, too. It,,,
gave me a lot of confidence.”
His dad shares hls son's confident
In sccking a pro carcer. And, al
though there's no doubt he's at least
2 bit bjased, Bob was, after all, a pro.,
player; he should be able to recoy:
nize & major league prospect. .
“He's got a chance,” Bob said. “He
throw: rikes and keeps the ball ;.
downstales, which Is what the pros
like. | think he's got a damn goo .,
chance.” "
So Pat’s absence this Fathee's Day
is casily fargiven (“Thls Is the first
time in my life I've been away [rons |
heme this long without my parents,”
said Pat), but 1's not forgotten. .
1 wmiss him," said Bob. “It's been
quiet around the old hemeslead.”
Bob's also very proud of his son
And his sca feels the sar
about his dad. ’
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Legion team splits pair

The Farmington-Novi American Legion baseball team opened its season
Sunday by spilting a double-header with visiting Blrmingham. Farmington-
Novl won the first game 12-1 but lost the nightcap 5-2.

North Farmington pltcher Andrew Margolick won the opening game for
Farmlagton-Novl, striklng out six and walking just one. Birmingham's only
run was unearned.

Brian Gonterman and Eric Wiesner each had three hits for the winners.

In the second game, Farmlngton-Novi pltcher Derek Sibel of Walled Lake
Western lasted just 3% innings. He surrendered five runs and three hits,
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TOPS IN TIRES...TOPS IN SERVICE

Bring your car or light truck to a Goodyear Cerlifled

while striking out flve. Auto Service retailer for a full list of services:
Joe Kalhorn of Walled Lake Western pounded two hits for Farmington- * Whee) Alignment + Compulerized Engine
Novi(-1). * Transmission Service ~ Analysis

* Exhaust System

* Bells & Hoses

* Lube, Oil & Fitter

* Battories * Cooling/Healing

+ Brake System Systems
YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR COMMITMENT.

TIRE WISE

#14 in a series

The No-Fee Credit Card

For Your Car

It's quick. It's oasy. And you pay ne annual
fee tar the Goodyear Cradit Card. So you
can buy tires and sarvice quickly and easi-
ly at mose than 4,000 Gaodyear Retailors
coast-to-coast by just saying, "Charge it
7oason to go Goodyoar!

* Engine Tune-lp
* Shocks, Struts,
Sptings
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Stone Your Home

Another good

o

THAT’S WHY WE SAY...THE BEST TIRES
IN THE WORLD HAVE COODYEAR
WRITTEN ALL OVER THEM. |

* For purchases made on an eligible account, finance charges will accrua in
accordanca with the credit card agresment. See your participaling Goodyear
retailer for complete details about terms and ellglk;illly. :
Just Suy Charge 1t!
You may use Geodyoar's own crodit card or:
American Express # Cario Blanchoye Dinors.
Cl Disc g o MastorCard » VI
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Make your dream home a reality with CUITHRED STONE'
from Williams Panel Brick. Add beauty to virtually any
home at a price you can afford.

« Wide Variety of Colors and Textures

» Ideal for Interior and Exterior Applications

- Durable and Colorfast

+ Quick and Easy Do-lt-Yoursell Installation
‘ , * Ligntweight Stone
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Visit our showroom today or call 538-6633 for a free in- i
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Tourself‘semlnar on June 23.

015 for thair compotilive prices, warsantios and crodit ferms.
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*Malerials for 2 250 sq #. installalion area,

EgERMO BRICK™ « CULTURED STONE® - FIREPLACES & ACCESSORIES
PR -
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