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HE NEW MUSICAL “Kip

Synatra’s Mobile Mustcal

(A Memorlal)” is a moving

tribute to the greatest

undiscovered songwriter of the last
four decades.

No one has ever heard of Kip
H) nafra, bul then composer Gerald

V. Castle of Harper Woods and play-
wrigm»lyriclsl Michac! C, Vigilani of
Atburn Hills are not famous elther

at least not yet. Castle and Vigl-
lant want that to change.

The two men are seated casuvally
around the dircclor's table, beneath
the newly renovated stage at the
Birmingham Vilage Players play-
house, where thelr newly created

ynatra’i

muslcal is being fully mounted for
the first time, opening Friday, June
22, The articulate Vigilant says, “We
are obsessed with making a success
out of our songwriting team." His
creatlve pariners, Gerry Castle, and
Castle’s brother Dan, a Troy resi-
dent, who is director of the show, are
Just as fervent.

A land surveyor by day, a gradu-
ate journalist by chalce, Vigilant has
teamed with Blue Cross employee
Gerry Castle since 1982. Together
they have produced “Folled Agaln!
Two Musical Melodramas” pub-
lished by Samuel French Ine.

“WOULD YOU BELIEVE . . . A
Stable” and “The Little Star: A
Christmas Fantasy"” are due for pub-
lication by Contemporary Drama

DAN DEAN/alalt photograoher

Mike Vigilant (left) wrote the book and lyrics and Jerry Castie

Serviee this yeor. Tim Kelly, the
most published playwright in Amert-
ca, has hired the team to set to mu-
sic hls farce “Phantom of the Op'ry.”

“Kip" is onc of only eight musicals
listed in the Samuel French Interna-
tional catalog this year out of 2,000
submlssiens.

The Idea of “Kip" germlinated In
Vigilant's mind as a magazine arti-
cle. Dan Castle jokingly calls it the
product of Mike and Gerry's adoles-
cent minds and warped alter egos.
"It Is a mctaphor for the baby
‘boomer generation.”

Kip's musical Journey starts in the
1950s. In an alrstream traller {creat-
ed by set designer Jim Balmer), Kip
travels with his bands, the
Wetsports, the Gnat Pack, Francisco
Bizzarre, the Lost Conqulstadors,
and the Band of itinerants, His ther-
apist, his first date, hls three ex-
wives and hls parents tell his story,

The 12 actors never lcave the
stage ar they travel across America,
make a sea-slckening journey to Af-
rica and a disappalnting trip to Ha-
waii, and chorcograph a nuclear
holocaust for the half time show of
the 50th annual Orange Bowl. Klp's
left-of-center attempts to hit the big
time never qulte succeed.

“HE IS ALWAYS a step behind,
never quite in synch,” adds the quiet
Gerry Castle. On stage In the musi-
cal, Castle Is literally the leader of
the band, the gultarist.

Muslcally, the show runs the
gamut of American pop music —
rock, big band, swing, rap, folk,
punk-a-bllly, calypso and show tunes.

“As children we all hated disco so
we left it out,” said Dan Castle.

Gerry Castle has composed 19
tuneful pleces that are not easily for-
gatten, The melodies can stand alone
as do Vigllant's lyrics, but Castle's
aceentuated musical style promotes
Vigilant's clever wit in such songs as
“You Can't Stick to a Girl with a
Teflon-Coated Heart,” *Qppesltes
Attack’ and “'Fetal Position.”

Most striking Is the mini-musical

Chris Gerback (left), Tim Relnman and Mar-
jorie Gluckman rehearse scene for “Kip Syna-
tra’s Mobile Musical.” The show has been add-
ed to the 1989-90 season as a fund-raiser to
benefit the Birmingham Village Players Build-
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hard and Ed Guay's powerful voices
and emotional interpretations drive
home the love story about a couple
who fall in love (“Infatuated” and
“'Doomed”), marry (“A L¥etime
from Now") and divorce In about 20
minutes, Joey Johnson as the child
follows with a terrlbly sad “Weekend
Dad and Part-Time Mother.”

Gerry Castle studled musie theory
with well-known composer James
Hartway at Wayne State Unlversity
in Detroit, He writes evenly for the
voice, keeping the musle in the mid-
dle ranges for beltlng and puts his

“HOW DO YOU stage a new
show? Obviously, you can't rent a vi-
deo at Blockbuster and go home and
watch It on TV,” sald Dan Castle.
{After this production Samuct
French will have a video available.)

The inventive-actor/director Dan
Castle has taken his treedom cxperi-
mentally. A human petting zoo will
be in the lobby, with characters from
the show in the boxes, as the audi-
ence arrives. Costumes in the show,
he said, are a cross beiwevn those of
“Madame Butterfly” and “Godspell’
and fly in and out of the sky to be

lhc Allic Thnalre (uckels $15),

For ticket information call 684-2075.

Hate Peas, Lima Beans and Cream
Corn.” Four slide shows provide a
travelogue.

“For security reasons I can’t lell
vou why the piece Is called a mobile
or give away the surprise ending,”
szid Dan Castle. (Vigllant is part of
the action when the secrct is re-
vealed.)

The show [s co-produced by Lind-
say Balmer and Bill Haycook. Vil-
fage Players member Helen Balmer,
who is the wife of the set director,
Jim Balmer, and mother of Lindsay

the music for “Kip Synalra's Mobile Musical (A Memorial)”  which takes place in Act IL Vigilant of four { donned by the actors. The curtain is  Balmer, couldn't belp but add, “This
which will be staged for the first time at the Birmingham Vil-  describes it as a “touched view of  drums and gultar) on the stage for never used. Styrofoam vegetables team is going to be famous. T Just
lage Players. marital destruction.” Cindy Pritc-  obvious balance and rhythm, have been created for the song "I feel it. The show is beautiful.”
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East, West Tea adventure ADVERTISING

Master Chef Jeff Gabricl, who
teaches In the culinary arts program
at Schoolcraft College in Livonia,
will cook an “East Meets West"' din-
ner at 630 p.m. Monday at Keith

_Famle's Les Auteurs in Royal Oak,
Cost is $35.50 per person. A wine
. package, sclected by Maitre D’ M-
- chael Marrisette, is offered at $14.50
per person. For reservatlons call
544-2887.

The Mad Hatter, Allce and the
March Hare will re-enact Lewis Car-
roll's famous tea from 3-5 p.m. Mon-
day, June 25, at the Townsend Hotel
in  Birmingham. Several of the
guests will be invited to join the
characters at a special tea table. Af-
ter the tea, Alice will glve children
instructlon in tea etiquctte. The fam-
iy tea is $21.50 per person. For res-
ervatlons call Paullne Palazollo at
642-7900,
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