Do cops carry
forfeiture laws
o extremes?

By Janice 8runson
statf writor

Paul and Dana Marra of Troy
have been marrled a year, but for
one week earlicr this spring Paul did
not sport a wedding band,

It had been sclzed by police for ale
leged cocalne violatlons.

James Buttrom was for a time
minus a palr of false tecth studded
with gold Inlays, also seized by po-
Jtee for the same reason.

Demetris Holloway, a Southficld
businessman, has been out 392,871
since early November 1986 — mon-

whether or not they are convicted.
Forfelture can also proceed if no
criminal charges are filed, as in the
case of Halloway.

To contest forfeilure, defendants
must post a $250 bond within 20 days
of a notice of seizure. Many, howev-
o, are reluctant to do so because
they are then liable to pre-triai dls-
closure, Including an accounting of
alt financlal deallngs. The informa-
1ion may be Incrlmlnating and Is cer-
taln to be used by prosecutors In
criminal trlals.

Others, according to Fishman and
Thomas, are unaware forfelture can

ey under state be and some
laws., Halloway has yet to be do not possess money enough to
charged with a crime. mount a legal defense.

The selzures are classic examples
of state forfciture laws run amok,
according to a trio of atterncys spe-
clalizing In clients whose property
has, they say, been illegally seized.

“1t's legalized breaking and enter-
ing by the police,” said defense at-
torney Steven Fishman of Southficld,
who appeals ferfeiture cases free of
charge “as a matter of principle.”

The law, enacted in 1983, requires
“probable cause” to scize property
and moncy thought to be the result
of drug profits: a home, car, plane or
other conveyance used “to manufac-
ture, distribute, dispense, possess or
acquire a controlled substance,” and
tmoney “found in close ™ of

WORSE, THOMAS SAID, “There
is no vehicle In place to sue for the
good-fakth actions of pollce.” Forfci-

Last year, the Oakland
County Narcotics
Enforcement Team
seized nearly $5 million
in cash and property.
However, less than
$134,000 was actually
forfeited in court.

forfeited property.

IN ADDITION to the wedding
band, “anything of value™ was con-
fiscated from the Troy couple, in-
cluding a telephone answering ma-
chine allegedly used In drug deals, a
video lape collectlon and the con-
tents of Dana Marra’s purse, accord-
ing to defense attorney James
‘Thomas of Bloomfield Hills.

Faclng charges of cocaine posses-
sion with Intent to distribute, the
couple came to the attention of Troy
police via a nelghbor who watched
the couple’s activitles through binoc-
ulars and reported heavy traffic into
their home. Pallee searched the cou-
ple's trash and found bindles, small
paper triangles commonly used for
one-ounce quantlties of cocalne.

“At most, It would indlcate per-
sonal use,” Thomas said, adding “it
I3 unknown if It was even their gar-
bage.”
© Although the couple faces eriml-
pal charges, forfelture can proceed

ture carries little legal risk to law
enforcement agencles, while offer-
ing the promise of financtal gain,

Last year, the Oakland County
Narcotics Enforcement Team selzed
nearly $5 million in cash and proper-
ty. However, less than $134,000 was
aciually forfelted In court, The funds
were distributed among partlcipat-
ing NET agencles, Including the
Qakland County Commisslon and
arca pollce departments.

State law, aimed at taklng profits
out of drug dealing by scizing prop-
crtles gained {rom drug monjes, s
belng manipulated out of 2l sense of
proportlon,” said defense attorney
Jim Burdick of Bloom!ield Hills,

By design, the law is punitive and
intended to target blg drug traffick-
ers. But adaptations have “pushed it
way past limits of propriety. The po-
llce can't take somecone’s mi-
crowave.”

“The war on drugs, accerding to
Burdick, is a war on the constitution,

...Drug czar sees

effective

By Jonice Brunson

staf writer

¢ State forfeiture Jaws are an effec-
flve deterrent in the battle against
drugs, nnd stale prosecutors are en-
couraged to seize money and proper-
1y In an effort to discourage illjeit
use, accordlng to Donald Relslg, di-
rector of the Michigan Drug Agen-
cles.

. “Casual users and abusers contrib-
ute to the overall problem. The way
0 stem use Ls by hitting them In the
Ppocketbaok. User accountability. De-
mand reduction. That's what we're
ulter,” Relsig said.

