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The two candidates elected 1o four-year
terms on the Fa gtun school buard ha-
ven't been sworn in yet.

But the ¢hallenges that ait the seven-mem-
ber board, as the 1890-91 schoul year nears. con-
tinue to mount.

Some of the tougher chollenges include;

"EUST 10 days have passed since election day

© DRUG-FREE ZONES

Designating schowl campuses as drug-free
zones will succeed unly with dedicated student/
community involvement. Such zones won't inagi-
cally evolve from a mere administrative pro-
nouncement. Beyoud that, the district must do a
better job in publicizing its drog awareness pro-
grams. Even we didn't know how many there are
until our current drug scries, Suburban High
“Saying no to drugs™ must become a communi-
ty-wide theme.

© BOARD MEETINGS

We applaud the board’s recent roud show —
periodically mecting in schools instead of the ad-
miaistrative center. That's ot only a good way
to bring the district hierarchy closer to the peo-
ple, but alse provide a chance for trustees to get
a feel for the aging schools.

@ BETTER FACILITIES

Facitity improvements are vital in a district
where the newest building is nearly 30 years old.
They'Il ielp make buildings look nicer, help equ-
alize learning opportunities and help ussure pro-
gram continuity. A student's education shouldn’t
be compromisced because he or she attends an
underequipped school.

@ DISTRICT GOALS

With Superintendent Mike Flanagan's admin.
istrative goals as a springboard, the school board
should once again look at its goals. Revised
goals, with time lines for achieving them, should
be set after public hearings and administrative
feedback. Goal setting that intimately involves
the taxpayers will help give the board a long-
term direction supported by the public,

© READING SKILLS
In its quest to meet student needs in gitted ed-
ucation, special education, fureign language, vo-

ty. Thal's true, until the facts are made
available.

It's been the perception of the majorily
of Oakland County residents that Detroit has
been the main source of the drug problem in our
suburbs. Further, since crack has been men.
tioned so much in the media, many thought the
county was shot through with rock cocaine.

Those, and other perceptions, are false.

This week, we've published the results of more
than four months of investigative work into drug
use and abuse in our communities. We went to
the streets and into hangouts to talk to grade
school children. teenagers, college students and
adults. We joined police and narcotics officers on
a raid.

The whole point of our special report, pub-
lished Monday and today, is to answer one ques-
tton: Just how serious is the drug problem in
Oakland County?

Our gual was to answer that question using lo-
cal sources in one-on-one interviews. No hear-
say. No “allegedly this” or “suspected of that.”
No quoting statistics from some think tank in
New York or Washington. No stercotyping or
nurturing preconceived ideas.

WE WENT FOR a fresh start, In doing so, we
purposely sel out lo uncover the problem alone.

-Our reports are intentionally light on official
comment because we've already, in many previ-
ous issues, devoted dozens of stories to the offi-
cial line on drugs.

It was time to talk to the residents to measure
the accuracy of the official line. They told us
that:

© Drugs are plentiful In our communities, Co-
caine is the dominant drug in the county, with
marijuana coming up second.

® LSD is making a comeback in grade
schools, although the youngsters we talked to

generally looked down on the drug scene.

® Athletes on local sports teams do drugs —
mostly marijuana—sometimes before competi-

tion.

@ While the use and sale of drugs isn't as bla-
tant today as it was, say, a decade ago, they're

SOMEONE ONCE SAID perception is reali-

the right person.
THOSE FACTS, and others, put things in a dif-
ferent perspective.

School agenda
Pivotal district decisions await

Suburban higlh

Truth best weapon in drug war

st there for the asking — you just have to know’

cational education. college prep, preschool edu-
cation aed other programs, the district must
never slight its commitment te the key building
btock of kindergarten-through-12th-grade edu-
catiun, student reading skills,

o COMPUTERLITERACY

It's erucial that eur graduates are literate in
everyday computer use, no matter what their fu-
ture hulds. We're confident the nes adiministra-
tiont understands the importance of providing

high-teeh teaching tools and setting
computer literaey standards.

® SCHOOL ACCREDITATION

Every school in the district should be aceredit-
ed, not 1he senior highs. Accreditation gives
a school a clear-cut set of standards to live by
and serves as an outside audit of student output.
it make the district sensitive to a school's
shortcomings and provides a blueprint for im.
pruvenmnl.