" “These arc people who objectively
should not be put in prison. They also
are not going to be bothered by a
emall five. But take Lhelr contra-
band, or the frults of It, and they're
going to feel it,” Relsig added.

« Recently publicized cases, such as
the Bloomficld Hills podlatrist
whose home was forfeited or the
West Bloomfield businessman whose
home has been seized, account for a
“bealthy” fear of the law, Relsig
2aid."] want (users and abusers) so
paranold they go for treatment.”

¢ Currently in Oakland County,
some $1 million in cash, 30 automo-
biles, several houses and & bar are

deterrent

Donald Relalg

ing system. Legislation requiring
such a system 1 currently pending.

In addltion, flgures are highly In-
flated, Relsig sald, little more than
“eyeball appralsals” by police. Nor
do they accurately reflect mort-
gages or money that ks still owed on
such Jtems as real estate and auto-
mobltes,
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A towing ser-
vice had to be
called to start
up this Jaguar
so police could
confiscale it
during a recent
raid of a sus-
pecied Oak-
land County
drug dealer,

DAN DEAN/statf photographur

When you change your carpet, you change the look of your whole room. A different style and colar can make the roons seem bigger
and brighter. And now’s the time 10 buy, because we've reduced the prices on every carpet. Our selection varies from a Bigelow
textured saxuny starting at 15.99 sq, yd. instalted® 1o exquisite Karastan wools az 1 9 5q. yd. installed? No mater what you

choose, you'll feel like you have a new room—for the price of new carpet.

YOUR CHOICE: 19.99 . yd. installed with pad®

Lees Aruba stain-protected nylon plush in 32 colors. Reg.
$29, sale 19.99.

Lees Navigator U stainctreated nylon saxony in 24 colors.
Rueg. 330, sale 19.99.

Boundary Waters™ twist carpet with Tiele V stain

Woodward™ Rally Worevfree!™ plush carpet in 32 wolurs.,
Reg. $29, sale 19.99.

Bigelow Bountiful Wear-Dated™ twist i 24 olons,

Reyg. $33, sale 19.99.

Bigelow Classic Beauty I Stainmaster ™™ plush i 30 colags,
Reg. $33, sale 19.99.

pendlng action, g
to Oakland County assistant prosecu-
{or Gerald Polsson, who sald forfel-
fure 18 inltiated by the prosecutor
only when sums in excess of $100,000
or real estate are Involved.

« IN 1989, OVER %16 mllllon in
money and goods was scized by 18
Michigan State Police drug teams,
{ncluding Oakland County's Narcot-
cs Enforcement Team. Of the total
Smount, $3.1 million was actuall
forfelted. .
. The figure, however, s incom-
Plete, according o Relsig. It does
got include selrures by local pollce
o

epartments. Michigan, like most
ther states, hay o statewlde report-

s a elvil
Unllke criminal charges that require
proof ‘beyond reasonable doubt,”
forefelture requires only “prepon-
derence of evidence.” Defcndants
need not be charged or convicted of
criminal counts.

Beeause  forfelture s ac’llon
agalnst pruperty, there are no jury
trials. Allpc:;‘é are heard by a
Judge. Last year, the state Suprems
Court ruled real cstate may be
forfelted, e

Relsig expects the battle agalnst
drugy to last at least a decade.
“There Is no quick flx. 1t took us 25
years to get into this predicament.
1t's going to take time to extract our-
selves.”

in 24 colors. Reg. $30, sale 19.99.

Wunda Weve Citation 11 olefin level loop carpet in 32
colors. Reg. $29, sale 19.99.

Sale ends Junc 24.

*All sale prices include installation with Omalon® prirae densified urethane padding. Tnstallation costs based on onder of 16 yards vr mure.
Additional changes may be added for pulling up old catpet, moving large picces of furniture, installation over concrete, austom wark o stairs or
metal strips. :

Northland: 443.6197, Eastland: 245-2434, Westland: 425-4242, Qakland: 597-2152, Summit Place: 683-5975, Southland: 374.5372,
. Lakeside: 566-2751, Gencseé Valley: 230-5893 '

HUDSON’S
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAX?\I'O TO 9; SUNDAY 12 TO 6.