© SPENDING CONTROLS

With responsibility for a $92 miflion budget, 30
buildings. 12,000 students and 1,90¢ employees,
the board faces a delicate balancing act. Trus-
tees must be aceountible yet restrained in decid-
ing when to foosen the drawstrings for non-in-
structionat needs such as landscaping and when
to tighten it in deference (o taxpayers stunned by
skyrocketing taxes.

©@ STUDENT LEADERS

The district must never downplay its commit-
ment 10 encouraging student leadership. One way
to assure that is by making the Student Round
Table-sponsored teadership conference held this
spring an annual event. ‘That forum did as much
as anything this past schoel year to break down
communication barriers dividing the three senior
highs.

© PUSH FOR CHOICE

Cheice is sure to become a buzz word for the
'90s as our schools grasp for ways to extend
clussroom options in an ever-changing world.

Common campuses, year-round classes, mag-
net schools, independent  studi enrichment
programs and creative scheduoles are atl legiti-
mate pussibilities.

In a way, it lends a lot of credibilily to what
law enforeement people have been telling us for
quite a while — that drugs and dealers are right
here in our suburbs and few have to make a road
{rip to Detroil — or to Pontiac — for drugs. In
fact, most of the people we talked to said they'd
rather not drive to Detroit for drugs, They think
it's too dangerous.

Don’t iook to Washington
for solutions to problems

A SMALL dinner party. Candles
sparkled off wine glasses. Dessert
had just been served.

“The country's stuck in the mud.
We need some leadership, some vi-
slon, an agenda, § just hope the presl-
dent and Congress can come up with
1t,” sald a senlor business

The vast changes
sweeping our
economics and
government mean an
end to the central role

whose company employs tens of
thousands.

Heads nodded gravely. Conventi-
onal wisdom.

Rubbish, I thought,

To think the solution to our na-
tion's problems will come out of
Washington is both nalve and ma-
sochlstle.

Naive because Washington,
whether ruled by Republicans or
Democrats, Is concerned solely with
what goes on In Washington, not the
rest of the country. Visit DC. People
ask, “What's golng on out there in
the real world?”

of bur i

Whlle Washington remalns captive
to its bureaucracles, the real action
Is In the real world, Examples:

® In Minncsota, a new law lets
parents choose thelr chlld’s school
anywhere In the state, climlnating
resldence requirements and forclng
schools to compete.

® Near Miami, Fla, an experi-
ment In “school-basing autonomy™
lets 32 schools be managed by teach-
ers and parents, not centralt school
bureaucrats, A slmilar test Is under
way In Rochester, N.Y.

.

because

whether run by lberals or conserva-
tives, I3 at bottom nothing more than
a vast monument to enduring bu-
rcaucracics. The vast changes
sweeplng our economics and govern-
ment mean an end to the central role
of bureaucracies.

BISTORICALLY, bureaucracics
evolved to coordlnate and control
many indlvidual transactlons — So-
cial Security clalms, tax payments,
property tax payments to the bank,
ordering a car at the dealer, chil-
dren's report cards from school.

But today, when the personal com-
puter, phone modem and voice mail
are becoming common, the need for
burcaucracles — ravenous, central-
Ized, Inftexlble — is fast disappear-
Ing.

's State Board of Edu-
catlon Is developlng a core curricu-
lum — setting out what kids should
learn in our schools. But the plan Is
that school districts will be free to
choose how to achieve the defined
educatlonal outcomes. (Indeed, Gov.
James Blanchard recently called for
abolltion of the State Board of Edu-
catlon, in part on the ground it is ex-
cessively centrallzed and bureau-
cratic and unresponsive to parents
and teachers.)

® In New York, a company called
Amcrlca Works 1s paid $5,000 by the
state for ecach welfare recipient
placed in a job (average salary:
$14,000), but only after the employee
has stayed seven months, Taxpayers
win: The fee [s less than half the
$12,000 per year to keep a family of

three on welfare.
Everywhere, experiments in de-
centralizing are cropping up.

I THINK this Issuc will come to
the fore in pelitics, too.

‘The start s that the workings of
government ~ especially the feder-
al — have become less and less effi-
clent. Next came the ReputHcan
charge that Democrats were apolo-
glsts for taxing and spending,
regardless of results,

Michiganlans from both partles-
are working on new models of how
governments might work. Cemmunl-
ty self-help groups, funded by diver-
slon of local property taxes and
managed by networks of personal “:
computers, are being designed.

Certlficates of minimum skill at-
talnment are being talked about as a
precondition of jobs for youth. Not
far off s a rule requiring that those
who collect unemployment checks
also be cnrolled in tralnlng pro-

grams.

Never has polilics been so filled
with imaglnatlon and experiment.
But you would never know It if you
lived and worked In Washingten.

Phil Power is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-~
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically.

Farmington readers’ forum

Lelters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer. Names wili be withheld from publication only
tor sufficient reason. We reserve the right 1o edit them. Send letlers to
Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer, 21838 Farmington Road, Farming-
fon 48024,

Civic story
informative

To the editor:

The artlele on the Civic Theatre
{May 10} by Robbie Plansek (8th
grader at Dunckel Middle School }

They bear out the statistics recently rel d
by the Oakland County Narcotics Enforcement
Team: That Oakland County has plenty of deal-
crs, 181 were arrested by NET in 1989 compared
with 56 non-Qakland residents. That those deal-
ers are young, white and male and generally dea)
outside their immediate neighborhood. That co-
caine was by far the most common drug pur-
chased and seized last year in each of our com-
munilies — more than 11,000 grams,

It has been our mission to tell you the truth—
that illegal drugs are part of life in our Oakland
County neighborhoods. Though they don’t rival
the abuse of alcohol —cither by adulls or teens—
that’s no reason to turn aside the problem.

By our measure, though adults are more dis-
creel and young children appear to be turning
away, drugs are stlil very much in evidence, par-
ticularly among the high school set.

There is questioning of the tactics of the drug
war. One main ingredient in winning it is to tell
the truth. To say no one can use drugs is a lot
different than saylng no one should.

At the same lime, that cocaine (and crack) s
“the devil’'s drug” is endorsed at ail levels —
drug users, lab chemists, therapists and law en-
farcement officials.

Qur mission: to raise the public’s awareness of
the Lrue drug scene in our part of Oakland Coun-
ty. We hope that mission is accnmpllghed.

'was so 4 and
well written. .

1 would hope to see more items In
the paper by such prolific “special

writers.”
Pam Wright,
Farmington

Thank you for
offering help

To the edltor:

I'd llke to thank my many support.
ers and ¢lection workers for helping
me earn a strong third-place finlsh
in the recent Farmington school
board electlon.

1 will continue to represent you
through the parent groups at Longa.
cre, Power and Farmington High

Dick Isham general manager

School. I will contlnue to take an ac-

tive part in meetings and commit-
tees. 1 wlll find ways to address the
concerns you brought to me during
the campaign. I will definltely run
for a seat on the school board next

ear.
Thank you for your emcourage-
ment, support and bard work. To-

To justify one’s lack of exercise of
his or her preclous right to vote by
explaining that “most of Lhe achool
board elections are not that Import-
ant" or that “one could oot find thy,
precinet” is absurd. -

It is bad enough If the speaker Is =
an “ordinary” cltizen, but to heat
those kinds of excuses from & candi¢;

gether we were almost
next year we will be,

Laura Myess,

Farmington

Voting record
a real shocker

To the edltor:

As former chair of the Farming
ton Hills Committee to Increase Vo-
ter Participation, I was shocked and
outraged by (he dismal voting
records of the candidates for the
Farmington school board {revealed
In your recent article). "~

1 was even more disturbed by the
Inck of explanation glven by the can-
didates and the Insignificant reasons
glven by thoss who did try to ex-

\

plaln, )

'—(!th%gr_uevr & Eccentric® NPWSPAPLTS mmmmn

Steve Barnaby managing edifor

" Suburban Communicanons Corp.
Judith Doner Berne assistant managing editor

Phillp Power chacman of the board
Richard Aginlan president
Richard Brady ditector of adver{ising

Fred Wright director of circulation . -

date for an Imp public position >+
1s unbellevable. >

1 wonder when thess previously .
uninvolved persons decided to get -
“involved?" Perhaps It was when
their egos needed boosting. -

What makes us think they will act -
any more responsibly if elected to .
the school board? As I dictate this
letter, driving to my office on clec-
tion day, I bave decided that none of
Lhese peaple deserve my vote,

Driving by Warner Middle School
today reveals a scene with construc-
tlon vehicles and very few voters.
When will enough of us get angry
enough to force the elections to be
held at the same time as the national
election 80 that & real contest might
develop and the candldates might re- |
ally have to explain who they are
and what they stand for? ¢




